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at Onota 
By Steve Moore 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Councilor at large Peter 
G. Arlos appeared before the Park Com- 
mission last night to urge the members not 
to impose fees for the use of Burbank Park 
at Onota Lake. 

Arlos said fees could keep lower income 
families from using the beach and its facil- 
ities, including the new Controy Pavilion. 
Residents are taxed once, he said, and 
should not have to pay twice for recreation. 

He cited his fight to keep the state from 
charging people to use Mount Greylock 
Reservation and said the same principle 
apply to Burbank Park. | 

Chairman Roger B. Sloper said Arlos’s 
remarks were taken under advisement. 


Security problem 


Sloper said that security is the critical 
issue and that, if the city could provide 
security when the park is open, from 8 a.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. daily, then fees would not be 
necessary. 

The large lot at the north end of the park, 

he said, is a major headache for the com- 
mission because of its popularity with 
groups of young people for drinking, party- 
ing and hanging out. Police clear it out 
regularly but cannot keep up with repeated 
gatherings. He said the commission is 
afraid that, if there is no security, the new 
pavilion will be vandalized almost imme- 
diately. 
“There is no schedule for deciding the 
question, Sloper said, although the com- 
mission is gathering comment,from all 
segments of the community. / La} 
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on facilities 

PITTSFIELD — During a joint 
meeting Thursday night, the Con- 

‘ servation Commission and the 

Parks Commission agreed to coop- 

erate on the operation of two rec- 

reational properties under the Con- 
servation Commission’s control. 

In contrast to the longtime stormy 
relationship between the two com- 
missions, according to Conservation 
Commission chairman James J. 
Riddle, the new arrangement makes 
the two partners in the operation of 
Wild Acres off South Mountain Road 
and the Controy Pavilion at Bur- 
bank Park on Onota Lake. 

‘We feel we can make the areas 
real recreational resources for the 
city,’’ Riddle said. “‘We’ve got to 
work together. If we are going to 
have Controy Pavilion open, to 
name one, we're going to need reg- 
ular maintenance and security.”’ 

Riddle said that the first mani- 
festation of the new accommodation 
will be today when the Jimmy Fund 
ice fishing derby is held at the pa- 
vilion. Riddle said that winter use is 
one area where the facilities can 
expand their hours. He said that ice 
fishermen and skaters could all use 
the pavilion, and, with supervision, 
warming fires and refreshments 
could be available on weekends. 

“We are almost unique in the 
State, I think, in that we not only 
have jurisdiction over wetlands but 
also have these properties to man- 
age,’ Riddle said of the commis- 
sion. “This is the best way to handle 


things.” aha lea 


Pittsfield solicitor clears way 
for establishing fees at parks 


Continued from Page 1 


not utilized by those who are 
wealthy and have their own pools 
and vacation homes. The public 
parks are generally used by the 
poor, the young, and those with 
limited resources who can ill 
afford to pay every time they 
wish to picnic, swim or simply 
sun themselves on the beach.” 
Sloper, however, said one of the 
primary reasons the commission 
might decide for Burbank fees, 
besides raising money, is to pro- 
vide security for the park, which 
has had a history of problems. 
Under consideration is erecting 
a gate at the park’s sole vehicle 
entrance off Valentine Road and 
assigning a park employee to col- 


lect fees at the gate. The fees, 
under the plan, would discourage 
people from using the park as a 
drinking ground and the gatekeep- 


er would be able to keep track of | 


the coming and going vehicles. 


The park has a large dirt park- | 


ing lot near the Controy Pavilion, 
which groups of young people 
have been using as a hangout and 
drinking place, and which police 
have been unable to keep clear 
because they would have to be 
there all day to do so, according 


ze Sloper. A) 10 /&F 


‘Way open 


for setting 


park fees 


By DAVID A. VALLETTE 


PITTSFIELD — City Solicitor 
Paul W. Cormier has determined 
that the city Parks Commission 
can establish fees for using city 
parks without authorization from 
elected officials. 

Cormier’s opinion came at the 
request of City Councilor at-large . 
Peter G. Arlos, who opposes a 


‘proposal to institute fees for Bur- 


bank Park and who contended the 
commission did not have such au- 
thority. Cormier, in a letter to 
Arlos, said both state law and city 
codes give such authority to the 
commission. 

“The Parks Commission has the - 
authority to impose fees, by way 
of admission charges for recre- 
ation, play, sport and physical ed- 
ucation activities conducted or 
promoted on land or buildings 
that have been acquired for play- 
ground purposes, or that have 
been acquired for park and play- 
ground purposes,” Cormier said. 


*x * #* 


“The park commissioners are 
‘not required to seek the approval 
of the City Council to impose these 
fees,” he added. 

“I was sure I was-right — that 
you couldn’t do it. But I was 
wrong,” Arlos said yesterday after 
receiving Cormier’s opinion. 

Roger Sloper, chairman of the 
commission, said yesterday that 
commission members were pretty 
sure they had the right to impose 
*Burbank Park entrance fees, but 
needed the confirmation : that 
Arlos’ inquiry brought. 

“We wanted it from somebody 
official,” he said. 

Sloper said there will be no rush 
to establish any fees, and even if it 
turns out the majority of commis- 
sioners want them, they would 
probably not be in hand in time for 
this year’s recreation season. | 

He said the commissioners 
appear to be divided on the matter 
and that no votes have been taken 
or set, although the issue probably 
will be discussed when the com- 
mission meets on April 24. 

The fees eyed would be $3 per 
ear, while those walking in would 
not have to pay. The elderly and 
qualified low-income residents 

would be granted season passes, 
he said. 
» Arlos said yesterday he will 
continue to oppose fees for Bur- 
bank and any other ,parks, con- 
_ tending they are “a disguised form 
of taxation which should not be 
imposed without the approval of 
elected officials. 
~ “Places like Burbank Park are 


~ Continued on Page 4 
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"Board opinion is divided — iN 


| on fees for Burbank Park 

/  pITTSFIELD — Opinion appears and if 1 am [the fees] should be at a 
divided on the city’s Parks Com- minimum.” “es | 

mission on charging a fee for the Nilan said he would insist on. 

use of Burbank Park on Onota knowing whether the fees are nec” 

Lake. essary, and what services would be 
City Solicitor Paul W. Cormier provided with the revenue they 

says that it’s legal for ye city 2 would bring. 

charge fees for the use of the pars, 

and that the Parks Commission has on eae omea oe one 

authority to set them without City Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos 


Council approval. has weighed in with the opinion that 


Commission Chairman Roger . 
| it would be morally wrong to charge 
Sloper said he thought the fees foes for the use of a park already 


trol vandalism and 
he ce Daan’ of the ae Fe nett | 
park. He could not offer a prediction it ae ie ature in’ this) GaSe 
of the outcome of a vote on the he City eo ell 
issue. The next meeting 1s April 24, ‘ophere are ale places in the dty 


but Sloper could not confirm - that our citizens can enjoy free of 
whether the issue would be on the |... ge, and now is not the time to 


agenda. Clifford J. Nilan lessen their number,” Arlos said. 


Commissioner oe 
“Parks: have traditionally been 
said he is not convinced the city places ‘of public meeting. ... We 


should, charge, @ ‘We don't want of should not limit their universal use 
deny anyone access to the park,”’ he and ay imposing 4 ee tO 
said. “I’m not sure I’m in favor, : 4 113] 8 


‘Stracuzzi urges 
‘talks on budget | 


By Steve Moore 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The president of the City Council, m an 
apparent move to defuse the cur d over the bute ; 
yesterday wrote Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski sugee® ae 
that she and the Coney negotiate the manner by which the 

is determined. | 

| oT eae that was distributed to-all city councilors, Angelo 
C. Stracuzzi said that the Council wants to reserve the right if 
~ remove individual budget items, known as line items. Wojt- 
kowski has said that she will consider the Council’s opinions, 

~ but that she has the right to draw up the budget. 

Wojtkowski said that the Council has the right to hey 
line items now, but that the items amount to depet a 
budgets. What the Council has been seeking 1s the approval or 
denial of the details of a given departmental budget. : 

She also said that she is willing to negotiate the process an 
always has been. } : : 

My proposals show up in the form of the budget, ae a 
“My proposals are all on the table. I have said from the s a 
that they [the councilors] have to lay their proposals on we 
table and then we can do business. 

She gave as an example of her proposals the shift of ee 
maintenance section of the Park Department to the Depar i 
ment of Maintenance as 4 streamlining move. The Counch, 
she said, might choose to eliminate | nea ae 

racuzzi was out of town yesterday 
comment. 


and unavailable for 
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Hebert is named 


parade marshal 


By Steve) ‘re 
Berkshire Euz. iff 

PITTSFIELD — Vincent J. 
Hebert. whose civic career in Pitts- 
field spans almost 40 years and a 
wide range of duties, yesterday was 
named grand marshal of Pittsfield’s 
Fourth of July Parade this year. 

His selection was announced yes- 
terday afternoon by Beverly Char- 
tier and James Brassard of the pa- 
rade committee at Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski’s City Hall of- 
fice. 

Hebert, who was accompanied by 
his wife, Pearl, said he would “very 
humbly accept this honor.” He has 
worked as an organizer of the pa- 
rade at the corner of Kast Hous- 
atonic and South streets for the past 
11 years, the entire run of the cur- 
rent parade committee. Before a 
break of a year in 1967, the parade 
was sponsored for 30 years by the 
city firemen. 

“Tt will be a treat to ride up front 
ee Hig ret said. “I have to 
thank everybody, especially Fre 

a ae 


Garner, who has helped me all 


these years.”’ 

Hebert said he had been raised in 
a patriotic family and was taught to 
appreciate America early on. 

“T like to think I’m an all- 
American guy,” he said. 

Hebert, born in Quincy, was hired 
to be superintendent of the Pittsfield 
Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation in 1950. He retired to become 
director of the Department ot 
Comm...iity Services in 1984 and in 
1988 returned to his former post. 

He began receiving awards for his 
community work in 1956, and there 
has been no letup since. A resume 
lists nearly two dozen awards and 
offices. He has also been active in 
baseball from Little League to the 
various professional teams. 

He received another notable honor 
last October when the former Onota 
Lake Boulevard was rechristened 
Vin Hebert Boulevard. 

Chartier, president of the parade 
committee, said Hebert and his wife 
— and other family members if they 


Steve Moore 
Vincent J. Hebert 

so wish — will ride in a convertible 
at the head of the parade. 

Thirty television stations and 
networks have signed up to carry 
the Pittsfield parade nationwide, 
Chartier reported. According to 
Lawrence G. Gallery of sponsoring 
station WMHT and WMHX in Sche- 
nectady, N.Y., the group has a po- 
tential audience of more than 39 
percent of U.S. television owners. 
He said late entries are expected to 
raise the total to more than 50 per- 
cent before the first unit steps off. 





Mayor’s maintenance, parks budgets benched 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City Council, 
finding fault .with Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski’s proposed re- 
organization of the parks and main- 
tenance departments, has _ tabled 
both budgets and demanded an ex- 
planation. 

Eight parks employees would be 
transferred to the jurisdiction of the 
maintenance director, Eugene L. 
Vidoli, but would continue to work 
within the parks. 

The move was explained by Vidoli 
at a budget hearing Thursday as a 
unification of the buildings and 
grounds crews, but that was about 
all the explanation he could offer. 
Both he and Vincent J. Hebert, who 
spoke forcefully against the move, 
Saying it had been tried in 1983 and 
proved a failure, appeared to have 
been left in the dark as to specific 
details. 

“Obviously, since Mr. Vidoli can- 


not explain it to my satisfaction, 
perhaps we should ask Mr. Bian- 
chi,’’ said Ward 6 Councilor Wilbert 
N. Stockton Sr., referring to the 
finance director, Daniel L. Bianchi, 
who was not present. The mayor did 
not attend the budget hearing ei- 
ther, though most mayors have 
done so in the past, councilors said. 


“This is the worst thought-out 
proposal we’ve ever.seen before this 
City Council,’ complained Ward 5 
Councilor John P. Anderson Jr. 


‘Biggest change’ 


“This is the biggest change in city 
government this year, and you two 
are waiting for an accountant to tell 
you how to do it,’”’ Ward 3 Councilor 
Eric S. Biss told the two department 
heads. 


Ward 4 Councilor Bernard J. 
Goclowski moved to table the two 
budgets until the mayor “gives us 
the master plan’ on the reorgani- 
zation. He also moved to recom- 


mend that the parks department be 
maintained as it has been in the 
past. Both motions met with unan- 
imous approval. 


Errors total $89,800 


The Council also cut $134,800 out 
of Vidoli’s budget. The mayor 
maintains that the Council lacks the 
authority to cut specific line items, 
but the Council has been condition- 
ing its preliminary approval of de- 
partmental budgets on the mayor’s 
respecting its line-item cuts. Coun- 
cilors have threatened a rejection of 
the entire budget if she does not. 

The cuts came mostly as a result 
of budgeting errors acknowledged 
by the administration. Maintenance 
of specific buildings was listed in 
separate line items and also in a 
general line item. The erroneous 
line items accounted for $89,800. 

“I can’t believe this happened,” 
said Council President Angelo C. 
Stracuzzi. ‘How long did it take you 
to figure it out?”’ 


The Council also cut a $45,000 line 
item entitled ‘‘public building 
projects” after Vidoli explained that 
this was a fund used for modifica- 


tions of school buildings, “‘educa- 


tors’ pet projects” in Vidoli’s words. 

Vidoli was criticized by Anderson 
for allowing the renovation of the 
office of Public Works Commis- 
sioner David R. Spiewak. ‘“We’re 
wasting $4,000 on unnecessary ren- 
ovations while people are being laid 
off,’’ Anderson said. 


Vidoli’s protests that Spiewak “‘is 


operating out of a closet’’ did not 
impress Anderson, who kept after 
him about who was _ responsible. 
Vidoli insisted he was, but Straeuzzi 
and Biss maintained that Vidoli 
could hardly have refused to do it. 


Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos — 


said little in the course of the hear- 


ing, busying himself by reading a , 


(pe) 3129 


newspaper. 


Council ‘7 


rejects 
2 budgets 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City Council last 
night voted unanimously to disapprove 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski’s budgets 
for the Maintenance and Parks Depart- 
ments, demanding that she abandon her 
proposal for their partial consolidation. 

Under the mayor’s plan, seven Parks 
Department maintenance men would be 
transferred to the jurisdiction of Mainte- 
nance Director Eugene L. Vidoli. Critics, 
like Parks Director Vincent J. Hebert. say 
the parks would take a back seat to city 
buildings, and their condition would suffer. 

Finance Director Daniel L. Bianchi last 
night explained that the decision was made 
to take advantage of a potential Savings in 
light fiscal times. He said the city was 
reorganizing, bracing for more cuts that 
might be necessary next year, and added 
that Vidoli was a strong administrator, ca- 
pable of handling both buildings and 
grounds. 

The City Council bought Hebert’s argu- 
ment, not Bianchi’s. Ward 2 Councilor She- 
ila A.. Polastri said that when Parks and 
Maintenance were consolidated as a 
money-saving measure in the first years 
under Proposition 215. city parks fell into 
disrepair. Only when the parks were given 
their own maintenance crew and capital 
sles ay did their condition improve, she 
said. 

Bianchi’s arguments for consolidation 
vere lost on the councilors. Ward 3 Coun- 


ilor Eric S. Biss said the administration | 


-ould point only to potential savings to back 
up its call for consolidation. ‘And stronger 
Management,”’ Bianchi added. 

He was attacked for impugning Hebert’s 
39 years of experience, and quickly backed | 
down. Ward 1 Councilor Caroline M. Bres- 
nahan praised Hebert, Saying he is respon- 
sible in large measure for the success of 
the city’s parks. . 


However, in other action at last night’s 
meeting, the budgets of the Building In- 
Spector and Public Utilities Department 
received preliminary approval. | 

The budget of the Public Works Depart-, 
ment was tabled until the administration 
addresses councilors’ concerns about per- 
sonnel cuts and the lack of money for street 


reconstruction. 
Glo v4 


PITTSFIELD 


The Pittsfield City Council voted 

unanimously Monday night to dis- 
--approve Mayor Anne Everest 

Wojtkowski’s budgets for the main- 
tenance and parks departments, 
»-demanding that she give up her 
‘sproposal for their partial consolida- 


| tion. Under the mayor’s plan, seven 


‘»maintenance men from the parks 
department would be transferred to 
- the jurisdiction of maintenance di- 
» Rector Eugene L. Vidoli. Critics of 
- that approach, including parks di- 
‘rector Vincent J. Hebert, contend 
»-the parks would take a back seat to 
eCity buildings, and their condition 
‘would suffer. Finance director 
‘Daniel L. Bianchi explained that the 
“decision was made to take advan- 
> tage of a potential reorganizing, 
» bracing for additional cuts that 
--might be necessary next year, and 
i-ddded that Vidoli was a strong ad- 
sministrator, capable of handling 
_zboth grounds and buildings. 

“** Ward 2 Councilor Sheila A. Pol- 
seastri said that when parks and 
: "maintenance were consolidated as a 
;*Money-saving measure in the early 
Years under Proposition 2%4, city 
bpparks fell into a state of disrepair. 


nly when the parks were given | 


Sstheir own maintenance crew and 
».capital budget did their condition 
improve, she said. Ward 3 Councilor 
®*-Eric S. Biss said the administration 
s-eould point only to potential savings 
to back up its desire for consolida- 
tion. Budgets for the building in- 
Spector and public utilities depart- 
sment received preliminary ap- 
‘eproval; the budget of the Public 
»Works Department was tabled until 
; the administration addresses coun- 
®.cilors’ concerns about personnel 
-*euts and a lack of money for street 
“construction. On Tuesday, the 
‘Council disapproved the fire de- 
partment’s $3.9 million budget and 
,*Sent it back to the mayor with the 
smpessage, as Ward 5 Councilor John 
#«P. Anderson Jr. put it, “The Fire 
“Department can’t be run on the 
‘budget she submitted.” The Council 
voted 6-3 Wednesday evening to 
eliminate the $94,710 three-person 
purchasing department, established 


10 1983. ‘w [0] 79 y), 


if 


Continued from Page BI 


¢ Berkshire Artisans will operate . 


under the reduced budget of $37,444, 
a $10,000. cut. 

¢ The Parks Department mainte- 
nance crew will remain under the 
jurisdiction of that department in- 
stead of being transferred to the 
Maintenance Department. 

¢The city clerk will transfer 
funds to allow her to keep a full- 
time staff member. 


¢ The Assessors’ office will trans- 


fer funds to allow it to keep a full- 
time clerk. 

¢ Salaries for department heads 
and the mayor’s assistant will re- 
main as stated in the mayor’s 
budget. 

¢ The mayor’s expense account 
will remain as stated in her budget. 

¢ The city report will be funded 
from the accounting department. 

¢The highway and traffic divi- 
sions of the Department of Public 
Works will be consolidated. 

¢ Pittsfield Central, an association 
of downtown businesses, will re- 
ceive $50,000 in the budget. 

¢ Any transfer in excess of $3,000 
will require the approval of the 
mayor and the City Council. Only 
one transfer per account per fiscal 
year will be allowed. 

¢ Non-personnel expense items in 
the budget will be consolidated as 
agreed by Bianchi and Councilors 
Bresnahan and Sheila A. Polastri. 

In other action last night, the 
Council disapproved an appropria- 
tion for a pavement management 


program, set a hearing for July 11. 


on a ban of jet skis from Onota 

Lake and granted Berkshire Gas 

Co. an easement to run a pipeline 

through Brattle Brook Park to sup- 

ply the Altresco co-generation plant. 
Giz Hee 
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Line-item compromise nears, © 


_ trees on the new road on East Street 


but budget battle grinds on 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Some budget is- 
sues were resolved last night and 
others were not as the Wojtkowski 
administration and the City Council 
engaged in a not-so-friendly game of 
political hardball. 

The Council, acting as the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, agreed in 
principle to a compromise on the 
number of line items in the budget 
and on its authority over transfers 
within departments. 

But the administration took a 
hard line on the proposed elimina- 
tion of the Purchasing Department, 
saying that no capital improvement 
projects — street improvements, 
traffic lights, things near and dear 
to councilors’ hearts — would be put 
out to bid if it was done away with. 

In response, the Council disap- 


proved the Public Works Depart- 
ment’s $3.2 million budget, adding it 
to the-Parks and-Maintenancede- 


artments’ budgets on t iecte 
list and dashing Council President 


Angelo C. Stracuzzi’s hopes of hav- 
ing a complete budget to vote on at 
tonight’s regular Council meeting at 
City Hall. 

As Committee of the Whole, the 
councilors voted to send the entire 
budget back to the full Council 
“without prejudice.’’ According to 
Ward 3 Councilor Eric S. Biss, that 
means that, although it has been 
returned, the budget lacks full ap- 
proval. 

“T won’t be voting for the full 
budget,”’ he said, ‘‘though I did vote 
to get it out of the Committee of the 
Whole.” 


Rescue of rescue squad 


The Council backed a proposal by 
Fire Chief Gerald F. Keehnle to 
save the rescue squad by cutting 
some expense items, reassigning 
the deputy chiefs’ drivers to the 
engines and asking Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski for another 
$45,000. There was no immediate 
response from the administration. 

Many supporters of Berkshire 
Artisans were in the audience, 
holding signs that said ‘‘Artisans.”’ 
Artisans Director Daniel M. 
O’Connell and others spoke of the 
importance and viability of their 
program and protested its summary 
amputation by the Council from the 
city budget. 

Kriss Hughes expressed _baffle- 
ment at the Council’s indulgence of 
the Fire Department’s accounting 
practices and contrasted that with 
the peremptory treatment of the 
Artisans’ budget, which amounts to 
a small fraction of the fire budget. 

A move by Councilor at large Pe- 


ter G. Arlos to eliminate the $23,513. 


salary for the mayor’s administra- 
tive assistant, Elizabeth C. Crowell, 
met with defeat, but Ward 1 Coun- 
cilor Caroline M. Bresnahan moved 


-suecessfuly to deny her the $1,013 


raise the mayor had proposed. ; 
Questioned about revenues, hold- 
overs and free cash, Finance Di- 


rector Daniel L. Bianchi cited fig-. 
ures that he said showed the city 
would have about $5 million in free. 
cash, but he refused to release doc:. 


umentation to councilors or to the 
press until this morning at 8:30. 


Approved were the department. 


budgets of the city clerk, city solic- 
itor, Fire Department, mayor, City 
Council, Health Department, West 


Side Advisory Council, Morningside. 


Advisory Council and unclassified. . 
Compromise presented 


Stracuzzi presented the compro- 
mise on line-item authority, par- 
tially hammered out in private con- 
ference between Wojtkowski and 
her administration and city coun- 
cilors. p 


The administration wanted to cut 
the number of line items in half, 
from 1,200 to 600. The Council 


agreed in principle to the consoli-: 
dation of accounts earmarked for” 
expenses but rejected the adminis-”' 


tration’s call for consolidation of 
personnel line items, insisting that 
each employee be accounted for in 


the budget. If the administration 
agrees to this proposal, the number 
of line items would be cut to about * 


900. 


The Council also agreed to limits . 


on its powers over transfers within 
departments. Under the proposed 
new arrangement, the Council 
would no longer review transfers of 


less than $1,000. If the administra- | 


tion dipped into the same line item 
for a transfer more than once, it 
would be required to submit the 
second transfer for Council review. 
A $100,000 limit on unsupervised 
transfers also was set. 

The Council’s proposal now goes 
back to the administration for re- 


view, and further negotiations are 


expected. \y \\3\ 29 


Flowering apple trees 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— | 
The new flowering crab apple 


are flowering! They are lovely! It 


- must be appreciated by those who 


made it possible — the Department 
of Public Works, the construction 
company, the Parks Department 
and the Citizen’s Committee all 
made it happen. 
Their beauty is the best reward. 
AUDREY CONNOLLY 

192 Second St. =z 


. Pittsfield 5 |30\ 9 





gives up plans for fire 


and Little League fields. They are 
now stored in one of the buildings 
during the off-season. 

The main garage houses five 
tractors and two trucks, he said. 
“The storage of bleachers is my 
main concern,” he said. “There are agree 
thousands of boards, and they have tograp 
to be out of the weather.’’ 

City Council President Angelo C. 


By Linda Burchard 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The chairman of 

the committee to create a fire mu- 
seum in Pittsfield said last night’s 
vote by the Park Commission re- 
fusing the use of two of its buildings 
at Springside Park has quenched his 
hopes. 
“T guess it’s all gone now,” said a 
discouraged John D. Amuso after 
the commission on a 3-2 vote turned 
down his request for the buildings, 
now used for storage. The museum 
would have housed old firefighting 
equipment and memorabilia. 

Amuso said he will return the 
equipment that has been donated or 
- supplied as a permanent loan and 
will abandon his two-year quest for 

a museum on cily property. “Evi- 
dently, this isn't the city or the 
time,” he said. 

Amuso said the park property was 
“s Jast resort,” after both the Cen- 
tral and Morningside fire stations 
were eliminated as possibilities. 

“Pm disappointed,” he said. : 
Commission members who voted | 
against his request said they did so 

‘because they had no assurance that, 
once the buildings were designated 
for the museum, the storage Te 


quirements of the Park Department » 


could be met elsewhere. 
In addition, Chairman David L. 


quishing the two structures, which 
are in good condition. 

‘Casting the other two negative 
votes were Roger B. Sloper and 
Roxanne Spence. | 

Voting to allow the museum were 
Clifford J. Nilan and Paula J. Vir- 
gilio. Nilan called on commission 
members to show “cooperation and 
compromise.” 

Urgency was a factor in last 
night’s vote, Amuso told the com- 
mission, because he has to remove 
the donated firefighting equipment 
from the former Buick dealership 
on South Street by Sept. 1. A buyer 
for that property has been found. 

Anthony Stracuzzi, park foreman, 
expressed concern about where al- 
ternate storage would be found for 
the bleachers for Wahconah Park 


Stracuzzi, a vigorous advocate of 
museum, urged the commission 
to accept acknowledged inconve- 
nience for the sake of a benefit to 
the community. 

“Pm looking for a community ef- 
fort,” said Stracuzzi, who main- UES, 
tained that consolidation and selec- 
tion elsewhere could obtain the 
needed storage space. 

“7 think it 
up the attic,” he said. 

Stracuzzi pledged the cooperation 
of the city in seeking alternative 
storage space. 

Amuso said he had received the 


s a matter of cleaning 


Rebuffed by parks board, alae | 


museum — 


assurance of the permanent loan ofsce: 
the extensive collection of Eastover - 
Resort in Lenox and of fire equip- 
ment from several Berkshire . 
County towns and the Berkshire ° 
Museum. The Berkshire ieee had 
d to make available o 

hs of firefighters, he said. 


d pho- . 


“All the Berkshire County fire : 
departments were really inter- . 
ested,” he said. | 

He said organizers had planned a :. 
firemen’s muster and parade over . 
Labor Day to raise funds for the ; 
roposed museum. 

“All the plans are gone now, ae 
> he said. ‘It would have - 
been a great thing for Berkshire « 
County 
very disappointed. I know I had 
something very good going here. 
Maybe somebody will have a 
change of heart and something will . 
be available, but I’m not going to « 
count on it. ) 

“IT gave it my very best.” 


and more for Pittsfield. 'm . 
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~ Commission 


Dickhaus said he objected to relin- 


turns down 
fire museum 


By DAVID A. VALLETTE 


PITTSFIELD — In a 3-2 vote, 
the city Parks Commission last 
night rejected a plan to house a 
new fire museum in two Spring- 
side Park buildings. 

“TI don’t think the parks com- 
mission has any vision of what 
these buildings could be,” City 
Council President Angelo C. Stra- 
cuzzi, who had pushed for 
approval, said after the vote. 


*x * * 


The plan won the support of 
commissioners Clifford J. Nilan 
and Paula Virgilio, but Chairman 
David L. Dickhaus was joined by 
Roger B. Sloper and Roxanne 
Spence in concluding that handing 
over the two buildings — the larg- 
est and best kept of the five-build- 
ing garage and storage complex 
off upper North Street — would 
shortchange the parks department 
on space for its own equipment. 

The decision followed a report 
from Vincent J. Hebert, superin- 
tendent of parks, that he had can- 
vassed other city departments and 
was told none had any space to 
store parks equipment that would 
be ousted from the two buildings. 

But Nilan, who acknowledged 
that he initially opposed the plan, 
said the storage problem is one 
that can be dealt with one way Or 
another, and the museum wou d 
be an appropriate use for land 
that had been given to the city for 
parks and recreational use. 
 “Let’s open the door. Let’s com- 
promise,” he said. ) 

Virgilio also said the plan would 
provide a way to improve the 


buildings at a time when there is 
no money to do so, since the peo- 
ple behind the museum effort 
would be doing that. 

“We're overlooking an opportu- 
nity to get these buildings fixed up 
... They area disgrace,” she said. 

Stracuzzi said the City Council, 
in supporting the request for the 
museum, realizes it involved 
inconveniences since there would 
be no easy solution to the space 
squeeze, but “If we were all be- 
hind this we could make anything 
happen.” 

Referring to the storage ques- 
tion, Stracuzzi contended the com- 
missioners were “looking for ways 
to not do it instead of to do iti” 

With Stracuzzi was firefighter 
John D. Amuso who has spear- 
headed the campaign for a fire 
museum and has seen other sites 
— jncluding the former Central 
Fire Station on Allen Street be- 
cause it is in unwilling private 
hands, and the former firehouse on 
Tyler Street because it is in use by 
Civil Defense and the Pittsfield 
4th of July Parade Committee — 
be rejected. 


*x* * * 


Amuso said most of the fire 
trucks and equipment he has gath- 
ered from Eastover Resort and 
elsewhere are sheltered at a for- 
mer car dealership where the 
space is only available until the 
end of the-month. He does not yet 
know where it can be moved. 

Amuso said the lack of a site 
could force him to return the do- 
nated equipment with little expec- 
tation they will be redgnated. 


8-15—S 





Parks board gives first priority — 
for paving to information booth | 


PITTSFIELD — If any money is 
raised for paving walks in the Park 
Square area, the Parks Commission 
wants'the area around the informa- 
tion booth near the Berkshire 
County Courthouse paved first. 

Commission members voted last 
night that the booth area should be 
paved in brick first, so as not to 
take any chances on its inclusion. 

“It should be done first, to be sure 
it gets done,’”’ said commission 
member Clifford J. Nilan. 

The plan for Park Square im- 
provements submitted by Pittsfield 
Central to the commission for its 
endorsement does not include a 
walkway around the information 
booth, because, according to Pitts- 
field Central, the area has already 
been blacktopped. 

Pittsfield Central is the promotion 
and development agency for the 
city’s business community. It 


launched a fund-raising effort, orig- 
inally with a goal of $75,000, in order 
to improve and enhance the square. 
An additional $25,000 was to come 
from the city. | 

The fund raising did not go as 
well as hoped. Last night, the 
commission approved a_ vastly 
scaled-down version, consisting 
primarily of old-fashioned style 
lamp standards and costing an es- 
timated $16,000. 

The original version, presented to 
the commission in 1986, would have 
added more trees, paved walks with 
brick and crushed stone, fenced the 
grassy area and relocated two small 
monuments. 

The new plan calls for six light 
standards for Park Square and one 
for the information booth, at $1,123 
apiece; concrete mountings for the 


standards at $284 apiece; wiring at | 
$2,310, and two floodlights for $160. 


Also included are two weeping 
crab-apple trees for $185; a walk- 
way from the sidewalk to the Viet- 
nam Memorial for $815, and five 
trash barrels at $2,240, or $450 each. — 

In other business last night, the 


‘ commission determined that a date 


requested by Patrick Crippa and 
Michael Crippa of 4 White Terrace 
for a proposed protest against ‘mar- 
ijuana laws at the Common on First _ 
Street, Aug. 26, could not be 
granted. The date is already spoken 
for by the Catholic Youth Center’s 
soccer program, es 
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| Hebert: — 
It’s time 
to retire 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Superintendent of Parks 

and Recreation Vincent J. Hebert, 71, yes- 

terday announced his retirement after 39 
years in the city’s service. 

In a late afternoon press conference in 
the mayor’s office, Hebert said he had 
decided it is time for a younger man to take 
over the department. 

Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski, who 
worked as ‘‘an assistant something-or- 
other” for Hebert in 1951, said she had 
talked him out of:resigning a month ago, 
“but this time he submitted it in writing, so 
Iknewitwasmouse.” =. 

Hebert said he had ‘‘mixed emotions” 
about retiring, but after much reflection 
had decided that “‘a time comes for a 
change of command.” He said he will stay 
on until Dec. 31 to give the mayor time to 
find a replacement. 

On that score, Parks Commission 
Chairman Roger D. Sloper said, “Someone 
can take Vin’s job, but they’ll never take 
his place.” 


Hebert was unstinting in his praise of 
Pittsfield as a fine place to live and raise 
children and said he looks forward. to 
spending his retirement years here. He 
came in 1950 from Montpelier, Vt., with the 
intention of staying three years, and 
quickly decided that this was the place for 
him and his family, so he never left. 


Over the years, Hebert became a fixture 


Daniel O. Bellow 


Hebert AFTER 39 YEARS in city government, Vincent J. Hebert has announced he 


Continued on Page B3 
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One can only second Mayor Anne Everest 


Wojtkowski’s expressed hope that Vincent J. 
Hebert, Pittsfield’s long-time superintendent of 
parks and recreation, will indeed find that his 
appetite for work gets the better of his an- 
nounced plan to retire December 31. He has been 


7, a Stalwart defender of the city’s parks and its 


/ es PMR? St ARR ee i 
recreatign programs over the years. His biggest 


= 


disappoigiment he says, was the City Council’s 
ailure if 1975 to approve acquisition of the 
Camp Onota property, with its exemplary view 
of both the lake and Mount Greylock. That was, 


for many in Pittsfield, “the one that got away.” 


will be leaving as superintendent of parks and recreation on Dec. 31. 


7, hy i 
/ i He oe 


Hebert decides to retire 


Continued from Page B1 


in the life of the city, Wojtkowski 
said, adding, ‘Everyone in the city 
has either worked for him or had 
their life touched in some way by 
his programs.’’ Last year, Hebert 
had a street near Burbank Park 
named after him by act of the City 
Council, and this July he was mar- 


shal of the Fourth of July parade. 


Hebert spoke of his lifelong 
commitment to increasing the city’s 
parkland and pointed with pride to 
Burbank and Springside parks. Of 
the latter, he said, ‘It should be- 
come to Pittsfield what Central 
Park is to New York City.”’ 

His biggest disappointment, he 
said, was the City Council’s refusal 
in 1975 to buy Camp Onota, with its 
view of the lake and Mount Grey- 
lock, as a park for the-city. 

His greatest pleasure, he said, 
was in interviewing and giving jobs 


to young people and watching them 


respond with enthusiasm. He la- 
mented the cuts of Proposition 214, 
which forced him to curtail many 
activities and to close playgrounds, 
but he said the parks program in 


Pittsfield has recovered and is a 


credit to the city. 
He thanked the people of the 


city’s neighborhoods for their dedi- 


cation to the parks and praised the 
leaders of city government for their 


commitment to acquiring public 


land to keep as open space. 2 


Hebert acquired a reputation as; 
an outspoken defender of his pro-% 
grams, a reputation confirmed in: 
budget hearings last spring when he 
fought to get the Council to reject:) 
Wojtkowski’s proposal to consoli- 
date the parks and maintenance,; 
departments. 

He said, chuckling, that this was'- 
no factor in his decision to retire. i, 
“Tye weathered these things be- 
fore,” he said. i 

After he left, however, Wojt-' 
kowski confirmed that one of the 
cost-cutting measures she is Ccon-« 


: sidering is some consolidation of thes: 


Park Department with another de-s, 
partment. 

A native of Quincy, Hebert served _ 
in the U.S. Navy in World War II.’ 
and earned a master’s degree in, 
education and recreation at Col-, 
umbia University in New York. He,, 
has won many awards and honors: 
since moving to Pittsfield 39 years. 
ago. \ or 

Hebert is said to enjoy working 
long hours. His wife, Pearl, said... 
yesterday, ‘A week at home and, 
he’ll want to cose back fo hen 2 

“That’s what Wee) oping for,” 


Wojtkowski said. i1F Ga 


t 
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to be held for 
Vincent Hebert 


PITTSFIELD — Tickets are on 
| sale for a retirement testimonial for 


_ Vin ent J. Hebert, longtime super- 


suc Lake, starting with a cocktail . 


rat 6 p.m. John C. Marchesi, 


chairman. ° 


Hebert, 71, announced in Sep- | 


‘ tember that he would retire Dec. 31 


after 39 years of service in city 


’ government. — oh 
Tickets may be obtained at the 
Park Department office at 874 
North St. and from the following 
_ committee members: 

Edwin R. Grady,,7 Myrtle St., 
Fred and Gail Garner, 92 Holmes 
' Road, Ralph Froio, 23 Ensign Ave., 
- Louis J. Russo, 131 Ridgeway Ave., 
_ Bill Loucks, 81 Allengate Ave., An- 

thony Sacchetti, 83 Delancy Ave., 
Bernard J. Goclowski, 287 Holmes 
Road, Roger Sloper, 24 Upland 
. Road, David Dickhaus, 428 Pomeroy 
, Ave., Paula Virgilio, 280 Dalton Di- 
‘ vision Road, Clifford Nilan, 72 
Winesap Road, and Roxanne 
_ Spence, 1450 North St... © 
A-limited number, of tickets will 
be available. ‘Ticket deadline is 
Tuesday, Jan. 2. No tickets will be 
cea meme 11/2017 


s- *: Mica ie Fa ° ° . 
director of recreation, is committee — 


day, December 5, 1989.--- .B3 | 
Pittsfield seeks 


‘ 


persons to work 


in winter sports 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
is seeking applications for winter 
sports workers. 

John C. Marchesi, director of 
recreation, announced that ski tow 
operators will be paid an hourly 
wage of $5, and supervisors, $4.25. 

The positions are part time, and 


on a call-in basis. Hours are week- 


days from 6:30 to 9 p.m., and 
weekends and holidays, from 1 to 9 


p.m.) 

The 10-week season usually begins 
about Dee: 15, depending on the 
weather, he said. The ski area ‘is at 
Osceola playground, off West 
Hoiisatonic Street; the ice rink is at 
the/First Street Common. 

- Marchesi ‘said the department 
hopes to hire 10 or 15 employees. 


/ Volunteers sought 


‘ Creche is a symbol 


eK 


Department | 
‘D — The city’s De-. 


partment of Parks and Recreation 
is seeking volunteers to instruct af- 
ter-school activities at Morningside 
and West Side community schools. 
The activities poues drawing, 
etry, storytelling, games | 
peed Wu teeks are asked to con- 
tact the department at Springside 
House, 874 North St. 12] 1] £9 j 


ys 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


I was dismayed and disappointed 
with the solution to the so-calle 
creche problem, published in the 
Dec. 14 Eagle. | 


How is it that a group of what | 
thought to be intelligent adults al- 
lowed themselves to be swayed by a 
few individuals who obviously had 
nothing better to do than cause 


trouble? 


In all the years I have lived in 


- Pittsfield, I have never heard any 


grumblings, or witnessed any pro- 
tests regarding the ereche’s erec- 
tion in the park. Nor have I ever 
seen anyone being forced to look at | 
it by any religious group. Tam a 
Catholic, but I always considered — 
the ereche to be symbol of a city 
taking pride in its appearance and 
thinking so much of its people as to 
want to please them by beautifying 
their park. I guess it was a futile 
gesture on Pittsfield’s part, and it 
reminds me of the saying, You 
can’t please everyone. 

MONICA ALEXANDER 


31 Bartlett Ave. i 
Pittsfield VEY ich) e's Gay 





Leslie Noyes 


Egg sort 


e Pittsfi d Daniel 

‘na Bernat of the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Department an 
vires secretary of the Exchange Club, look over some of the more than 
10,000 eggs to be filled with jelly beans for the annual Easter egg hunt. More 


than 90 people mene ve aaa 
the eggs Tuesday at the Italian American Ulul 
Ha Sunday A 3 p.m. sharp behind Reid Middle School. 2 / wi / 


Easter Bunny 


at Athenaeum 


PITTSFIELD — Twitch the 
Easter Bunny will be at the chil- 
dren’s section of the Berkshire 
Athenaeum at 11:30 tomorrow. 
Prior to the rabbit’s appearance, 
youngsters will be entertained by 
two films starting at 11. The library 
said groups are welcome. No regis- 


tration is required. J/AIlYT 


tment and Exchange Club in stuffing 
Club. The children’s egg hunt will 


SS 


l 4 


The Easter egg hunt sponsored by 
the Pittsfield Parks and Recreation 
Department. and the Exchange 
Club, will take place Saturday at 3 
with a rain date of Sunday at 3. This 
information was given incorrectly in 


a caption in yesterday’s paper. 2/24) 


Joel Librizzi 


Bunny hugger 


Twitch the Easter Bunny embraces a youngster during a visit 
at the-Berkshire Athenaeum. 2/25 |% 


Va — 


10,000 eggs procured for \ 
Easter egg hunt Saturday 


PITTSFIELD — The Department 
of Parks dnd Recreation has an- 
nounced final plans for the city’s 
annual Easter egg hunt, to be held 
at 3 p.m. sharp on Saturday. This 
year’s event will be held behind 
Reid Middle School and will include 
10,000 eggs and more than 50,000: 
jelly beans, all donated by Price 
Chopper. 

The traditional event will once 
again be sponsored by the Pittsfield 
Exchange Club and the Department 
of Parks and Recreation. In the 
event of poor weather, the hunt will 


take place on Sunday at 3 p.m. 
sharp, behind Reid Middle School. 

The event is open to Pittsfield 
youngsters 9 years old and younger. 
Children will be divided into the 
following four age groups: 2 years 
and younger, 3 and 4 years old, 5 
and 6 years old, and 7 to 9 years old. 
Prizes will be awarded in each age 
group for children finding the larg- 
est and smallest eggs as well as the 
golden, silver and black eggs. Chil- 
dren are asked to bring their own 
baskets. 

The Department of Parks and 
Recreation urges parents to be at 
Reid Middle School at 3 sharp. For 
further information, contact the 
department. 4] 31/74 
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“415 | 89 25 Years Ago’ oo 
Approximately 1,250 avid, fast- 


moving hunters ranging in age fro 

6 months to 9 years scrambler for 
Easter eggs during the annual hunt 
at Clapp Park. The event was 


sponsored by the Pittsfield De- 


partment of Parks and Recreation 


and the Exchange Club of Pittsfield. 


Snowfall forces 


cancellation of 


Easter egg hunt 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s annual 
Easter egg hunt was canceled Sat- 
urday because of snow, and the 


10,000 plastic eggs stuffed with more 
than 50,000 jelly beans have been 
given to city youth agencies for dis- 
tribution. 

Vincent J. Hebert, the city’s 
commissioner of community ser- 
vices, said that the eggs have been 
delivered to the Girls Club, Boys’ 
Club, Catholic Youth Center, Chris- 
tian Center and Salvation Army. | 

When the decision was made 
early Saturday to cancel, there 
were 3 inches of snow on _ the 
ground, said Hebert. The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation de- 
cided that conditions would be too 
cold and muddy to hold the event 
Sunday, which: was_ originally 
scheduled as a rain date, Hebert 
said. 

The towns of Williamstown, Dal- 
ton and Stockbridge held their an- 
nual egg hunts in youth centers or 
local libraries. 

Last month, lack of snow caused 
cancellation of the Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival’s Family Day, at Onota 
Lake. 4 / 


Herman Clement was chairman. J 


First meeting slated 
for Halloween parade 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s Rec- 
reation Department has scheduled | 


Meeting set Tuesday % 


the first organizational meeting for 
the 45th annual Halloween parade 
for Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Springside 
House, 874 North St. The parade will 
be co-sponsored by The Eagle. 

Local organizations are invited to 
enter floats, bands, or marching 
units in the parade. All entries must 
have themes related to Halloween. 

Groups wishing to participate are 
expected’to send representatives to 
the meeting. Groups interested in 
further. information but unable to 
attend this meeting may call the 


on Halloween Parade 


_ PITTSFIELD — The Depart 
of Parks and Recreation will ‘hold 
its second organizational meeting 
for the 45th annual Halloween Pa- 
rade on Tuesday at 7 p.m. at 
Springside House, 874 North St. 

Groups wishing to participate are 
asked to have a representative at 
the meeting. 

Groups that cannot send repre- 
sentatives or need more information 
may contact the department. 

The Berkshire Eagle is co-sponsor 


Recreation Department office at of the parade. 


Springside House. Sz oA Vo AYA vy lol & | Pq ) 


‘Candy inspection 


set for Halloween 


PITTSFIELD — The city De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 


and the Berkshire Association of | 


Treasure Hunters will again hold a 
candy inspection following trick or 
treat on Monday. 

Trick or treat is scheduled for 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Children may 
bring their bags of candy to the 
Springside House, 874 North St., be- 
tween 6:30 and 8:30 p.m. to be in- 
_spected with metal detectors by the 


Berkshire Association of Treasure © 


Hunters. 


The inspection is free; all children | 


are welcome, jo } DTK A 


yun 


( 
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Trick or treat 

PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation 
and the Berkshire Association 
of Treasure Hunters will co- 
sponsor a free candy inspection 
following trick or treat Monday, 
which is scheduled from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. Children may bring their 
bags of candy to Springside 
House at 874 North St. between 
6:30 and 8:30 p.m. to be inspect- 
ed by metal detectors by the 
treasure hunters. 

Merchants at the Berkshire 
Mall in Lanesboro will be giv- 
ing our free treats and bags 
sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. At 3 
o'clock there will be a costume 
contest for children 12 and 
under at the mall’s center. 


Downtown | 
Pittsfield 


6 PM-Bruce Hayes on guitar 
in Liberty Mall 
- en Parade 
down North Street 


- 8 PM-Halloween Party at 


Berkshire Museum” 
Plus Haunted Theatre*at | 
Berkshire Public Theatre | 


ap 


En. thru Tues. 
Gome if you dare... _% 
*qdmission 10/26 99 eh BLD 





Parade and ‘Haunted Theater’ 


top Pittsfield Halloween events 


_ PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield Central 
_ has announced four days of down- 
_ town family Halloween events that 
| will begin Friday, Oct. 27, and 
| culminate with the traditional pa- 
| rade Tuesday, Oct. 31: 

Events include Halloween crafts 
_at the Berkshire Athenaeum’s chil- 
| dren’s library, a children’s party at 
| the Berkshire Museum, a concert on 
North Street before the parade, 
_ trick-or-treat night and a return of 
| the “Haunted Theater’ at the 
_ Berkshire Public Theatre. 
| __ The BPT dramatizations will open 
_Friday and continue through Hal- 


actors make up for their characters. 
That will be Sunday from 12:30 to 
1:30. The same admission will be 


charged. The theater will also offer 


tours for the hearing-impaired 
Sunday from 1 to 6 and Tuesday 
from 4 to 7. 

The children’s library will offer 
free Halloween crafts workshops, 
the first on Monday at 3:30, the 
second on Tuesday at 10:30. Partic- 
ipants are asked to register in ad- 
vance. 

The traditional trick-or-treat ac- 
tivity is scheduled throughout the 


city Monday between 5:30 and 7:60. 
Parade at 7 p.m. 


The parade on North Street, | 
sponsored by the city Park Com- | 
mission, begins Tuesday at 7 p.m. | 


with floats and costumes. From 6 to 
7, Bruce Hayes, a local musician, 


will give a free performance at the | 
Liberty Mall on the corner of North | 


Street and Columbus Avenue. 


Following the parade, the Berk- | 
shire Museum will be host for a - 


Halloween party between 8 and 10. 


10/23/74 





_loween. Norma Reiner, develop- ,»= 


-ment director, said the production 
consists of a series of scenes in | 


various settings of a haunted hotel, | 
including the banquet room, | 
| kitchen, guest rooms and the 
-handyman’s room. Patrons will 
‘Move from room to room as the 
actors perform the scenes. | 





Caution advised 


Because the scenes are scary, | 
Reiner advises parents not to bring | 
children so young that they can’t | 
distinguish reality from theater. 

Hours of admission are Friday, | 

| Monday and Tuesday from 4 to 9 | 
and Saturday and Sunday, 2 to 9. | 
Admission is $2 for children under 

12; $3 for adults. | 

The theater is offering an alter- | 
native for children: watching the J 


| Parade will begin 
at 7 p.m. tomorrow 


-PITTSFIELD — I 
tion, Sheriff Carmen 
grand marshal of the 4 


een Parade, scheduled 
at 7 p.m. 


The parade wil] form on E 
ast § | 

Be up North Street to end at Waheo ue | 
ark. The reviewing stand will be in front - | 


n Keeping With tradi- | 
. Massimiano wil] be 
oth Annual Hallow- | 
to begin tomorrow 


of Pittsfield Furniture Store, 180 North St. 


The parade wil] consist 
of b 
and Marching units from |] 
schools, aS well as oth 
izations, with a total 
lineup. 


Ocal 


The grand marshal for the event, which 


Halloween parade 


Continued on Page B3 (>| 30) 7" | . 


ands, floats | 


area 


er community organ- | 
of 40 units in the | 


} Halloween Trick-or-Treat Nights 
. Adams — Tuesday, October 31, 5:30-7:30 p.m 
__. Cheshire — Monday, October 30, 5:30-7:30 





Dalton — no community-wide, designated night — 
Great Barrington — Tuesday, October 31, 6-8 
_ Hancock — Sunday, October 29, 5-7. 
_ -Hinsdale — Friday, October 27. 
 Lanesborough — Sunday, October 29, 5-7 
Lee — Tuesday, October 31, 3:30-7.  % 
-Y Lenox — Monday, October 30, 5:30-7:30 
__North Adams — Tuesday, October 31, 5-7 __ 
© Pittsfield — Monday, October 30, 3:30-7:00 
Stockbridge — Monday, October 316-8 


x 


— West Stockbridge — Monday, October 31, 4-7 
Williamstown — Tuesday, October 31, 5:30-7:30. . 


Community Halloween Parades 


| Alford, Saturday, 6:30 p.m.; Dalton, Friday, 6:15: Hinsdale, 
| Saturday, 2; Pittsfield, Tuesday, 7: Stockbridge, Monday, 6 


‘ 
? 


W. Stockbridge, Tuesday, 6:15. For other Halloween events, 


Continued from Page B1 


is co-sponsored by the Department 
_ of Parks and Recreation and The 
| Berkshire Eagle, will be Sheriff 


Carmen C. Massimiano. 
Floats constructed by adults and 


_ children will be judged in two sepa- 

_ rate categories, with prizes of $100, 

| $75 and $50 each. An award of $25 

will go to the float selected by youth 
| judges as their favorite. 


First, second and third prize 


_ bands will receive awards of $100, 
| $75, and $50. 


The school organization with the 


_ largest number of marchers, based 
on percentage of enrollment or 
' membership, will receive a $25 
_ award. 


In addition, judges stationed at 


_ the parade lineup will be awarding 
_ gift certificates to 25 children in 
_ costume. 


If it rains or snows tomorrow 


_ evening, changes in plans for the 
_ parade will be announced over the 
_ local radio stations by 5:30 p.m. 


The lineup of the march is as 


_ follows: 


| Pittsfield Police Department Cruiser 
_ Pittsfield Recreation Car e 
| Halloween Parade Grand Marshal Sheriff 


| Check this calendar or call your town hall, 8¢«<dnie VO@ ic 


iO | Z1ls% 


" Halloween parade lineup 


Carmen C. Massimiano 

Berkshire County House of Correction 
Float 

VFW Post 448 Color Guard 

Pittsfield Fire Department Vehicle and 
Sparky 

City of Pittsfield Dignitaries 

Pittsfield High School Cheerleaders 

Pittsfield High School Band 

Wellesley Park Neighborhood Marching 
Unit 

Carrie Farrell-Pittsfield Carnival Queen. 


Taconic High School Band 

Taconic High School Cheerleaders 

Berkshire Hilton Float 

Berkshire Athenaeum Bookmobile 

Berkshire Athenaeum Marching Unit 

Stearns School Float 

Stearns School Marching Unit 

Berkshire Royal Knights Drum and Bu- 
gle Corps. 

Beloit of Lenox Marching Unit. 


WBEC News Van 

Lee High School Band 

Boys Club Swim Team Marching Unit 
Boys Club Swim Team Vehicle 

Allendale School Float 

Allendale School Marching Unit 

Highland School Marching Unit 

Dorothy Amos Association Float 

Dorothy Amos Association Marching Unit 
Pittsfield Girls Club Float. 


Wahconah Regional High School Band 

Miss Hall’s School Float 

Miss Hall’s School Marching Unit 

Morningside Community School March- 
ing Unit 

Brass Action Drum and Bugle Corps. 

Richmond Marching Unit and Kay-Bee 


Toys Float. jol 30 24 





Craig F. "Walker 


PAINTING Halloween parade float, Wellesley Street neighborhood children wield brushes under the direction of 


Matthew Pictrowski, at rear. 


Neighborhood wild about Halloween 


By Linda Burchard 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Some pretty weird folks 
are hanging around the Wellesley Street 
neighborhood these days, but none of we 
residents seems to mind. 

In fact, they are getting used to living in | 
the hotbed of Halloween tomfoolery, and | 
have turned spookdom into a neighborhood | 
project. 

This is the first year that the neighbor- 
hood has constructed a float to enter in the | 
annual Halloween parade, and on Wed- | 
nesday, Harry Soules’ garage bustled with | 
activity. 

A dozen youngsters brandishing sii 


brushes daubed finishing touches on their | 
collective: creation, Dr. Frankenstein’s cas- | 


tle, complete with ghoulish denizens. 

The theme, ‘‘Frankenstein’ Lives at | 
Wellesley Park,’ and the project itself, | 
were instigated by Matthew Pictrowski, a 


Pittsfield police officer who admits to hav- | 
ing been always a little bit batty about 


Halloween. 

It dates from his childhood, when, he 
said, his father, city fireman Walter Pict- 
rowski, took him trick-or-treating. 


\ 


1 


‘At Halloween, you can have a lot of fun, 
and let the creative side go,’ said the 
younger Pictrowski. He hatched the basic 
designs, but a large part of the fun, he said, 


Neighborhood 


Continued from Page BI 


/any Rossi, a 3d grader at Stearns} 
School, cheerfully informed a co- 
_worker. The stabbing would have) 
_ inflicted paint, rather than a wound. 
| Last year, Pictrowski and family! 
' members donned makeup and cos- 
_tumes to depict a chamber of hor; 
rors for. trick-or-treat night. On 
_ Monday, they will portray Frank: 
enstein characters for ° trick-or- 
treaters. 

“It’s tough to top last year’s a 
| formance,” he said. 

This year, the float will be fol- 
lowed by neighborhood youngsters| 
_marching in costume as Frank-| 
_ enstein and brides of Frankenstein. 

_. Then there’ll be a little respite’ 
before thinking up plans for next | 
_ year. 

_ “Everybody gets a kick out of it,” | 
said Pictrowski. ‘Kids and par-' 
-ents.”’ 


is watching the youngsters give free rein to | 
their ghoulish fancies. | 

“Everybody uses their imaginations: to | 
the fullest,” he said. “‘And the paint Hows | 
pretty freely on the kids.”’ 

Last Saturday had been construction inet 
when the refrigerator boxes donated by | 
Appliance World were framed with what- | 
ever scrap lumber anybody had in reserve, | 
and so transformed into the towers and | 
massive gate of the dismal castle. | 

On Wednesday, Joyce Ryu, a 6th grader | 
at Herberg Middle School, painted a ghost | 
with red-rimmed pink eyes looking out | 
from behind bars, an inhabitant of the | 


_ infernal dungeon. A little later, she daubed 
| glowing orange dots in the yellow eyes of a | 
_| red-handed green monster. 


6th grader helps | 
Pictrowski. said that John Soules, a 6th | 


_grader at Notre Dame, has been “‘‘a tre- | 
_mendous help” in working out the details oi | 
| the project. 


“T almost stabbed you in the head,” Beth- | 


Neighborhood | 
Continued on Page B3 jo| 30| 8 
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By Meg Sandoval 
Special to The Eagle - 


|. PITTSFIELD — Weather and city 
| officials yesterday cast a cancellation 
| Spell on the Halloween parade, letting 
. down legions of would-be marchers. 

+ In -years past, the event was the 
_ culmination of several days of Hal- 
| loween festivities. So it would have 
, been this year until news of the pa- 
_rade’s cancellation hit the radio sta- 
. tions yesterday afternoon. 

A steady rain, coupled with safety 
concerns and a dismal weather fore- 
_ cast, prompted Parks and Recreation 
| Department officials to call it quits 
| around midday — a move that sent 
| eke of disappointment through the 
City. 

' But it was hard to tell who was 
more disappointed: the adults who 
spent months designing and assem- 


the children who planned to ride on 
the floats and march in costume with 
their schoolmates. 

Dr. Dennis J. Ovitsky of Allen 
Heights Veterinary Hospital said he 
had allowed a group from the Al- 
lendale School use of the garage next 
to the animal! hospital to construct the 
school float. | | 
_ “Some very fine folks have been 
working weeks and weeks on the Al- 
lendale float,’ said Ovitsky. ‘They 
actually began designing it last 


_March and have worked completely 


with donated materials. 


“The looks on their faces when they _ 


told me it was canceled, well, it was 
terrible,’ he said. ““There just aren’t 
too many secondary uses for a Hal- 
loween float. They [the Parks and 


Recreation Commission] could have: 


just planned for a rain date because 


‘ Confusion rains on parade 


this time of year.”’ 

At 6 p.m., with the rain tapering 
off, David L. Dickhaus, chairman of 
the Board of Parks Commissioners, 
said his office had ‘‘been flooded with 
calls.” His board and officials from 
the Parks Department met to try to 
salvage the unhappy situation only to 
report a few hours later that re- 
coordinating plans with police and 
other agencies involved were impos- 
sible. 

‘‘We gave it one hell of a good. shot, 
but we are going to stick by our 
original decision to cancel alto- 
gether,’’ said Dickhaus. ? 

Meanwhile, 16 members of. the 
Brass Action Senior Drum and Bugle 
Corps, a group with several members 
from Boston and Amherst, decided to 


Confusion 


Leslie Noyes 


SADNESS emanates from Shane Wnukowski, 6, of Pittsfield, after the parade was canceled. 
a/ 1X9 


bling floats, the marching bands, or _ the weather here is so unpredictable Continued on Page B8 


| ) Continued from Page Al | 
| have their own parade and marched south on the | 
sidewalk from the Boys’ Club on the east side of | 

North Street to the Berkshire Museum, where in- | 
door Halloween events were in progress. | 
‘We wanted to give the kids a little piece of the | 
parade since it got rained out. We hope we took a | 
little bit of the sting out [of the canceled parade],”’ | 
‘begin with the ‘Grand March’’ said Sam Smith, the corps’ assistant director and | 
around the gymnasium during music arranger. . | 


which costumes will be judged. | | | 


Prizes will be awarded for the 
funniest, scariest, most original, 
most like Halloween, prettiest and 
ugliest costumes. The winners will | 
represent the Girls Club in the Hal- | 
loween Parade. 


The party is free and open to the 
public. Children in kindergarten and 
older are welcome. Parents are to 
drop off and pick up their children 
unless they have been scheduled to 
volunteer. Tickets are limited to 
150, will be distributed on a first 
come, first served basis, and must 


Party for children 
planned at Girls Club | 

PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield | 
Girls Club will hold its annual chil- | 


dren’s Halloween Party Wednesday | 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The party will | 


‘The looks on their faces 
when they told me it was 

canceled, well, it was 
terrible. ’ 


“We'll show them and have our own parade,’’ | 
said his wife, Pat Smith, who hurriedly guided two | 
small children, bearing the corps banner between | 
them, after the marching band. ) ie | 
; The unexpected sounds of the marching band| 
be picked up by the children prior to drew a ine of spectators from businesses on | 
the event. o/2al a both sides of North Street. Brass Action stopped at 
SOE ad I ' Melville Street and at Sottile Park to play a few 
selections before continuing along to the museum, 
where the band took to the stage. | 


‘Unexpected treat’ 


“It was an unexpected treat,’ said Kevin M.| 
Connolly, who brought a van full of children and| 
their Big Brother/Big Sister counterparts from 
Williams College in Williamstown for the parade. 

Connolly said the Pittsfeld festivities are so popu- 
lar with his children that they gave up going out on | 
their hometown’s trick-or-treat night to attend the | 
festivities here. 

When they learned that the parade had been 
canceled, Connolly took his children to the spook 
house at the Berkshire Museum. The Connollys and | 
crew were on their way home when they met up | 
with Brass Action at the intersection of Eagle and» 
North streets. | 


Awards promised 


Director of Recreation John J. Marchesi said the 
floats will be judged sometime today and his de- | 
partment will ‘“‘make some kind of awards.’’ But | 
four of the 10 floats expected in the parade had | 
been dismantled by the time the decision to judge | 
them was made, he said. 

Dickhaus mentioned the remote possibility that 
the remaining floats could be placed in Park Square 
for viewing today, but he could offer no concrete | 
details last night. | | 

In a related event, 120 children had their candy | 
screened Monday night at Springside by the Berk- | 
shire Association of Treasure Hunters. No foreigny 
objects were found. 4 

tj | v4 \ 


a Leslie Noyes 
| YOUNG CAT Jaime Gennari, 20 months old, takes time out from Halloween festivities at 
f the museum for a drink from her bottle. iq 
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|-2<) By DAVID A. VALLETTE 
| PITTSFIELD — Cancellation of 
the city’s annual Halloween pa- 
rade Tuesday night puts the fu- 
ture of the event in jeopardy, and 
steps are needed to assure people 
it will not happen again, accord- 

- ing to Clifford J. Nilan, a member 
lof the city Parks Commission. 


“So that this year’s Halloween | 
parade fiasco will never recur, at 
ithe next Parks Commission meet- 
‘ing (Monday night) 1 am asking 
‘the commission to adopt a foul- 
| weather policy for postponing and 


not cancelling the event,” 
said. 

Nilan cited long weeks of work, 
putting together floats and the 
time and expense of creating cos- 
tumes by parents and children, as 
wasted this year. 

The parade was to have stepped 
off at 7 p.m. Halloween night, but 
was. called off that afternoon 
when it began to rain and weather 
reports promised more rain that 
evening. 

Officials huddled to try to re- 
schedule it for the next night, but 
it was decided that the logistics of 
doing so made it impossible. 


Nilan 


is provided by local band that marched despite cancellation of the parade. 


“We just couldn’t reschedule it,” 
John C. Marchesi, city director of 
recreation, said last night. 


Among other things, most of the 
eight floats built for the parade 
were already dismantled, and 
there were problems in assigning 
police to the event, he noted. 


Nilan blamed the situation on a 
lack of established policy that 
would ensure the parade would be 
held. 


He proposes that when the com- 
mission sets the date for the pa- 
rade it also set an alternative 
foul-weather date. 


felal | 


New policy urged on cancellation 
city’s annual Halloween parade | 


He also proposes that a formal, 
procedure for deciding whether’ 


the parade can be held be estab-|. 


lished since there was criticism) 
that the parade was called off too) 
quickly Tuesday, with insufficient 
consultation with all involved. 


Under his plan, if weather) 
appears to be a problem, the su-| 
perintendent of parks will meet| 
with key organizers and sponsors, 
and the consensus will be pre-| 
sented to the full. commission: for 
a decision. | 


“Phis year’s folly must not be 


repeated,” he said. iy 


ate 


Parade 
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overlooked.” a 
As of yesterday morning, said 
Dickhaus, only three of the seven 
floats that were to appear In the 
| parade were in ‘“‘judgeable’’ condi- | 
tion. He said the. commissioners | 
| decided that it would be unfair to | 
- continue the contest, so the $550 in | 
| prize money was divided equally | 
| between all seven contestants. 
“We also strongly urged them to 
/ eome back next eat and try | 
ain,” Dickhaus said. | 
ae The prize money was donated by | 
the parade’s sponsors, The Eagle | 


Poor planning cited for inability ~ 
to reschedule Halloween parade _ 


PITTSFIELD — The chairman of the 
city’s Board of Park Commissioners said 
last night that “poor planning on our part” 
made it impossible to reschedule the city’s 
annual Halloween parade, which was can- 
celed Tuesday because of bad weather. 

David L. Dickhaus said that the commis- 
sioners’ failure to set a rain date hobbled 
efforts to put the celebration back on track, 


parade have traditionally been made by the | 
superintendent of the Parks and Recreation | 
Department. | 

That tradition was continued Tuesday | 
when: Superintendent Vincent J. Hebert | 


elected to cancel the event because of the | 
weather. | 


' 
{ 
' 


Something overlooked 


but he promised that Tuesday’s ‘“‘fiasco”’ 
would not occur again. 


“We have no quarrel with that,” Dick- | 


Inc. 


| and Kay-Bee Toy 


“There will be a rain date set next year, - 
and the commission will decide whether or 


haus said last night. ‘‘A life might have | 
been saved for all we know. However, | 
planning for rain, that’s something we | 


Park Commissioner 
Nilan yesterday 


& Hobby Shops | 


Clifford J. | 
issued a news re- 


not to switch to it, either by having a 
meeting or taking a telephone poll’’ he said, 
adding that most major decisions about the 


lease in which he called for taking | 
essentially the same steps outlined |. 
by Dickhaus. Nilan urged the | 
commission to adopt a foul- | 
weather policy ... 50 that those | _ 
people who were disappointed this | 
|. year can be assured that their ef- | 
| forts in the future will not go un- | 
rewarded.” y, 


- 
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| | paid policatical advertisment 


| . ge ‘ Ten-year-old Joseph Fijal of 27 | 

| | ; : N\ _ Watson St., Pittsfield, won the | | | DO YOU KNOW... 

Next Halloween: have rain day ready - Ns Ey deamd price! apa it Shoe. skates | | ANNE 
Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Department |. |. and a pass to Broyles Skating | : | 

_ Officials were well-advised to call off te would | | Arena, at the Pittsfield Park De-| ~ WOJTKOWSKI 


| | partment’s annual pumpkin contest. | | WAS 

| Have a very wet Halloween parade Tuesday | | Knpeornatchy ER VORRESIers at- | MAYOR 
night. But the soggy weather ought to teach | YMCA and | ~ 

) F : | tended the event at the and | October 31, 1989 

| Parade organizers a lesson: to have a rain date | | 52 homemade creations were en- | | When 

_ ready for future years. Too much work goes into | | tered in the contest. A green mon- | City Officials 

the parade floats and too many kids get a | _ ster with egg-shell eyes and parsley | Canceled the Halloween 

| genuine kick out of the event to let it be washed | _ hair won the grand prize for Joseph , | Parade 

out altogether. jf) 2.| 74 Aer: _. Fijal. 2 1 B01 S| Ee | ___(No Rain Date) 


No Leadership 
Vote 
Angelo G. Stracuzzi 


November 7th 
He makes Things Happen! 
A Proven Leader! 
{ ). . Jack Shaughnessy | 
°/4F — 10 Union Street v4 








V PITTSFIELD, 


/Neather and city officials Tuesday cast 
ancellation spell on the Halloween paradé, 
letting down legions of would-be marchérs. 
A steady rain, coupled with safety concerns 
and a dismal weather forecast, prompted 
Parks and Recreation Department officials 
to call it quits around midday Tuesday — a 
move that sent waves of disappointment 
through the city. 

It was hard to tell who was more disap- 
pointed: the adults who spent months de- 
signing and assembling floats, the march- 
ing bands or the children who planned to 

| ‘ride on the floats and march in costume 
slie | with their schoolmates. 
Hy Ys ) ew Dr. Dennis J. Ovitsky of Allen Heights 

_ Veterinary Hospital said he had allowed a 

group from the Allendale School use of the 
garage next to the animal hospital to con- 
struct the school float. 

“Some very fine folks have been working 
weeks and weeks on the Allendale float,” 
said Ovitsky. ““They actually began design- 
ing it last March and have worked com- 
pletely with donated materials. The looks 
on their faces when they told me it was 
canceled, well, it-was terrible,” he said. 
“There just aren’t too many secondary uses 
for a Halloween float. They the [Parks and 
Recreation Commission] could have just 
planned for a rain date because the 
weather here is so unpredictable this time 
of year.’ 

At 6 p.m., with the rain tapering o 
David L. Dickhaus, chairman of the Boar 
of Parks Commissioners, said his office had y 
“been flooded with calls.” His board and 
officials from the Parks Department met to 
try to salvage the unhappy situation only to | 
report’ a few hours later that re- 
coordinating plans with police and other 
agencies involved was impossible. 

Meanwhile, 16 members of the Brass Ac- 
tion Senior Drum and Bugle Corps, a group 
with ‘several members from Boston and 
Amherst, decided to have their own parade 
and marched south on the sidewalk from 
the Boys’ Club on the*east side of North 

| Street to the Berkshire Museum, where 
- Indoor Halloween events were in progress. 
_ “We wanted to give the kids a little piece of 
the parade since it got rained out. We hope 
| we took a little bit of the sting out [of the 
canceled parade],” said Sam Smith, the 
corps’ assistant director and music ar- 


| \ranger. é // S189 
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“Halloween Parade fiasco : 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Last March the children : 
lendale School drew aie: # 
what they would like for this year’s 
Halloween float. They voted on en- 
tries submitted from each grade 
and selected ‘‘Revenge of the 
Spooks’’ (a pirate ghostship). 
During the summer, blueprints 
were drawn up because we were 
constructing a shostship over a jeep 
and trailer. Early in September, our 


float was constructed over a fou’, 
week period. The children spent one 
entire Saturday painting it. A pro- | 
fessional recording studio recorded | 
the children singing our float song. 

Finally on Oct. 31, with a final | 
check-in with the Parks Department 
at 2 p.m., (which said, “Yes, the | 
parade is on”) three men took the | 
afternoon off from work to do the | 
final assembling of the float. | 

Isn't it amazing that our town | 
can’t find an hour free to give us a | 
parade? I haven't even mentioned | 
how confused our children are about | 
this situation. Try to explain it to | 
436 students. I have not gone into 
the extraordinary generosity of | 
various businesses in our commu- | 
nity that helped us build our float | 
entirely through donations. 


Christmas lights cooing up tonight 
Seu | | Ask me where my community 


“ephere are hundreds of details,” | | spirit is? Me | 
she said, ‘‘including varnishing | pirit is? It was spirited away’ | 
poles for flags, obtaining enough | 93 Flberon Ave LYNNE GRIFFIN | 

maw can , 


re will be 


By Lewis c. Cuyler 
. The an- 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


| PITTSFIELD — Christmas deco- 
_ rations will go up tonight on North AO 


bungee cords to tie the decorations | \ Pittstiel d 
Street and, because of the electrical around | 


down at critical points, storage of 


Square. This year 
the decorations, an coordination 


_ system, will stay turned on through 
the holiday season. 

_ Andree Tremoulet, executive di- 
_ rector of Pittsfield Central, said the 
annual effort actually begins 


| months before the decorations 80 


up, with dozens of volunteers hold- 
ing work sessions to repair wreaths 
from the last Christmas season oF to 


there will be a total of 10, six on 
Park Square and four on North 
Street. 

As for the lighting of the decora- 
tions before Thanksgiving, she said, 
it is done the same time every year. 


“This is a volunteer effort,’ she 
said, “‘and it involves about 50 ped- 
ple. It is much more difficult to get 


with city departments. 

“The budget totals about $5,000,’ 
she said, “some of it made up from 
donations.” Western Mass. Electric 
donates the electricity, which 
Tremoulet estimated cost between 

000, and Warner Cable 
Communications is donating labor 
for the work tonight. 


them together during the Thanks- 

giving holiday, so we have to do the 

job before. project, the Christmas tree and 
And, she said, “Once the lights creche at Park Square. The assem- 

are turned on, they stay on because bly of those elements 1s expected to 

\ take place after Thanksgiving. // 


7 The city Parks Department is in | 


_ add improvements. 
charge of a second downtown | 


This year, she said, the work in- 
volved rewiring the wreaths to ac- 

| ecommodate heavier fixtures for 

| Jarger, stronger lights that should 

| last through the seasou. there 1s no on-off switch.” 
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City lights 


Park Square in Pittsfield was ablaze with lights last night, moments after the 


ues, 
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city’s annual Christmas tree-lighting.ceremony. wR IZ | oT 





PITTSFIELD — Crews from the 
city’s Department of Public Works, 
Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation and the John H. Flynn Ine. 
tree service of Lenox, working in 
sharp, gusty winds, wrestled a 30- 
foot blue spruce tree into the center 
of Park Square yesterday for the 
holiday season. 

Parks Superintendent Vincent J. 
Hebert said the department had of- 
fers from eight families and finally 
chose a tree from Mr. and Mrs. 
Allan Arndt of 136 Imperial Ave. 

A member of the Arndt family 
will throw the switch lighting the 
tree in a ceremony on Dec. 7, 
Hebert said. Also participating in 
the lighting will be the Taconic High 
School band and choir, as well as a 
group of Girl Scout singers. 

Hebert said the city was “very 
fortunate” this year to have a good 
selection from which to choose. 
Proffered trees are critiqued for 
shape, color, size and ease of re- 
moval, Hebert said. 

“Timing is critical too,” he said. 


‘A lot of people call in the middle of 


summer. ’’ 
The tree was anchored by Pitts- 


4/122) 29 


field Civil Defense director Thomas 
Grizey and a volunteer crew. The 
CD volunteers will also decorate the 
tree. 

A Pittsfield Christmas tree has 
been a tradition for many decades, 
Hebert said. There was a break in 
the early 1980s when a live tree, 
planted for the late park commis- 
sioner, John Curletti, became the 
norm. But as the Curletti tree began 
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Joel Librizzi 


INTO ITS PLACE goes the blue spruce that will serve this year as the traditional Christmas 
tree in Pittsfield’s Park Square.. 


Park Square gets Christmas tree 


to decline, park officials returned to 


cut trees. 


The Park Square tree will remain 
in place for about two weeks follow- 


ing Christmas, Hebert said. 


A ie’ 


Tree ligh ting 


is scheduled’ _ 
for Thursday — 


PITTSFIELD — The Christmas .| * 
tree-lighting ceremony in Park: 
Square will be held Thursday, be- | 
ginning at7 p.m. . & 

The event, which is spoengored by 
the Department of Parks. and Rec- 
reation, will include participation by 
the Taconic High School band, the 
Taconic High School choir and the 
Girl Scouts of Berkshire County 

The tree, a 30-foot blue spruce, » 
was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Allan 
Arndt. The Arndts’ grandson, Brian © 
M. Rowe; will be. the official tree | 
lighter. \ | | 

The Civil‘Defense Departinent has | 
decorated thre trees in Pavk/Square. 
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Pittsfield youngsters 
| PITTSFIELD — Volunteer Santas and operators will again 


telephone Pittsfield children as part of the Department of Parks | 
and Recreation’s 8th annual ‘North Pole Calling” program, Mon- | 


Santa again to phone 


day and Tuesday from 4:30 to 8 p.m. 


Information sheets have been sent home with children in kin- | 


dergarten through grade 2 in city schools. Forms are available at 
the parks department’s offices at 874 North St. and are to be 
returned no later than Monday at noon. 

Parents are asked to list the child’s name, age, school, gifts 
requested, gifts he or she will receive, names of brothers, sisters 


and pets, and suggestions for remarks. Volunteers will use the | 
information to develop conversations with the children and help to _| 


discourage unrealistic expectations. 
Berkshire Savings Bank is again offering the use of telephones. 


Volunteers are from the Berkshire Chapter No. 65 Vietnam Vet- | 
erans of America, Retired Senior Volunteer Program, City Hall | 


and the Department of Parks and Recreation, Last holiday season, 
more than 550 children received telephone calls from Santa. 
12 \13\ GF 


500 youngsters 
get phone calls 


from Santa Claus 


PITTSFIELD — The Department | 
of Parks and Recreation has re- | 
ported that phone calls were made. | 
to more than 550 excited children as 
part of the 8th Annual “North Pole 
Calling” program. 


Each of the 550 children were able 
to speak directly with Santa calling 
from his North Pole workshop. 
“Twenty-one volunteer Santas and 
operators from RSVP, the Boy’s 
Club, Berkshire County Savings 
Bank, the Pittsfield Redevelopment 
Authority, the Vietnam Veterans, 
Chapter: 65, and the Pittsfield De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
donated more than 50 hours to reach 
the children by telephone. 

A total of 550 calls were made at 
the Berkshire County Savings Bank, 
which provided telephones and food 


: for the Santas. i / 2) 22/97 





Al jobs are lost 


‘ 


‘ 


in $64 million 


Pittsfield budget 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city budget 
for fiscal 1990, released yesterday 
by the mayor, will eliminate 41 
municipal jobs and an unknown 
number of jobs in the school de- 
partment if passed unchanged by 
the City Council. 

The budget shows a bottom line of 
$64,089,457, a six percent increase 
over this year, but every city de- 
partment took. an average seven 
percent cut. | 

By way of explanation, Mayor 
Anne Everest Wojtkowski said the 
budget anticipates no increase in 
state aid levels, coupled with the 
fact that expenses for items over 
which the city has no control, like 
health insurance and garbage dis- 
posal, shot up by 2.2 million. 

“It’s been a grim. job,’ Wojt- 
kowski said of the preparation of 
the budget. ‘“‘We have said all along 
that this would happen, and now 
you've seen it come true.’ 


Council can only cut 


The Council will soon begin its 
deliberations over the budget, which 
it can cut but not add to, ignorant of 
actual levels of state aid. These will 
not be known until the state budget 
is passed, probably sometime in 
June. 

“It’s going to be a tough budget 
session,” said Ward 4 Councilor 
Bernard J. Goclowski after the 
ceremony in the city clerk’s office. 
“With 41 jobs cut, we won't firmly 
approve it until state aid figures 
come in.”’ 

The 41 jobs eliminated on the 
municipal side represent a savings 
of about $1 million, the mayor told 
the Council. The Fire Department 
would lose funding for eight posi- 
tions, the police six, public works 
eight, public utilities five, mainte- 
nance four and three quarters, the 
Berkshire pinenaeurn one, plus 

three part-timers andathe parks 
alwo Smaller departments took 
Sinaller hits. The planning depart- 
ment will not have a position filled, 
the city clerk lost a half-time em- 
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ployee, as did the assessors and the 
accountant. 

Councilor at large James R. 
McCaffrey praised the mayor’s 
budget balancing effort, and pre- 
dicted that the 41 jobs could be cut 
through attrition, with less than 10 
layoffs and possibly none at all. 


‘Not flying blind’ 


But Public Utilities, Commissioner 
William L. Forestell last night said 
that of five laborers slated to be cut 
from his department, only two were 
eligible for retirement. 

“We will make every effort to 
avoid laying anybody off,” the 
mayor said, though she conceded 
that layoffs might be inevitable. 

In response to Ward 3 Councilor 
Eric S. Biss’s assertion that the 
mayor’s budget does not explain 
where the money is coming from 
and so is not a budget at all, she 
responded that revenue projections 
will be presented to the Council at 
the first budget session May 15. 

“We're not flying blind,’’ she said. 
“We anticipate revenues of about 
$66 million.”” Assuming level fund- 
ing of state aid at 28.7 million, the 
mayor said property taxes will raise 
about $24.5 million, local receipts 
will total $9.5 million, and free cash 
left over from fiscal 1989 will add $5 
million for a $64 million budget, 
with $2 million left over as free 
cash. 

The mayor said she was “cutting 
it very close,” by leaving only $2 
million as free cash, to be appro- 
priated by the City Council as 


needed, as the city’s free cash needs 


traditionally run about $2.5 to $3 
million. 


Free cash 


The city started this fiscal year 
with about $3 million in free cash, 
and now is down to about $1 million, 
with two months left before fiscal 
1990 begins. Last year’s free cash 
came mostly from two one-time 
sources: the Pyramid water deal 


Mayor presents 
Continued on Page B2 Vi 
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Ricco Carnevale of the Pittsfield parks staff begins the long, cold job of flooding the Common to 
turn it into a skating rink. The process began yesterday and is expected to take three days, 7 a.m. 


to 10 p.m. The goal is skating by the weekend. 
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Soggy skating 


) Clark, 12, had the Pittsfield Common skating rink to himself yesterday afternoon as thawing temperatures ) aio 
es, Sub-freezing weather resumed last night and restored good skating conditions. // ? / & 
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Ice capades 


Photos by Leslie Noyes 


FOR CAITLIN Boschetti, 4. of Pittsfield the first 
time on skates has its ups.and downs. Her mother, Judy, 
lends a helping hand — and smile — at the Common in 


Pittsfield. 
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Mayor’s secretary 
quits, cites need | 


for family time 


PITTSFIELD Mayor Anne 
Everest Wojtkowski’s secretary, 
Diana Wellington of Lee, has quit 
her job saying she wants to have 
more time for her family. 

Wellington, who has worked as a 
secretary for several Berkshire 
businesses and as manager for the 
Hand of Man gallery in Lenox, 
served as Wojtkowski’s secretary 
for a little more than a. year. Her 
last day at work was Friday. 

One complaint she voiced about 
working in the mayor’s City Hall 
office was the lack of a personal 
computer, which she said could 
have allowed much repetitious work 
to be done more easily. 

Wellington said she planned to 
take some time off to attend to her 
horses and had no definite plans for 
the future. 

Mayor Wojtkowski was not avail- 


able for ‘comment yesterday. 
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Dog power 


lied by his dog Bandit while scooter rider Byan Ruscetta, 14, tr 


to keep up on the Common rink. 
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Thomas, 12 
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Joel Librizzi 


A group of young athletes plays a pickup game of touch were in the low- to mid-40s, good weather for walking, bicy- 
football yesterday at Clapp Park in Pittsfield. ‘Temperatures cling and pushing strollers. 5} 2a 1 74 
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Snow at last 


Though skimpy, the snow that fell Saturday night was enough for thes 
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Carl E. Peaslee was name 
chairman of the Pittsfield Parks 
Speed Skating Club for the 1964-65 
season. He succeeded James Farry. 
Francis Zofrea was named vice 
president and Mrs. Peaslee, secre- 


Banjo Band to play * 
PITTSFIELD — The Banjo Band 
will perform Dixieland music to- 
morrow from 7 to 8:30 in the park- 


ing lot of Harry’s Supermarket at 
99) Wahconah St. The performance 


Michael J. McCarthy 
Solicitor 
leaving post 


By Daniel Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — City Solicitor Michael J. 
McCarthy has resigned his post effective 
April 1 to take a position in a private law 
firm, Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski 
confirmed yesterday. 

“Its a career move,” she said. ‘‘Public 
sector salaries can’t compete with the pri- 
vate sector. He served two years, and 
that’s a lot to ask of a young professional, 

“We're going to miss him deeply. He did 
an excellent job,” Wojtkowski said. She 
would not say which law firm he had 
joined. 

McCarthy himself was away yesterday 
and could not be reached. for comment. 

Appointed by Mayor Charles L. Smith in 


is part of the Twilight Concert Se- 


ries, sponsored by the city’s De 
pa of Parks and Recreation. 
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’Solicitor joining law firm 


Continued from Page Bl 
mayors and City Councils. ‘‘He was 
a good personal adviser to me and 
to the City Council, and that’s diffi- 
cult,’’ Wojtkowski said. 


Long hours 


During his tenure as solicitor, he 
refused to comment to the press on 
politics, answering questions only 
on the legal aspects of the issues 
facing city government. 

He represented: the city in nego- 
tiations and in litigation with parties 
from labor unions to baseball fran- 
chises, and registered opinions as to 
the legality of contracts and city 
actions and practices. He could of- 
ten be found in his office long after 
the rest of City Hall had knocked off 
work at 4 p.m. 

Under his stewardship, the city 
solicitor’s. office was expanded to 
include a second associate solicitor 
and increased paralegal help in re- 
sponse to what McCarthy called an 


broad range of legal knowledge. 


“Everybody genuinely likes — this. 


man and admires his professional- 
‘cm and his expertise,” she said. 
McCarthy told her early last month 
that’ he would enter private prac- 
tice, and since then she has been 
considering ‘“‘a number of people”’ 
to replace him, she said, without 
mentioning names. 


Former prosecutor 


McCarthy became solicitor after a 
five-year stint as a prosecutor with 
the Berkshire County district attor- 
ney’s office. He came to Berkshire 
County in 1982 from the Cumberland 
County district attorney's office in 
Portland, Maine. 

A 1978 graduate with honors of 
Assumption College in Worcester, 
he received his law degree from the 
University of Maine Law School in 
Portland in 1981 and has been ad- 
mitted to the bar in both Maine and 
Massachusetts. 


tary-treasurer. 
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Twilight concert 


program begins 

PITTSFIELD — The Twilight 
Concert Series, a 12-week series of 
‘free concerts held throughout the 
city, will begin tomorrow night. 

The first concert will be the Fab- 
‘ylous HiFi’s and will be held at 

_=Harry’s Supermarket, 290 Wah- 
conah St. from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
The concert series will run on a 
‘rotation basis. The locations, be- 
sides Harry’s Supermarket, will be 
Sacred Heart Church, Maplewood 
Park, Berkshire Town, Rose Manor 
and the Berkshire Hilton. All con- 
‘certs will be on Thursday evenings 
at the same time. 

The Twilight Concert Series is co- 
sponsored by the Music Perfor- 
‘mance Trust Fund of Musicians 
Local 109 and the city Department 
of Parks and Recreation through a 
matching grant from the union. The 
srant also covers an extension of 
‘concerts sponsored by Downtown 
Live. The extension will include four 
‘shows in front of City Hall on Fri- 
days from noon to 1 p.m. 

In the event of rain, the concerts 
-will be held in the auditorium of the 

‘Berkshire Athenaeum at 1 Wendell 
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“March 1987, McCarthy, 32, served two 
Solicit 2_ Le Ley “overwhelming” increase in the He lives in Pittsfield with his wife, 
iG ie as y amount of municipal legal work. the former Jodie Ann Sachetti, and 
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Common on First Street to create ice for skating. Today’s make t 


Ice cold 


During extreme cold this week, crews watered down the warmin 


Joel Librizzi 
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g temperatures, predicted in the 30-deg | 
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Paul W. Cormier 
Expanding horizons 


Mayor selects 
Paul Cormier 
for solicitor 


PITTSFIELD — Attorney Paul W. Cor- 
mier, 35, of the firm of Barry, Doyle & 
Cormier is Mayor Anne Everest Wojt- 
kowski’s choice for city solicitor to succeed 
Michael J. McCarthy. 

Councilor at large James R. McCaffrey 
predicted that Cormier would win unani- 
mous confirmation in the City Council, and 
other councilors agreed last night there 
should be no problem with his appointment. 

Cormier said yesterday that the mayor 
had asked him to take the post, and he 
would be honored to serve if confirmed by 
the Council. He said he probably would 
disassociate himself from-his firm in order 
to devote full time to the city solicitor’s job, 
on McCarthy’s recommendation. 

He said McCarthy had ¢alled and asked 
him if he was interested in the job, and he 
accepted, ‘not willing to look a gift horse in 
the mouth.” 

“I think this will be a good opportunity to 
expand my horizons,” he said. “I can really 
glean a lot of experience in the area of 


municipal law. I can only become a better 
lawyer from it.” 


Salary 


Cormier’s salary as city solicitor — if it 
is set equal to the $34,043.63 McCarthy 
makes — should be about what he makes in 
private practice, he said. | 

Cormier currently practices commercial 
and business law, especially as it pertains 


to real estate development, as well as some 


criminal work. | 
City solicitor 2 4 fa 
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City solicitor 
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Cormier currently practices 


- commercial and business law, &S- 


pecially as it pertains to real estate 
development, as well as some Crim: 


- jnal work. 


Criminal cases account for about © 
10 percent or 15 percent of his case- 
load, he said, much reduced “‘since 
I developed a clientele to do more: 
palatable work for a better return. 
He may have to withdraw from 
some cases pending 10 Superior 


- Court because they involve the city 


police, he said. 


A native of Pittsfield, the son of 
Laurie and Mae Cormier of 66 
Roselyn Drive, Cormier graduated 
from Taconic High School in 1971 

and went on to gain his law degree 
from Suffolk University School of 
Law in June 1979. 


He was an associate at Reder & 
Whalen for a year before establish- 
ing his own practice. In 1984 he took 
on a partner, Anthony Doyle, and in 
1989, John Barry Jr. jomed their 
firm. 


He is married to the former Terry _ 
J. Johnston. They have three: chil- * 
dren and live at 115 Maple Grove 


Drive. 3/9 1&9 


er 
Daniel O. Bellow 
Susan B. Milne 


Susan B. Milne 
succeeds Peck as 


city accountant 


PITTSFIELD — Susan Belisle 
Milne is the new city accountant, 
succeeding Robert G. Peck, who 
retired in December after 22 years 
with the city. | 

Milne, 40, was born in Pittsfield 
and graduated from Adams Memo- 
rial High School and from North 
Adams State College with a degree 
in business administration. 

She begari a career in banking as 
9 teller in Florida, then moved back 
to Pittsfield and rose through the 
ranks at Berkshire County Savings 
Bank from accounting clerk to vice 
treasurer. 

In 1984, she went to Berkshire 
Bank & Trust Co., where she was 
vice president-controller, and in 
1986 she was assistant vice presi- 
dent of First Federal Savings & 
Loan of Waterbury Conn. 

Most\recently, she was controller 
of Berkshire Armored Car. She lives 
with her husband, Bruce, in Pitts- 
field. They have a son, David, 21. vy 
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Steve Moore 


PRO POT demonstrator at rally in Park Square on 
behalf of legalizing marijuana. 


ust say yes 


PITTSFIELD — Looking as if they had-stepped via time machine 
from the ’60s, about two dozen advocates for legalized marijuana 
staged a low-key rally in Park Square at noon yesterday. 

The group, in serapes, tinted shades, long hair and Army fatigues, 
carried signs and waved at cars. Like Pittsfield firefighters, who 
have been picketing City Hall for weeks, the pot protesters’ signs 
asked for honks of support and the support was there. 

Pat Crippa of Pittsfield, who was the organizer, said that it was - 
time “herb” became legal. 

“You know about the war against drugs?” Crippa’ said. “We're* 
fighting the war for drugs . . . there’s 23 million Americans that have 
used weed for-recreational purposes. That’s a lot of people.” 

Another demonstrator said that because their use of marijuana Is, 
strictly recreational, the protesters would meet with the Parks and 
Recreation Commission in North Adams to see if they can smoke in 

_city parks. aaa 

The rally was sponsored by the Massachusetts chapter of NORML, 
the national organization campaigning for the legalization of mari- 
juana, and the Massachusetts Cannabis Reform Coalition. ~ 





‘Pittsfield — 
budget 
rejected 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City Council 
last night unanimously rejected the 
city budget submitted by Mayor 
Anne Everest Wojtkowski after she 
asserted that state law says it has 
no power over individual line items 
or transfers between departments. 

Under the bright lights of televi- 
sion cameras from Cable Channel 
20, councilor after councilor rose to 
‘denounce Wojtkowski, saying she is 
usurping the legitimate power of the 
“Council and ignoring the system of 

checks and balances. 

The mayor submitted a two-page 
typewritten order in addition to the 
usual 80-page computer printout but 
said the short form is the one the 
Council must work with. The long 
form, usually considered the 
budget, is merely a “‘supporting 
document,” she said. 

According to Wojtkowski, state 
law says that the budget is the two- 
page order with the bottom line for 
each department on it. She said the 
Council can reject the budget or 
reduce funding for any department 
by whatever amount it chooses. 
What it cannot do, she said, 1s 
tinker with line items as has been 
its wont in years past. 

The decision of how to reduce the 
department’s budget is the prerog- 
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the new season 


Pittsfield Parksand Recreation Department workers install a new boat dock at the ramp on 


\ Ponstoosue. The old dock had become rotted. PPE A od 


Council turns down city budget : 


Continued from Page Al utes’ warning and called the mayor making in any community,” he 


ative of the executive branch, she 
said. 

She also said intradepartmental 
transfers need not go before the 
Council unless they are transferring 
from personnel to expenses. Con- 
sultants from the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association were 
“shocked” to find that the city 
wastes time taking routine transfers 
to the Council, she said. An opinion 
from association lawyer Mark 
Morse said no other city does this. 


Cries of outrage 


Cries of outrage from the Council 
greeted Wojtkowski’s pronounce- 
ments. ‘The bottom line,” said 
Councilor at large Imelda C. La- 
Mountain, ‘‘is that I want a budget 
that’s not a two-page blank check 
for $60-plus million.” 

In her best public defender’s ora- 
torical style, LaMountain moved for 
the rejection of the mayor’s budget. 
‘I have no intention of voting to 
abrogate my rights — no, my duties 
— as an elected official,” she said. 

“You've got a lot of gall to do 
this, mayor,” said Ward 3 Councilor 
Eric S. Biss. “First you don’t bal- 
ance the city’s checkbook, and now 
you tell us we can’t even see it.” 

Ward 5 Councilor John P. An- 
derson Jr. said it was typical of the 
Wojtkowski administration to spring 
this on the Council with five min- 


‘ ’ 


‘irresponsible.’ 

Council President Angelo C. 
Stracuzzi spoke in measured tones, 
never raising his voice, but his dis- 
pleasure and opposition were clear. 
He recommended that the Council 
ask the mayor to bring back the 
budget in the traditional form. “We 


need an open budget as we’ve had. 


for the last 50 years, so everybody 
knows what we’re doing,”’ he said. 

Councilor at large James R. 
McCaffrey’s questions about the 
proposed system indicated that the 
mayor hadn’t briefed him in ad- 
vance. He is one of the most active 
budgeteers on the Council, and it 
didn’t seem to sit well with him. 

“You won’t be asking those ques- 
tions anymore under the new sys- 
tem,” Stracuzzi told him. 


‘Checks and balances’ 


‘Whoever the mayor is, the 
Council has a role in the city 
budget,” said mayoral candidate 
Stracuzzi. ‘‘That’s the system of 
checks and balances. | 

‘The separation of powers goes 
hand in’hand with the system of 
checks and balances. Chapter 44 of 
the state municipal finance law 
clearly spells out the powers allot- 
ted to the executive and the legisla- 
tive branch.”’ 

After the meeting, Stracuzzi said 
he does not see this as a legal 
problem, but a political question. 
“The opinion from the lawyer 
doesn’t say what we do is illegal — 
just that he’s never seen it done this 
way before,” he said, adding that he 
did not expect that the matter would 
end up in court. 

“There is not unilateral decision 

SWANS 


said. “It’s true that she doesn't 
have to submit details, but then we 
don’t have to approve it, either, We 
want to participate in the process. If 
she comes back with a line item 
budget for us to consider, then we'll 
be back in business.”’ 

Biss was more direct: ‘‘For her to 
say that she’s not trying to usurp 
any of our powers is like Nixon 
saying he’s not a crook.” 

In a post-meeting interview in her 
office, the mayor spoke of how 
much more efficient the system she 
proposes is and how the Pittsfield 
City Council has assumed some of 
the prerogatives of the mayor. 
“There is a lot of wasted paperwork 
and time spent on transfers,” she 
said. ‘Some take 14 weeks going 
through Council committees. That's 
no way to run the city.”’ 

“The City Council itself is con- 
fused on this issue — whether 
money should be appropriated be- 
fore spent or spent before appro- 
priated,” she said. ‘‘We in the ad- 
ministration are committed to fol- 
lowing the law, and these things are 
my prerogative as the executive.” 
Asked why the Council had assumed 
them as its prerogative, she sug- 
gested that her predecessors be 
consulted. 

“The point of this all is to make 
City Hall more efficient,” said Fi- 
nance Director Daniel L. Bianchi. 

“If we can improve operations, ” 
echoed the mayor, “it frees up 
people to perform more services. 
We’re trying to streamline the op- 
eration of government so manpower 
can be used to provide services for 
the people of this city rather than to 
shuffle paperwork. ” 





Council President Stracuzzi 
Calls for conciliation 
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Pittsfield budget: Stymied 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — City councilors, who unan- 
imously rejected Mayor Anne Everest Wojt- 
kowski’s budget Monday night, say the ball is 
now in her court. 


Finance Director Daniel L. Bianchi said the 
mayor and her administration “haven't de- 
cided what we intend to do with reference to 
the budget.” 

Council President Angelo C. Stracuzzi 
called for conciliation. ‘‘My next step would 
be to contact the mayor and discuss this so 
we can move forward in preparing a budget 
for the city,” he said. 

The Council trashed the mayor and her 
budget Monday night after she asserted that 


state law says the Council has no control over 
individual line items or transfers between 
departments. 

The budget Wojtkowski submitted for con- 
sideration was a two-page order with the 
bottom lines for each department. The Coun- 
cil rejected it out of hand, demanding that she 
resubmit it in the more detailed form they 
are accustomed to. 

Calls to officials in Boston, Springfield and 
North Adams confirmed the mayor’s asser- 
tion that Pittsfield is unusual among Massa- 
chusetts cities in granting power over budget 
line items to the Council. 


But an opinion issued Feb. 7 of this year by 
former City Solicitor Michael J. McCarthy 
said that the city has discretion under Chap- 


_ Budget at impasse 


ter 44 of the General Laws to break the 
budget down into separate line items, and 
Pittsfield has a ‘‘well settled practice of the 
City Council examining and cutting line items 
during budget hearings.”’ 

“Tt is fair and reasonable to find that the 
current city budget contains the categories 
reflected in the estimate sheets [the computer 
printouts normally called the budget],” 
McCarthy said. From this, he said, it follows 
that the Council also has power over transfers 
and appropriations after the budget is set. 


When this opinion was issued in connection 
with a dispute over the city’s bill-paying 


Budget at impasse aa | 
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City employees | 
irked by remarks 
made by Arlos 


PITTSFIELD — City employees 
yesterday said they resent remarks 
by Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos 
that they are unproductive and 
would be incapable of holding down 
a job in the private sector. 

The mayor’s assistant, Elizabeth 
Crowell, whom Arlos referred to as 
a “superfluous valet,” said, “It’s 
unfair for people on the public pay- 
roll to say people on the public 
payroll don’t work for a living.” 

Crowell said Arlos is none too 
productive in his job as county 
treasurer, leaving the running of his 
office to a subordinate and wander- 
ing around town politicking half the 
day. 

When Arlos walked into the city 
clerk’s office the day the story ran, 
Clerk Jacqueline M. Sacchetti said 
she was surprised to see him show 
his face in City Hall. 

Arlos was quoted as making the 
remarks in a story in Wednesday’s 
Eagle about the mayor’s budget. 


Arlos, unshaven and wearing a_ 
Red Sox cap, didn’t seem to mind | 
the abuse heaped on him by the 


clerks. 


“I wouldn’t blame them one bit if | 
they went out and got jobs in the 


private sector just to show me up,”’ 
he told a reporter jovially. 
Crowell later said icily, “A con- 


stituent came in here this morning | 
and repeated a saying of Will 
Rogers: ‘Don’t wrestle with a pig. 
because you'll just get dirty, and he 


sisl¥7 YJ 


enjoys it.’ ”’ 
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practices, Wojtkowski contradicted 
her city solicitor, saying, ‘‘State law 
says something different.”’ 

The present city solicitor, Paul W. 
Cormier, said yesterday that he was 
not familiar enough with the situa- 
tion to give an opinion off the cuff 
but added that he would issue one 
soon. 

Several lawyers who were con- 
tacted said they thought it was a 
political rather than a legal question 
and that they doubted it would ever 
end up in court. 

If the city has no budget by July 
1, state law says it must operate on 
a monthly basis, at one-twelfth per 
month of the previous fiscal year’s 
budget. All cities and towns in the 
commonwealth may work under 
that system this year because of the 
delay in the state budget process, 
which some say may last until 
October. 

City councilors were unanimous in 
support of the time-honored local 
system, and Councilor at large 
Imelda C. LaMountain said attorney 
Mark Morse of the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association commented 
that Pittsfield’s way of doing things 
is unusual but not illegal. 


Ward 3 Councilor Eric S. Biss 
took a hard line: ‘‘As far as I’m 


concerned, our power to cut line 
items is non-negotiable. After the 
budget is resolved, then we can 
discuss. compromises, we can talk 
about streamlining the process.’’ 

Biss said the mayor ‘“‘manufac- 
tured the problem”’ by underfunding 
lines in the budget and counting on 
being able to shuffle funds around 
later, ‘“‘and her solution is to usurp 
the Council’s powers.”’ 

Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos 
said the system of Council review 
was absolutely necessary to prevent 
abuses of city funds by department 
heads. He said that until 1979 the 
budget was submitted by the mayor 
in the way Wojtkowski proposed, 
but that that changed with Mayor 
Paul E. Brindle III, whose auditor 
Nicholas J. Sarro instituted the 
current procedure. 

Both Brindle and Sarro disputed 
Arlos. “My budget was 100 odd 
pages, broken down by line item, 
and the Council could cut any one it 
wanted,” the former mayor said. 
‘Having served on the Council my- 
self, I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. You've got to see just where 
the money’s going. It’s the only way 
you can operate.” 

Arlos said that what the mayor 
actually was doing was abdicating 
her authority, not usurping the 
Council’s, because under her system 


Councilor Eric S. Biss 
‘The issue is non-negotiable’ 


the department head would control 
his budget without oversight from 
elected officials. 

North Adams Mayor John Barrett 
III said that in his city the Council 
does consider the budget and makes 
cuts line by line, but it can approve 
only the bottom line. The decision 
as to where the cut comes, however, 
is that of the department head. The 
department head ‘‘can still spend 
that money any way he wants,” 


w*Barrett said, but he serves at the 


t 


pleasure of the mayor. 

“Thank God we haven't gotten 
into that problem,” said Barrett, 
who has had problems of his own 
with his City Council. 


Dillon comments 


Former councilor Daniel C. Dillon 
called the mayor’s proposition a po- 
litical impossibility. ‘‘This move by 


her is one that a mayor that had a 


sweetheart relation with the City 
Council would have a hard time 
selling.”’ 


He pointed out that Councilor at: 


large James R. McCaffrey, who en- 
joys possibly the best relationship 
with the mayor, had been ‘‘caught 
flat-footed”? by her action, which 
shows she did not consult him. ‘‘Jim 
is very involved in the budget,”’ 
Dillon said. ‘‘That’s his biggest toy 
she’s taking away.’’ 

He suggested her plan might 
backfire: ‘‘This lets city councilors 
force her to make unpopular cuts. 
This takes Arlos off the hook. He 
can say cut the personnel in the 
School Department, and she’s got to 
make the cut.”’ 


Dillon said the mayor would be 
more comfortable with a city man- 
ager form of government, but that 
while such a system might be more 
efficient, the people of Pittsfield 
would never accept it. “The people 


want a strong Council because they 


want their strong representative in 


city hall.”’ S 7] ¥Y 


Mayor Wojtkowski 


Next step being pondered 





OVER THE COUNTER in the City Clerk’s office at City Hall, Mayor Anne Everest 
Wojtkowski yesterday presented the City Council with the city budget for fiscal year 1990. 


Mayor 


Continued from Page Bl 


and the capital overlay account. 
This year, the city must cut budget 
line items if it wants to increase 
free cash. | 

Wojtkowski said she had not sent 
an uncut budget to the Council, but 
she anticipated that it would make 
further cuts, especially if state aid 
levels actually went down from this 
year’s figure of $28.7 million, 
roughly half of this year’s $60.3 mil- 
lion budget. 

The School Department asked for 
an increase of 11 percent over this 
year’s budget of $94.543,929 and got 
seven percent, Wojtkowski said. The 
bottom line of the School Depart- 
ment’s budget, the only line the 
Council has any control over, is 
$96,256,180. It was not known yes- 
terday how many jobs would be lost 
in the schools. Wojtkowski said. if 
local aid levels went up, then the 
schools would be allocated more 
money. 

State Rep. Sherwood Guernsey, 

(D-Williamstown) said that with the 
state experiencing a revenue short- 
fall, and the budget in the hands of 
the Senate, the best projection he 
could give was level funding of local 
aid. 
He said two things that have to 
happen at all levels of government 
is a ferreting out of waste and inef- 
~ ficiencies, and a revenue increase, 
‘Gf we're going to continue to meet 
the needs of the commonwealth.” 
His proposal for a repeal of the 
capital gains exemption has not yet 
made it to the floor of the house. 


Qne revenue producer available to 


~~ 


the city is for the voters to repeal 


the 1982 referendum that forced the — 


city to include the sewer fees it 
collects as part of the tax levy, a 
move that would increase the tax on 
the average house by about $100. 

The mayor yesterday again 
avoided taking a position on this 
issue, repeating that it is the duty of 
elected officials to explain clearly to 
the voters their choice. 

She then launched into an exposi- 
tion of the city’s financial position, 
concluding that her budget was an 
exercise in fiscal restraint to the 


point of cutting essential services. _ 


“we have to bite the bullet,”’ the 
mayor said, looking grave. “These 
are tough times and this budget is 
going to affect everyone in the city. 
We've been as evenhanded as we 
could be in making these cuts.” 

McCaffrey said the $1.8 million 
from the sewer user fee wouldn’t 
make much difference in the city’s 
fiscal situation, and the funds could 
not be applied to this year’s budget 
a “It’s a pipe dream,” he 
said. 


Arlos critical 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos 


hadn’t had his copy of the budget | 
three minutes before he was criti- 


cizing the mayor for giving her ex- 
ecutive assistant, Elizabeth Crowell, 
a $1,013 raise. “The mayor should 
be ashamed of herself not only to 
keep her superfluous valet, -but to 
give her a $1,300 raise and buy 
$4000 worth of equipment for her 
own office.” 

Arlos, in a telephone interview 
from the Big Y Supermarket, told 


presents Pittsfield budget 


The Eagle that the administration’s | 
agreeing in contract talks to pay 
upgrades for some middle manag- 
ers, while cutting budgeted positions 
“Gs neither a fair nor a reasonable 
response to the city’s fiscal situa- 
tion.” He went on to say that the 
city should not expect the state to 
bail it out, but should cut costs and 
increase productivity. 

He said city employees are woe- 
fully unproductive and would be in- 
capable of holding down a job in the 


private sector. 5/3] 79 y/, 
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Pointing up the diamond 


Ronald Smith of the Park Department refurbishes the much-used softball field on the First Street Common. i cs 1 


a a 


Joel Libr 


Taking time to smell the flowers == 


AD . 


Colleen Munson, right, her 5-month-old son, Gary Paul Jr., and blooms in Springside Park in Pittsfield yesterday. Two giant 
Gary’s grandmother, Margaret Munson, take in the glorious _ beds lie adjacent to Springside House off North Street. 5 NAPA. 





¢ Pittsfield parade goes national 


By Susan E. Slattery 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — At least 40 per- 
cent of nation will be able to see 
Pittsfield’s Fourth of July parade on 
television this year, as more PBS 
stations come aboard for the 
broadcast, according to Beverly 
Chartier, president of the city’s 
Fourth of July Parade Committee. 

It will be the first local Indepen- 
dence Day parade to be televised 
nationally. 

The 10 a.m,. parade, which. will 
begin at the South and East Hous- 
 atonic streets and end at Wahconah 

Park, includes participants. from 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
-vania, Connecticut, Vermont, On- 
tario and Quebec. 


‘Sort of mushroomed’ 


According to the committee’s vice 
president, James Brassard, the 
committee last year sent a parade 
invitation to PBS station WMHT-TV 
(Channel 17, Schenectady), and ‘‘we 
started talking .. . and from there it 
just sort of mushroomed into a na- 
tional thing.”’ 

The parade this year will feature 
between 165 and 170 units, including 
dignitaries, floats, military groups, 
veterans groups, fire companies, 
antique cars and marching groups. 

WMHT will set up four vehicles in 
Park Square, one of which will hold 
a Satellite dish. Brassard said the 
square will become a_ roped-off 
“prohibitive island,’’ containing 


Riders haye saddled up on their merry-go-round steeds and are eagerly awaiting an up-and-down circular 


more than five miles of cable. 
Six cameras in the square area 


will cover the parade from various 


angles. Chartier. said the parade al- 
ready has a potential audience of 62 
million people, based on the number 
of stations that have already indi- 
cated an interest. 

“We even got Nome, Alaska,” 
Chartier laughed. 


Put Pittsfield on map 


Most New England stations will 
televise the event, as well as others 
in various states, including South 
Dakota. 

“It’s always. been a dream of ours 
to put Pittsfield on the map,” says 
Chartier. 

The committee, made up of about 
29 day-to-day members, and about 
90’ extras who always show up on 
parade day and other special events 
to lend a hand, never has any. prob- 
lems getting people to help organize 


and to take part in the event. 


Committee members volunteered a 
total of more than 11,000 hours last 
year. Its problem lies in pulling 
together enough funding to launch 
the event. 

The committee’s first parade 12 


VT 


years ago cost it $9,000. The cost for 
this year’s event is above $80,000, 
according to Chartier and Brassard. 

That figure includes the commit- 
tee’s $20,600 share of the cost for the 
national telecast. ‘‘We’re still $9,600 
short,’ said Chartier. 


Fund-raisers held 


Throughout the year, the com- 
mittee tries to raise the needed 
funds through various special 
events, including a so-called July 
3rd Spectacular — a preview that 
features musical and other specialty 
groups that will appear. Other 
events include an Independence 
Run, a picnic on the common, a 
fireworks display after the parade, 
and Precision and Pageantry, a 
drum and bugle corps competition 
held annually in late July or early 
August: 

Stressing that the committee has, 
in the past, put more emphasis on 
quality than quantity, Chartier said 
that WMHT had set down several 
criteria for the committee. ‘As 
their technical director puts it, they 
want a lot of ‘glitz,’ ’ said Chartier. 
‘So we'll be dressed up a little more 


than usual. 5 l 21) 9 


Mounting Excitement 


jaunt at the Gillette Capa! currently running at the Pittsfield Common. 


6 13|¥9. 





Mast miaute effort saves 


scheduled rock concert 


_ the city of any liability for 


By Meg Sandoval 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — City officials and 
the Berkshire Opera Company, 
sponsors of the Woodstock 20 fes- 
tival, worked overtime last night to 
iron out an 11th-hour glitch that 
threatened the cancellation of to- 
day’s rock concert at Wahconah 
Park. 

Money — or rather the lack of it 
— proved to be a sticking point for 
the opera company, which decided 
to try an innovative ‘crossover’ 
approach to raise funds for its 
summer programs by offering a 10- 
hour rock concert commemorating 
the 20th anniversary of the Woods- 
tock festival. : 

On June 20 the park commission- 
ers issued an eight-point order of 
conditions to the opera company, 
including a requirement that it ob- 
tain a $100,000 surety bond to relieve 
rsonal 
injury or damage to the facilities at 
Wahconah Park. 

“We are a non-profit organization 
trying to run a fund-raising event. 
We don’t have that amount of 
money,’ said Rex A. Hearn, opera 
company director, at a special Park 
Commission meeting last night. 

“Yes, but we can’t see that the 
city should take a loss if the BOC 
takes a profit,’ said recently 
elected Park Commission Chairman 
David L. Dickhaus. 

Since the opera company was fi- 
nancially unable to meet all of the 
points in the first order of condi- 
tions, a second agreement was 
hammered out last night by Dick- 
haus, Mayor Anne E. Wotjkowski 


‘and City Solicitor Paul Cormier, 


who returned to City Hall despite 
the fact that he is on vacation. 

The new agreement calls for put- 
ting all revenue from advance ticket 


_ Sales and from ticket sales today at 


the gate in an escrow account until 
Michael Casey, on behalf of the 
Pittsfield Mets, inspects the field on 
Sunday. 

“You can’t linger over the deci- 


' sion on the field,” Hearn said, con- 


ws 


" cerned about Sree a ie field by 
~ “TAG | 


the Dalton Collegians doubleheader — 


the day after the concert. 

Hearn said about 400 tickets have 
been sold for the event in advance 
through 22 sales outlets throughout 
the county. 

“No one buys tickets in advance. 
It is all last minute,”’ Hearn said. 

Earlier he told The Eagle that he 
hopes to sell about 1,000 tickets. The 
official seating capacity at Wah- 
conah Park is 5,200. 

The advance funds must be de- 
livered by 11 a.m. to Cormier’s of- 
fice, where they will be recorded 
before being turned over to the po- 
lice for safekeeping over the week- 
end. 

It was agreed that, with a police 


escort, the Park Commission would 


make periodic collections of funds 
at the gate and bank proceeds with 
the police until after the festival. 

“Tf things go well, it [the money] 
will come back to you in a few 
days,’”’ Dickhaus told Hearn. 

Hearn and opera company volun- 
teer John E. Toole were visibly re- 
lieved that the concert would pro- 
ceed as planned and expressed their. 
appreciation for the extra effort by 
city officials for drafting a second | 
agreement. 

‘We are delighted with the coop- 
eration of the city departments, es- 
pecially the Park Commission,”’ 
Hearn said.. | 

‘Delighted — I’m ecstatic,” said 
Toole, who noted that today’s event 
represented five months of plan- 
ning, 

Tickets will available at the gate 
from 1 to 9 p.m. The last of 14 bands 
will take the stage at 8:45 p.m., and 
all the bands will come together for 
the finale at 10. 4 


N 
{ 


_ The show will Soon XN, 
Pittsfield will have its fireworks on the Fourth. / 


of July after all. The annual display, whose 
an ad hoc fireworks account committee deter- 
Mets. If their baseball skills match their civic 


spirit, Berkshire County could see some very 
good games this summer. 


~~ S124 |X). 


4 
} 
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ci 25 Years Ago 
The ‘mountain laurel, a principal 


_ early season tourist attraction, 

threatened cancellation prompted formation of Hee ful bloom at the Mount ‘Bieri 
( cc _- Reservation in Mount Washington, 
mined not to forego a city tradition, will be paid — 


for by some newcomers in town — the Pittsfield | 


according to Harvey E. Kreide- 
maker, superintendent. 


The Pittsfield Department of 


_ Parks and Recreation announced — 


that approximately 1,800 children 


registered at the city’s 21 play- 


grounds which opened for the 


_ Summer season. The largest atten- 


dance was reported at Deming 

playground where 138 children par- 

ticipated in opening-day activities. 
10 Vanna Neca LAS) 
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It “seems to me that: 
Pittsfield had better try mighty - 


hard to find a suitable replace- 
ment for 71-year-old Vincent 
Hebert, who announced Thurs- 
day he was retiring in Decem- 


ber as head of the .Pittsfield 


Park and Recreation Depart- 
ment. | 


Combined. with the death last... 


year. of longtime Conservation 
Commission Chairman Frank 
Controy, the city will enter 
4990 facing assaults on its 
~ environment. and ‘its parks and 
-recreation programs. sat 

‘Devie Poier ” 

opers: con- 
tinue’ to 
‘chew away 


there is enough “snow, *” the 


Pittsfield Speed Skating Team,’ - 


which. was. scored wins:all over 
the Northeast; and the annffal 


Halloween ‘Parade, which -has 


been credited with keeping - 
vandalism, to: a’ minimum; and - 
many more events. eRe 


-Several years, ago, he was _ 
given the city ‘senior citizens’ 
program too, despite staff cuts. 

While proud of his achieve- 
ments, Hebert nevertheless ex- 
pressed ‘dismay overt the failure 
of various city ‘administrations 
‘to add to the: parks at Onota 

PRT ands Pontoosuc 


4 ; Lake and for 
[eee ee failing to even | 


‘maintain 


at the fast- Budgets have, been Springside 


dwindling 


Park, where 


open land reduced and both the . the park admi- 


and wet- : 
- Jands in the 


nistration “cen- 


maintenance and rec- ter is located. 


city and -reational staffs deci- Hebert vis 


budget trim- — 
‘mers sharp- mated. 


en their 


right. Spring- 
side. Park 


: . *. should. be: . the 
. . 
knives on a nena C) C) centerpiece of 


‘the park and 
recreation © 
budget. hag | 
I don’t have to go far to see 
the effects of budget cuts. Park 


Square, right in front of :the— 


Union-News _ office, has not 
been properly ‘cared for all 
year. Sure, they. cut..the grass 
from time to time, but sand 


from last winter’s road ‘clear- ~ 
ance ‘ efforts. still. clogs. the 


weed-choked paths, “and the 
- gidewalks around the park, the 
core of the downtown district 
listed in the US. Registry of 
Historic Places. . | 
I drive by Pontoosuc Lake on 
my way. to my creative en- 
deavors . (spelled WORK) and 
the swimming and sun-bathing 
areas are unkept, with autos 
frequently parked on the lawns. 
Hebert came’ to the job as a 
young man in 1950 and. will 
leave almost 40° years later 
still young in heart, if some- 
what slower in step. And he 
maintained a work pace hard 
for his juniors to follow. 
But in the past. decade, bud- 
ets have been. reduced and 
both the maintenance and ree- 
reational staffs decimated. ' 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojt- 
kowski, in whose office He-. 
bert’s retirement was alr 
nounced, was hired by Hebert 


for summer playground work - 


in 1951 as a 17 year old. 

- Hebert’s programs have in- 
cluded the’ annual Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival, which is 
spread over two full months if 


-—~ 


the city’s parks 
and recreation 


_ program, but instead it has de- 


teroriated drastically over the 
years. Somer ey eaee 
And he has, had to juggle..the 
use of Wahiconah Park to. allow . 
both. professional baseball ‘and 
various high schoo} and other 
junior competitions. alae 


_. While Hebert accomplished |» 


much with low. key ‘behind. the. 
scenes negotiations, Controy. 
defended thé/environment with. » 


the rage and rear of a wounded 


lion, fighting for survival. »)< 
Let one wheelbarrel load of 
fill be. dumped-.in a wetland 
and he would amazingly arrive 
within minutes, reading the riot 
3Ch. es ae | 
Judging on what has been 
happening at Quirk’s Marina on 
Pontoosuc Lake, it would- seem 
the present Pittsfield Conserva- 
tion Commission 1S ° without 
eyés, let alone claws. Jee 
Hebert will not be replace 
until after.,the November .elec- 
tion when Wojtkowski could 
ossibly. be succeeded by City 
‘guneil’) President” Angelo 
Stracczi, whose brother, Antho- 
ny, is a, longtime park depart- 
ment employee. Let's hope that. 
the 1990 administration honor | 
both Hebert and Controy by 
picking worthy successors. 
-They named a street. after 
Hebert and the’ Wild Acres 


‘Park and the Onota Lake Pa- 
‘vilion after Controy. Don’t let 


that be the end. of it, ail va KY 
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day an 
Sane There will be trophies for a 


winners and runners-up as well as 


- the clay courts. 


TOURNEY TALK — An ATA | 


| Junior Tournament with boys and 


girls 12, 1 16 and 18 singles divi- | 
sions for nd beginner | 
players is se 29-30 at Ta- 
conic High School in Pittsfield. | 
There will be trophies for all win- 


- ners and runner-ups as well as con- 
| golation matches. For entry infor- 


mation, call Betsy D’Agostino or 


- Kelly Cronin at the Park and Rec. 
office at 499-9343, or write to: 


ATA Junior Tournament, 874 
North Main 5t., Pittsfield, MA 
| O1201 2x: Westfield comer Mich- | 
-hael Butler gained the boys’ 14A | 
| final of the Vermont State Junior 

Championships in Rutland. Butler, 

an honor roll student who won the 

Yankee Junior Class last month in 

Holyoke, knocked off No. 2 seeded 

Josh Baruch 6-4, 6-0 before bowing — 

to Ryan Botjer of Switzerland, 6-2, 

6-0 ... The Net Set Tennis Club | 

will host the Vic Frisbie Memorial | 

Tournament. For more informa- 

tion, call director Sharon Jackson 

at 739-3973. | 


DID YOU KNOW? In a recent 
Harris poll, 27 percemt said they — 
followed tennis, putting it in a seV- 
enth-place tie with auto racing — 
behind pro football, baseball, 
college basketball, pro basketball 
and boxing. Tennis finished ‘ahead 
of track and field (26), golf (23), bo- 
wling (21), horse racing B), 
hockey (17) and soccer (11). 


YOUTH TENNIS: The American 


jati | led a 
nnis Association has schedu 
Le urnament for boys and girls Sat- 


d Sunday at Taconic High 


consolation matches 11 the 12, 14, 16 
and 18 singles divisions for ad- 
vanced and beginning player 


S. 
For entry information, call Betsy 


D'Agostino oF ey Cronin at the 


i t or 
ittsfield Recreation Departmen 
rite to ATA Junior Tournament, 


974 North St., Pittsfield. 





the Gillette carnival ‘Super Slide.’ 


Close Call 


tL ae : dof 
Little girl is pulled out of the way just in time as a big girl comes hurtling to the end o 


d Carnival location was poor choice 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE: — 


One fine, midweek, spring day, a 
carnival suddenly established itself 
within about 75 feet of my resi- 
dence, The first evening, until after 
midnight, I was exposed to a ca- 
cophony of pounding, banging and 
other sounds associated with setting 


up a carnival. This Symphony of 


Noise Was accompanied by a gen- 
erator that had the pleasant pitch of 
two idling 18-wheelers. 


Over the two days’ and nights, I 
was fortunate enough to have front 
row seats for a continuous rock 
music tape, a flashing fieon-light 
show and a public address system 
that every so often reminded ev- 
eryone to scream (which, by ‘the 
Way, everyone was willing to do). 


When these five days of sound and 
light effects were over, I listened 


to a racket that went on until the 
wee hours of the morning while the 
carnival was being removed. 

All of this took place on the First 
Street Common in Pittsfield from 
May 30 to June 5 with the presence 
of the Gilletté Shows. 

Carnivals provide entertainment 
for lots of people and Should be 
encouraged to come to town. How- 
ever, the city of Pittsfield, the 
Parks Department and Gillette 
Shows gave absolutely no consider- 
ation to the people who live in close 
proximity to this carnival]. ; 

My fervent wish is that in the 
future the city administration and 
any Carnival owner work together to 
find a location that is not right on 
top of someone’s home. | 


PAT SHEELY 


b/n 1% 


99 Second St. 
Pittsfield 
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f 





Leslie Noyes 


night at 6 on Pittsfield’s First se 


he Skydiver ride. The carnival opens to | 
Sunday, starting atl. 7 Lak 


Employees of Gillette Shows set up ¢ 
h Friday. It will also operate Saturday and 


Common and will continue nightly throug 


Rose Blair circles the track at Pittsfield’s Clapp Park while towing Llana Barron, 4, and following her son Adam, 4. She did eight laps, or two miles. § (28 \s 
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CARRYING CANDLES in Pittsfield’s Park Square 
around midnight Saturday was Charles Clough III, head chef at 


Park Square camp-out aids homeless 


By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — About 20 people 
braved cold weather, precipitation 
and automobile fumes in Park 
Square on Saturday night in a sleep- 
out to benefit the homeless. 

Mostly women, some of them 
currently or formerly homeless, the 
urban campers were in high spirits 
_ around 11 p.m. as they drank coffee 
and talked excitedly to keep warm. 
They wore hats and gloves and 
earmuffs and scarves and warm 
boots, sensible gear for a night 
when the wind whipped and rain 
threatened. | 


Some built high-tech cardboard 
and plastic wrap shelters, facing 
them east out of the: wind. Jackie 
Conagin, who is homeless and try- 
ing to retrieve her three children 
from foster care, sat smoking ciga- 
rettes in the doorway of her hovel. 

“Tt’s really warm,” she said. 
“Tryat.”’ , 

The box had a blanket on the 
floor. Close to the ground though it 
was, it did feel warm inside. 

Others spread their bedrolls on a 
big blue tarp on the grass. When it 
began to sprinkle, they folded the 
tarp in half to keep the bedding dry. 

Little Courtney-Leigh Blais, 3, 


“S; 
See, 


Craig F. Walker 


the Christian Center in Pittsfield, during a sleep-out for the 


homeless. 


was all bundled up and very excited 
at the outing. 

“Took at me, I’m going to bed,” 
she said, wrapping herself up in a 
blanket. But she decided there was 
much too much going on to go to 
sleep, and she soon got up and re- 
joined her mother, Shari Leigh, her 
grandmother, Sharon Salvi, and her 
sreat-grandmother, Myrtle Kie. 

Organizer Betty Jean Mickle said 
her family had lost its house when 
she was 15 and ‘moved from motel 
to motel,” giving her a taste of what 
it means to be homeless. 

She said the sleep-out raised more 
than $200 in cash Saturday night, 


which will go to the Christian Cen- 
ter. The Rev. Willard H. Durant of 
the Christian Center stayed until 
1:30 a.m. and returned at 6. 

Others pledged donations on radio 
station WBEC, and Mickle said she 
would not know until today the total 
amount raised. Fund-raising efforts 
will continue all week,. culminating 
in a 50s dance at the VFW Hall on 
Sunday from 4 to 9. 

One of the participants was Ken- 
neth -G. Warren, attorney and 
county commissioner, who slept the 


Homeless 
Continued on Page A4 
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Homeless 
Continued from Page Al 


entire night on a park bench, ac- | 
cording to Mickle. City Council 

_ President Angelo C. Stracuzzi came 
by with coffee, doughnuts and candy 
bars for everyone. 

“It got really cold about 3 a.m.” 
Mickle said. “I don’t think I could 
stand another night like that, even 
prepared as we were with bedrolls 
/and air mattresses and warm | 
| clothes. | 
‘We had three people with us who 
really are homeless. They live like 
this 365 days a year. I couldn't 
_imagine doing this in January.” | 
| Mickle said she got about an hour © 
_and a half of sleep. At 6 a.m. the > 
Sleepers trudged over to the Berk- | 

) Shire Hilton for breakfast on the. 

house. Afterward, some went home 
to warm kitchens, and others re- 
aed i the streets. jo] 23) ea Fe 
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Misty morning — 93}39 


_ Two fishermen had their lines in the calm waters of Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield before the fo 
lifted on a recent morning. | 





150 children 
to sing carols on | 
City Hall steps 


PITTSFIELD — Kindergartners 
and pre-school age youngsters will | 
sing Christmas carols and seasonal | 
songs on the steps of City Hall. 
Tuesday at noon. | 


The annual event is organized by | 
the city’s Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 


Youngsters were originally also 
scheduled to sing today,. but because 
of the low turnout, the caroling was — 
consolidated into one day, according | 
to Recreation Supervisor Claudia 
Williamson. 


About 150 children are expected to 
join the singing. They are from da 
care programs at the Early Child- 
hood Development Center, the 
YMCA and the Girls Club, and from 
the. Egremont and Allendale | 

| Schools’ kindergartens. Pittsfield | 
| High School students will lead the | 


| Caroling. 12, / is | ¥9 




















Plowed In 


Parking overnight on upper North Street by Pontoosuc Lake before a 4/39, has 
always been a major mistake. This one was made in 1958. ne / ib / ing ! 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


A wealth of small guests | 


inging i l-event | 
dergartners and preschool children were singing in an annua | 
Ofeanized by the Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation. Ja Jaolt 


: ki ity Hall 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski looked out her front door at Ci a 
vesteriing and found 150 youngsters caroling on the front Steps. Kin- ue | "i 





, rittsheld, iV 


4 4E ADA 4A. OOAOD 


Line of march 


Sledders, each carrying his or her own mode of transportation, make their way up the Clapp Park hill in order 
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Patrick Van Bramer, left, and Ronald Smith of Pittsfield’s Parks Department shoot warty; 4 
) fhe astice of the First Street Common to create the city’s largest skating rink. Cold wea, 4 
Y still air created good conditions for making ice. IAG) TY: puss 


Se tier ti, — 








os 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


2] 240 24 


t tangle 


_A group of young skaters on the Common mix it up in an impromptu hockey game. 





Winter sports in the ’20s° a 


By Bartlett Hendricks 


LANESBORO 
| WINTER SPORTS IN the 1920s 
| differed as sharply from those of 
- today as a 1925 auto differed from a 
1990 model. According to The Eagle, 
a Ford coupe sold for $520 and an 


/ Overland four-door for $715. 


Boy teen-agers in the Cal Coolidge 
era got most of their winter exer- 
cise from shoveling snow, nursing a 
coal furnace and removing ashes. 
Snowplowing on city streets was 
perfunctory. Little sand was used, 
and no salt, with the result that 
many Pittsfield residents wisely 
stored their cars on blocks for the 
winter. 

2 ea of 


Every kid and many adults owned 

a Flexible Flyer sled, and they used 
them not only on natural hills such 
as Clapp Park, but also on numer- 
ous city streets such as Dawes and 
Pomeroy avenues. Often the streets 
were packed hard and made excit- 
ing sledding. When this paled, we 
would have a companion sit on the 
front of the sled while we stood up 
on the rear, holding on to the ropes. 
This frequently resulted in some 
really creative falls. Fastening two 
or more sleds together also pro- 
duced spectacular but generally 
harmless crashes. 
_ Weston’s hill, on Crofut Street, 
was a challenge because it had two 
terraces across it, affording im- 
pressive ski jumps. When we felt 
reckless we would attempt the 
- bumps standing up on a toboggan. 
Occasionally we would make it over 
the first terrace but never over the 
Second. 

Some evenings older boys. would 
come to the corner of Bartlett Ave- 
nue and Broad Street with big bob- 
_ ‘sleds. These would seat 10 or 12, and 

‘after a good push the bob would be 
going so fast that it could just 
barely get around the corner of 
Pomeroy Avenue. On a slick sur- 
face, the bobs would go almost to 
the Housatonic River bridge. During 
that decade the parks department 


- erected a toboggan slide at Clapp 
| Park. This started atop a large. 


wooden platform and afforded a 
breathtaking ride when conditions 


Bartlett Hendricks is the re- 
tired science curator of the 
Berkshire Museum. 


were sufficiently skiddy. Unfortu- 
nately, this popular attraction had 
to be removed, along with a ski 
jump, because people could not be 
prevented from trying them with 
Sleds, and, in summer, with bikes! 

*f *f 


Ice skating was the big deal. Most 
of us started with clamp skates, but 
while these were inexpensive, they 
provided a minimum of ankle sup- 
port and had a habit of coming off 
at the most inopportune times. As 
we became more proficient, we 
graduated to hockey-style shoe 
skates. However, there was little 
opportunity: to play hockey because 
rinks lacked boards around them, 
and the players had to spend most 
of their time looking for the elusive 
puck in the snowbanks. 

The Berkshires had some expert 
speed skaters, and races were held 
on the lakes and on the Common. 
Many of us did obtain the longer, 
tubular racing skates and found that 
the technique was easy to learn. We 
enjoyed the effortless speed that 
could be obtained, especially on one 
of those rare days when the lakes 
were covered with flawless, black 
ice. 

The city maintained good rinks. 
Others were privately owned. I 
liked the one at the corner of East 
and First streets so much that I 


often went there twice a day. All of 
us had seen barrel jumping, held in 
conjunction with the racing meets. | 
While it appeared easy to hop over | 
a dozen full-size wooden barrels, 
when a competitor landed short we 
could appreciate that the sport was 
dangerous. One quiet day at the 
rink I decided to give the sport a | 
try. There were no barrels, so I 
sprinted down the rink as fast as I 
could go, gave a mighty leap and, 
much to my astonishment, instead 
of landing in the big snow bank, 
sailed far over and crashed on bare 
ground. 
ok re oe oe 


Except for occasional ski jumping 
by some crazy Scandinavians, ski- 
ing was a joke in the ’20s. England 
Bros. offered 6-foot pine skis for $3, 
better ash ones for $6.25. Bindings 
were not available, and after a 
short distance down even a modest 
hill, one ski would go left while the 
other ventured right, with the skier 
going head over ,heels. It was not 
even possible to go on the level 
because the skis came off and we 
lacked poles. 

Late in the decade we did hear of 
skiers gliding down the Alps, but we 
took no stock in travelers’ tales. 
Little did we know what changes 
would occur in the next 10 and 20 
years. (2/15 1K) 








"COED BASKETBALL: Myron | COED BASKETBALL: Lee Bank steve Sweener record 22 points to "COED BASKETB ; i : 
in Pitts- he Yel -p0i | ALL: Lee Bank 
lead the won back-to-back games ‘n Pitts: pace the ia team to a two point dcfented the BCC 808, 72-25, een 


Ritrosky scored 26 points to : : ee BCC 80s. B 5 O'Neil 
yellow team to a 66-50 win over the field Parks and Recreation adult wih over the s. Bo i ‘ow team topped Curley Crusa dere. 


green team, and Mark Szymanski coed basketball. Bob Daley scored a added 20 for the winners while BCC ns and the green team : 
scored 20 as the blue team beat the | team-high 21 points 4 4 Donna had 12 from Sue Wyman. jo] 6 | eq. thaiired ee aah id sl a @ 


red team 71-35 in the opening games d° : Parks & Recreation coed adult 
basketball. 


of the Pittsfield Seng & Recreation th : 
coed adult basketball league. Bob Daley led Le ; 
Eric Williams scored 18 for green points. y | noints aint ae ie Me 


and Mark Carey 12 for the red. , had 13 1 at with eight poi 
Bet as points. 
7 125 | y victory over the Green team, h Myron Ritrosky led the sallow 


So had 24 points from Eric Williams. i: ae 17 points with Steve 
| : | eener chipping in with 14. 
The final game of the evening saw au i set aa rene 
ints. Eric Williams had 24 ints 
and Mark Roderick added 19 br the 
: sreen team. Mark Carey scored 12 
for theredteam. /o //7/¥ 


COED BASKETBALL: Mare 
Roderick had 19 points and Eric 
Williams added 15 points to lead the 
Green team past the BCC 80s, 57-28, 
in Parks and Recreation Coed Adult 
Basketball League action. Lynn 
Reagan led BCC with 10 points. 

The Yellow team stopped the Red 
team behind Myron Ritrosky’s 24 

oints. Kevin Downer and Mike 
Carey had 12 and 10 points, respec 
tively, for the Red squad. 

Bob- Daley’s i 
Kelly’s 18 assis 
Bank past Curley’s Crusaders 69-44. 
Joe Penna had 13 points tor 

-.Gurley’s, while Bob O’Connor 
. chipped in with. (Ades ree 








/ soccer MEETING: An areas 
zational meeting has been scheduled — 
tonight at 6:30 at Springside House, 
874 North St., for the 1990 Pittsfeld 
Recreation Department youth | 
summer soccer league, __ see ala 
_. Anyone interested in volunteering 


'€as a coach or referee in the age 6-15 
coed league should attend, Aas | 
8 oA -p 


“7, 15 








GIRLS’ SOFTBALL: The Pitts- 
field Department of Recreation has | 
scheduled registration for its girls’ 


softball league April 29 from 10 a.m. | 
to noon and May 2 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at the department headquarters, 874 | 


North St. 


The league is open to all girls who | 


live in Pittsfield who will be 10 
years old before Sept. 1, but who 


have not reached 17 by Aug. 31. | 


There is a minor division for girls 
10-12 and a major division for older 
girls. 

There is a $10 nonrefundable 
equipment fee due at registration. 
All girls who register will be placed 
on teams at a coaches’ meeting 
May 4. Coaches will then contact 
their players about practice and 
game schedules. 4 )22\74 


/ Girls’ Bil 


GIRLS’ SOFTBALL: Registration 
for the Pittsfield Department of 
Recreation girls’ softball league has 
been scheduled tomorrow from 10 to 
noon and Tuesday from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at Springside House, 874 North St. 
Registration will also be accepted 
there during business hours Monday 
and Tuesday. 

All players, including those who 
played last year, must register. 
There is a $5 registration fee and an 
additional $5 equipment fee payable 
at registration. All girls who regis- 
ter will be assigned to a team. 

The league has two divisions, a 
minor division for ages 10-12 and a 
major division for ages 13-16. To be 
eligible, girls must be Pittsfield 
residents who are af least 10 by 
Sept. 1, but not 17 by Aug. 31. A 
parent or guardian must sign the 


registration form. Y /2 y/ p97 | 


II sign-up begins tomorrow, 


Softball loop opens tonight 


SOFTBALL: The Pittsfield De- 
partment of Recreation girls’ soft- 
ball league will open its season to- 
night, with 6 p.m. games scheduled 
for the Pittsfield High, Benedict 
Road and Springside Zoo fields. 

The league has more than 230 
players registered this season and 
has added two teams since last 
year. The program includes two di- 
visions — the major division for 
players ages 13-16 and the minor | 
division for those ages 12 and under. 

The major division will play its 
games throughout the season at | 
PHS and Clapp Park, while the mi- 
nor division will play at the Bene- 
dict Road and zoo fields. &/5|994/ 


Y pitesfield Girls Leasue ° N 
PITTSFIELD — In recent Minor 
the Dodgers scored 
cues 

AHind three hits each from 
Katie Hickey and Jackie L’Hote. 
Dawn Marotta added a triple and 
three RBI for the winners. The Ex- 


pos’ Mary Butler and Karen Farina | 


each had three hits. 

The Dodgers also scored a 23-15 
win over the Red Sox. L’Hote and 
Jenn Maddelana each had three hits 
for the Dodgers while Jackie Rem- 
bish had three hits for the Red Sox. 

Andrea Roddick and- Shannon 
Barry combined for nine hits and 12 
RBI to lead the Falcons past the 
Mets 34-14. The Mets’ Shannon 


Wood nad three hits and four RBI. A 
| ¥ : 


4 O10 


and Pat Mansfield> 

Andy Blau fired a_ hole-in-one 
yesterday on the par-3, 181-yard 
seventh hole at the Country Club of 
Pittsfield. 

Blau used a 5-iron to post his 
second career hole-in-one. He was 
playing with Ray Dotchin and Bob 
Cohen. | 


ke Tie WSS S53 
Medgers defeated the Expos 


SOUTHAMPTON — The Pittsfield 
12-and-under girls’ all-star softball 
team placed third over the weekend 
at the ASA State Championships at 
Conant Park. 

Pittsfield won four games in six 
outings in the 1l-team double- 
elimination tournament. It lost its 
opener but won its next four games 
before being eliminated in the 
semifinals. 

Southampton defeated Pittsfield 
in Saturday’s opening game, 7-2. 
Danielle Salzarulo collected two hits 


_ for Pittsfield, including a triple, and 


scored two runs. Kristy Conyers and 
Megan Choquette each singled and 
drove in one run. 

Pittsfield rebounded with a 14-1 
decision over Greenfield B. Laura 
Flynn pitched the winners to vic- 
tory, while offensive help was pro- 
vided by Danielle Gardina, who had 
two hits, two RBI and one run 
scored. Jackie Rembish added a 
triple, two RBI and two runs scored. 
Erin Ladley drove in the game- 
winning run. : 

In Saturday’s final game, Conyers 
pitched Pittsfield to a 13-1 win over 
Easthampton. Jennifer St. John, had 
two hits including a double, scored 
three runs and had one RBI. Ladley 
added three hits and four RBI while 


Salzarulo homered, scored two runs 
_ and had two RBI. ! 


Sunday, Pittsfield romped to a 21- 
0 quarterfinal win over Amherst B. 
Conyers again was the winner on 
the mound, and St. John sparked 
the offense with two home runs, 
seven RBI and four runs scored. 
Karen Farina had three hits includ- 
ing a double, scored twice and 
drove in two runs. Salzarulo had 
two triples and three RBI. 


Pittsfield girls go 4-2 in tourney 


7-6 decision over Amherst A. St. 
John’s two-run single won the game 
for Pittsfield in the final inning. She 
had four RBI in the game, and 
Conyers and Rembish each con- 
tributed two hits and two RBI. 

Pittsfield was eliminated by 
Easthampton, 16-10. Salzarulo led 
the offense with three hits including 
two triples. Choquette and Gardina 
each had two hits. 

The Pittsfield team will play 
again July 29-30 in a round-robin 
tournament at the Berkshire County 
Softball Complex. 


Pittsfield then advanced to the 


semifinals with a come-from-behind 


iio l <9 : 


4S. 
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f Pittsfield cane place 3rd, oth \ 


in state girls’ softball tourney 


AMHERST — The Pittsfield Rec- 
reation Association 16-and-under 
girls’ softball team finished third 
among 11 teams in the Massachu- 
setts Amateur Softball Association 
Slow Pitch Softball Tournament last 
weekend. The Pittsfield 13- and 14- 
year-old all-stars placed fifth in the 
championship event. | 

The 16-and-under: team had a 
tournament record of 4-2. In the 
opener, Pittsfield drubbed Fitch- 
burg, 16-0, behind Debbie Munger’s 
home run and four RBI. Becky Lad- 
ley was the winning pitcher, hurling 
a two-hit shutout. 

Pittsfield split its next two games, 
losing a five-run lead in an 8-6 loss 
to Southampton before rebounding 
with a 10-5 win over Hatfield. Jodi 
Gilardi and Munger each had two 
hits and two RBI in the loss, while 
Jody Hessler’s two-run double and 
three RBI keyed the win over Hat- 
field. Terry Mierzejewski had three 
hits, including a double and two 
RBI, and Stacie Winn and Jodi 
Giardi each collected two hits for 
Pittsfield. 

Pittsfield then scored a 6-5 victory 
over Easthampton and defeated 
Amherst, 8-2, before being elimi- 
nated, 3-0, by Leominster. 


Mierzejewski led the Pittsfield — 


assault over Easthampton with two 
doubles and three RBI. Help was 
also provided by Nancy Ringer’s 
triple and two-hit efforts by Marci 
Cornell, Pam Jones and Ladley, 
who drove in the game-winning run. 
Against Amherst, Mierzejewski had 
two hits including a double while 
Jones had two hits and Gilardi two. 
RBI. Ladley threw a two-hitter for 
the win. 

Leominster held Pittsfield to just . 
five hits, including doubles by Lad- - 
ley and Mierzejewski. 


Younger team places fifth 


The Pittsfield 13- and 14-year-old 
all-stars placed fifth in the tourna- 
ment, splitting four games. 

Leominster stopped Pittsfield in 
the opener, 17-5. Pittsfield was led 
by Kristine Barzousky’s single and 
double and two hits from Stephanie 
Ladley. Pittsfield then eliminated 
aarti from the touime lent 
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scoring a 10-6 victory. The game 
ended with Amy Rembish and Liz 
Vallone teaming up for a double 
play. Missy Kaufer helped the of- 
fense with a single and an RBI. 
Rembish drove in two runs and 
Paula Ciepiela added a triple and 
RBI to lead Pittsfield over the Am- 
herst B team, 15-2. But the team 
was eliminated from the tourna- 
ment in a 9-8 loss to the Amherst A 


squad. Missy Pires homered and 
singled for Pittsfield and Ciepiela 
added a triple and two RBI. Rem- 
bish chipped in with two hits and 
one RBI. 


Pittsfield tournament next 


The next action for the all-star. 


teams will be a round-robin tour- 
nament July 29 and 30 at the Berk- 
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Girls’ major division 

PITTSFIELD — The Orioles and 
Athletics each posted two recent 
victories in the Pittsfield Parks and 
Recreation girls’ softball major di- 
vision. 

For the Orioles, Jody Gilardi had 
four hits and Debbie Munger hit a 
homer in an 18-3 win over the Blue 
Jays, and Laurie Germanowski had 
four hits and Jamie Murphy a 
homer and three other hits in a 15-11 


shire County Softball Complex. 


oY 


Girls’ minor division 

PITTSFIELD — The Expos won 
two games last week in the Parks 
and Recreation minor division, 
beating the Falcons 20-17 and the 
Mets 23-7. Jennifer St. John had 
eight hits, including two homers, 
and drove in nine runs in the two 
wins, and Mary Butler, Karen Fa- 
rina and Heather Arseneau each to- 
taled three hits. 

Rene Landers, Nicole Scapin and 
Kelly Beauman combined for nine 
hits as the Giants scored a come- 
from-behind 17-16 win over the Fal- 


win over the Eagles. Missy Kaufer 
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Girls’ softball all-stars host 
pitch and putt golf benetit 


GOLF BENEFIT: The Pittsfield 
Recreation Department girls’ soft- 
ball all-star teams will host a fund- 
raising golf tournament today and 
tomorrow from 1 to 6 p.m. at the 
Pitch and Putt golf course on Route 
7 in Lanesboro. 

It will cost $5 for players to enter 
the tournament, with $3 for greens 
fee and $2 going to the all-star 
teams. There will be prizes and 
trophies in five categories: age 16 to 


adult, age 12-15, age 8-11, parent- 
child teams and teams of all ages. vr 


Further information on the event, 
which was originally scheduled for 
tomorrow, will be made available 
next week. The Adams Chamber of 
Commerce is race sponsor. 

* * % “f 


SOCCER ALL-STARS: Dean 
DiMassimo had three goals Sunday 
to lead the Yellow team to a 7-2 win 
over the Red team in the first 
Berkshire County Summer Soccer 
League all-star game. | 

The Yellow team featured players 
from Teo’s, Benny’s, Quality Print- 
ing and Cavallero Plastics. The Red 
team. had players from CRA, 
Drummond’s, Diablos Rojo, URAO- 
SOEMF and Dalton Youth Center. 

Derek Shea, Mark Kaley, Matt 
McCusker and Jeff Litchenburg 
added goals for the Yellow team. 
Matt Robinson had both goals and 
Richard Asher two assists for the 
Red. 


Pittsfield girls’ league 
PITTSFIELD — Debbie Munger 


had three hits including a grand 


slam home run as the Orioles rolled 
past the Expos 27-5 in the Major 
Division of the Pittsfield Recreation 
Department’s girls’ league. _ 

Jackie Higgins added two hits and 
three RBI for the Orioles. Kim 
Myrick banged out a single, double 
and two RBI for the Expos. 

Terry Mierzejewski pounded out 
three hits including a double and 
Reggie Bassi added a double and a 


single as the Athletics blanked the 


Cardinals 15-0, while Nancy Ringer 
banged out five hits and Anne 


‘Tropeano drove in five runs with a 


double and triple to lead the Red 
Sox to a 17-5 win over the Cardinals. 
Robin Gates had two hits in that 
game for the Cards. 

Anne Rajotte knocked in three 
runs with three hits including a 
homer as the Eagles downed the 
Expos 25-5. Amy Rembish contrib- 
uted three hits including a double 
for the Eagles. Justina Gates had 
three hits for the Expos. 

Stephanie Ladley connected for 
three hits, including a triple, and 
three RBI as the Orioles outslugged 
the Brewers 12-10, and Rajotte 
drove in five runs with three hits, 
including another home run, as the 
Eagles ripped the Cardinals 21-4. 
Missy Kaufer added three hits and 
four RBI for the Eagles. Celine 
Trova had a pair of hits for the 
C 


ards. : 

A four-hit effort by Jody Hol- 
lingsworth helped lead the Cardi- 
nals to a 9-7 win over the Expos. 
Boland added two hits for the 
Cards, while Hollingsworth knocked 
in three runs. Myrick had four hits 
\and three RBI for the Expos. 7/ y 





ittsfield girls host 41-game event 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — It was as much a celebration 0 
Softball as a competition during the weekend, a: 
the Pittsfield Girls’ Softball League hosted a two 
day, 19-team round robin tournament at the Berk 
‘Shire County Softball Complex. 

Altogether, 41 games were played in three divi 
Sions, with teams from Rhode Island, New York 
and Massachusetts taking part in an event that 
raised $2,500 for the 250-member Pittsfield girls’ 
league sponsored by the Recreation Department. 

“Last year we had growing pains,” league pres- 
ident and tournament director Craig Rand said. 
“We had to get up an extra local team just to make 
up two divisions. I told the league we might lose 
money, but they said go ahead, and we made a 
little profit. The teams who came were so happy 
with the tournament, everybody came back. We 
actually had to turn away teams this year.” 

The competition featured seven teams in the 12- 
and-under division, five in the 14-and-under division 
and seven in the 16-and-under. | 

Many of the teams were from the New York City 
suburbs, and the credit for that went to Lewisboro 
coach Mike Kelly. 

“He spread the word around New York, and he 
accounted for about 60 percent of the teams in the 
tournament,”’ Rand said. ‘“‘We dedicated the tour- 
nament to him. If it wasn’t for him, the tournament 
would still be getting off the ground.” 

On the field, the champions were St. Finbar of 
Brooklyn in the 16-and-under division (at 5-0 the 


a ae 6, RAS, A, celebration of softball 


tournament’s only unbeaten team), Amherst in the 
14-and-under (which was 4-1 with a decisive 11- 
Win over Lewisburg) and state champion Green- 
field in the 12-and-under. 

The battle between Greenfield and Pittsfield in 
the 12-and-under division was among the highlights 
of the tournament. Greenfield, which is headed for 
the national tournament in Decatur, Ala., next 
month, and Pittsfield were both 2-1 going into their 
final-round game. But Jennifer St. John had three 
hits and five RBI to back winning pitcher Kristy 
Conyers as Pittsfield scored a 12-2 win and forced a 
championship showdown. 

In the championship game, Greenfield built a 9-2 
lead, but Pittsfield went ahead with an 11-run 
fourth inning, when Erin Ladley had a three-run 
double. Greenfield scored three in the sixth, how- 
ever, and won the title. 


Earlier, Pittsfield beat Katona. from New York 


27-7 and St. Finbar 21-4, while losin to Bay Rid 
from Brooklyn, 16-9, : sa 


D "| O nd d oin gs _ _ | _ : In the 14-and-under group, Pittsfield beat Lewis- 
1am : — , — gale ee ie Jamie oes eighth-inning RBI 
: nde Ge ‘ : > - | single and Apponaug from Rhode Island 7-2. Pitts- 
Members of tie ae re Bees ea Ft i § field lost 7-0 to Bay Ridge and 9-4 to Amherst. 
ball team had a usy Greenfield yes) — | _ o In the 16-and-under, Pittsfield beat Yonkers 29-2 
win over state champion rege oR — ee and Amherst 14-1, while losing to Patchogue 11-9 
terday. In top photo, players baer: / | | — and St. Finbar 9-7. Against Yonkers, Kristen Fied- 
support on the dugout steps. ove, gy _ ler had two doubles, a single and five RBI to back 
catcher Laura Flynn tags out Greenfield. a ~ oo Becky Ladley’s four-hitter. Against Amherst, Pam 


runner Jamie Kawecki. At right, winning Jones had three hits and three RBI and Terry 


pitcher Kristy Conyers whoops up the = / : fivehitier eave ta three rang and Ladley had p 


moment of victory. oe 4 3\\ $ | 


~~ <r 


Photos by Bob McDonough 





if Area softball - | 


Pittsfield girls win tourney — 


nell, Jones, Mier- 
Gordan all added 


The Pittsfield Recreation 16 & ! 
under all-star softball team recently 1 three runs. por 
concluded its season by winning the zejewski and Katy 


2 Pittsfield teams win 


Pitch Softball Tournament. 


North Kingston, R.I. Girls Se hits. a 


The team now has a two year 
combined record of 39-15 including a 
19-7 mark in tournaments played 
this year. The Pittsfield team cap- 
tured two first-place finishes this 
year while placing second in an- 
other tournament. 

Pittsfield blanked the host team, 
4-0, in the championship game. 
Kristen Fielder and Marci Cornell | 
had the big hits in the first inning © 
that allowed Pittsfield to take an 
early 2-0 lead. Katy Gordon and Liz 


Mitchell each drove in a run in the | 


third for added insurance. Pam 
Jones led the winners at the plate 
with two hits while Becky Ladley 
was the winning pitcher. 

Pittsfield had put North Kingston 
into the losers’ bracket, 3-2, earlier 
in the double-elimination event only 
to see North Kingston rebound past 
Pittsfield, 3-2, to put the tournament 
into its final game. 

In the Pittsfield win, Ladley 
hurled a four-hitter for the victory. 
Terry Mierejewski drove in a run 
and scored a run in the victory. The 
39 defeat to North Kingston saw 
Pittsfield end its own come-from- 
behind rally when a runner left 
second base too soon on a base hit 
to right-field. 

Pittsfield opened the tournament 


with an 8-4 win over Coventry. The: 


locals trailed, 3-2, after one inning 
but rallied for the win. Kristen 
Fiedler and Colleen Murray each 
had two hits and drove in one run. 
Pam Jones and Debbie Munger also 
had two hits apiece. #5. 1. 

Ladley threw a six-hitter in Pitts- 
field’s second game victory over 
Apponaug, 9-4. Fiedler had three 


Orioles win 
major division 


girls’ crown 


PITTSFIELD — Clara Wilker 
drove in six runs, including four 
with a first-inning grand slam, as 
the Orioles posted a 9-3 win over the 
Athletics in the deciding game of 


the Pittsfield girls’ major division 
playoff final last night at Pittsfield | 
‘High School. 


The Orioles had won Tuesday’s 
opener in the best-of-three series 4- 
9. and the Athletics had won Wed- 
nesday 9-3. 

Last night, Jodi Gilardi added two 


hits and two RBI to support winning 


pitcher Stephanie Ladley. For the 
Athletics, Stacy Meyer had a double 
and two RBI and Terry Mierzejew- 
ski had two hits. 

Wednesday, winning pitcher Stacy 
Winn had two hits and four RBI and 
Paula Ciepiela had a single and 
triple for the Athletics. Debbie 
Munger and Becky Ladley had two 
hits for the Orioles. 

Tuesday, Stephanie Ladley had 
three hits and two RBI and Katy 
Gordon had a single, double and two 


RBI to support winning pitcher 


Becky Ladley. Mierzejewski had a 


ingle and triple for the Athletics 
single and triple for 24 ig Sh 


Greenfield girls’ titles | 


GREENFIELD — The Ladley 
sisters surrendered only one run in 
the championship game of last 
weekend’s 16-and-under division at 
the Greenfield Scholarship girls’ 
slow-pitch softball tournament. 
However, they .were on different 
teams, with Becky tossing a one- 
hitter against her sister Stephanie 
as the Pittsfield 16-and-under team 


defeated the Pittsfield 14-and-under\, Fp 


team 1-0 Sunday. ~ 

The Pittsfield 16-and-under team 
was undefeated in the tournament 
with a 4-0 record while the 14-and- 


- under squad, playing in=the older 


age group, lost its opener and final 

game and won three in-between. 
Meanwhile, Pittsfield won its 

first-ever title in the 12-and-under 


age group, splitting the crown with , 


Bay Ridge of Brooklyn, N.Y., as 
both finished with 3-1 records before 
rain interrupted. 

In the 16-under title game, Nancy 
Ringer’s single off losing hurler 
Stephanie Ladley scored Terry 


Mierzejewski with the game’s’only | 
run. Ringer was 2-for-3 in the title | 
game, as were Marci Cornell, Kris- 4 


ten Fiedler and Pam Jones. The 16- 


_ under team got 11 hits and left 12 


runners on base. 


The 16-unders reached the finals — 


with a 7-1 win over Greenfield on 
Sunday. Becky Ladley tossed a two- 
hitter for the win, and her team- 
mates scored four runs in the third 
inning to take command. Cornell 
was 2-for-3 with two RBI. 

On Saturday, the 16-under team 
defeated Northampton 3-2 and Am- 
herst 8-1, with Becky Ladley win- 
ning both games. Pittsfield scored 
three runs in the second inning to 
defeat Northampton while Debbie 
Munger and Jones had two hits each 
in the win over Amherst. Munger — 
drove in two runs and Fiedler 
plated three with a double against 
Amherst. 

The Pittsfield 14-under team 
qualified for the 16-under division 
championship game by defeating 
Greenfield 2-1. Elizabeth Vallone 
had two hits for the winners, which 
put them into the championship 
contest, while pitcher Stephanie 
Ladley got the win. 

After losing its opening game to 
Greenfield 10-1, the 14-under team 
rebounded in the loser’s bracket, 
trouncing Northampton 15-4. Paula 
Ciepiela and Jamie Murphy each 
had three hits and three RBI in the 
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divisions of the league. Activities 
for the day include swimming 
(there-is a $2 fee per girl to swim), 
a coaches vs. players softball game, 
awards presentation to league win- 
ners, as well as hamburger and hot 
dogs. 

More information is available 
from the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 3 ia a 
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Pittstield Junior Football | 
@ eo e 

sets registration this week 

_» + JUNIOR FOOTBALL: Registra- team has«scheduled its fi : 
‘tion for the Pittsfield Junior Foot- — tain’s practi 
- ball League, sponsored by the De- behind Reid Mi 

partment of Recreation, has been Scott Grady 

‘escheduled tomorrow through Sat- terested 
‘urday at Springside House, 874 

North St. E 

i To be eligible, players must be’ 

Pittsfield residents between the | 
sages of 9 and 13. The league is| 
y divided into two divisions, the A| 
§ Division for ages 12-13 and the B 
» Division for ages 9-11. | 
* Tryouts will begin Aug. 22 at 6 

p.m. on the Common on First 

Street. New candidates must attend 

' at least half the tryouts to be se- 

' lected for a team.*Anyone who will 
be out of town Aug. 14-19 should | 
register in advance with a state- | 
ment to that effect. 

All candidates must obtain a | 
medical waiver from a family phy- | 
sician. Each player will be assessed | 
a $10 equipment fee.*Further in- | 
formation may be obtained at the | 
Department of Recreation. ¥} \3hy4g 
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FOOTBALL SALE: The Pittsfiel 
Junior Football League has sched- 
uled its annual door-to-door season 
ticket sale Sunday morning begin- 

ing at 10. eat 
ain league players and coaches 


will participate in the sale. All Combat Zone 
players must Wear a Anes 2 ee j idi been under way on the Pittsfield Common for 
during the ticket drive. Parents Growling, grunting and colliding has been under way 


wishing to help should report to the the last couple of weeks as participants in the city’$ junior football program q | q z4 
Common on First Street at sia prepare for the combat season soon to begin. 


a.m. ql si y4 y, 


Lions win Junior grid title 
Lions win Junior grid ttl 

PITTSFIELD — Quarterback John Vincent scored a pair of touchdowns 
Sunday as the Lions clinched the Pittsfield Junior Football championship 
ith a 14-0 win over the Giants. + . ) 

” Vincent’s 37-yard bootleg for a touchdown, following J armal Sistrunk’s _ 
interception and 15-yard return, gave the Lions a 6-0 lead in the second 

quarter. In the third quarter, Shawn Curry blocked a punt and Joe Cartier 

recovered it on the Giants’ 1-yard line to set up Vincent’s second TD run. 

Sistrunk added the 2-point conversion. 

i other action, Bill Major returned the second-half kickoff 70 yards for a 
touchdown, and T’Harka Fernandez tackled a runner in the end zone for a 
safety to lead the Rams to an 8-6 win over the Browns. The Browns cut the 
deficit when Jason Roy ran 32 yards for a touchdown in the fourth pperion: ye 





pa Photos Bp Mark watchel 
Gusto for the gridiron 


It’s almost Labor Day, and that means it’s almost football season in these parts. Here, candidates 
for the Pittsfield Junior Football League are shown going gh their paces on the Common last 
night, in a down line position in top photo, checking out equipment at bottom left and bashing a 
tackling dummy at bottom right. The league opens the weekend of Sept. 16. G/as \. 2G 





Lions improve to 3-0. 


PITTSFIELD — Clyde Lafayette 
scored a pair of touchdowns, in- 
cluding one on a 59-yard punt re- 
turn, as the Lions defeated the 
Rams. 30-6 Sunday to hang on to 
first place in the Pittsfield Junior 

Football League. 

_ The Lions, with a 3-0 record at the 
halfway point of the season, lead the 
Giants, who are 2-1. The Giants 
scored a 32-0 victory over the 
Browns.to remain within a game of 
the leaders. The Rams fall to 1-2 
while the Browns are 0-3. 


‘In ‘the Lions’ game, Lafayette’s | 
punt return came in a 16-point sec- 


ond quarter. Bob Mack added the 2- 
point conversion on Lafayette’s 
touchdown. Before that, Lafayette 


scored the 2-point conversion fol-— 


lowing an 8-yard touchdown run by 
Jarmal Sistrunk. 

The Rams had drawn first blood, 
when Scott Peetros scored on an 18- 
yard run in the first quarter. 

Dennis Williams scored on a 4 
yard run for the Lions in the third 
quarter, adding a final touchdown in 
the fourth quarter on Lafayette’s 8- 


yard run. Mack’s 2-point conversion | 


provided the final score. : 


The Giants jumped out to a 24-0. 


halftime lead. Ryan O’Connell 
scored on a 15-yard run in the first 
quarter, with Dave Stodden adding 
the 2-point;:conversion. O'Connell 
threw a 5-yard touchdown pass to 
Kirk Barne and Jabari Powell 
scored on a 16-yard interception re- 
turn in the second quarter, with 
Stodden getting both 2-point con- 
versions. 

After a scoreless third quarter, 
Rick Duzlak hit paydirt on a 12-yard 
run, while Kirk Barne added the 2- 


gin. = (0/5187 


point conversion for the final mar- J, 


took'a handoff and ran 89 yards for... 
the touchdown, and a 14-0 halftime 


lead 


ad. 
- Cheshire added a final touchdown 


in the fourth quarter. After a fum- 
bled punt by Adams, Cheshire re- 
covered at the Bears’ 18. Jajko’s 1-. 
yard sneak capped for a touchdown 
concluded the short. drive. Aaron 
Delmolino scored the 2-point con- 
version. 








SouTrn cittle LEMEVS 


LITTLE LEAGUE: The Pittsfield 
Little League baseball program will 
hold its annual candy sale Sunday | 


, 


PITTSFIELD LITTLE LEAGUE: | 


Registration for Pittsfield’s Little : 


League baseball program will be | 
held Saturday, April 1 from 10 a.m. | 


Ss oot 


a 


~ 


~ until noon, and on Monday, April 3, | 


from 6-8 p.m. 


Little League registration is open 
to youngsters who are at least 9 — 
years old, but not 13 on or before | 


Aug. 1. 


New candidates for the North — 
League should register at the | 


Peck’s Road Fire Station, South 


League candidates should register — 


at the Holmes Road station and 
players from the West League 


should register at the West Hous- | 


atonic Street fire station. 

For more information, contact the 
Pittsfield Department of Recre- 
ation. 
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Puleri fans 17 in L 


South Little League 
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Wood’s HR lifts Teo’s in South playoff uy 


_ PITTSFIELD — Brian Wood hit a 


three-run homer in the bottom of 
the sixth inning to give Teo’s a 
dramatic 6-5 come-from-behind win 
over the Italian American Club in 
the playoff for the first-half title in 
the South Little League. Both teams 
had finished the half 7-3. 

Teo’s led 3-2 going into the final 
inning. In the top of the sixth, Keith 
Fortini had an RBI single and Matt 
Rice a two-run single to put Italian 
American ahead 5-3. In the bottom 


of the sixth, Jason Meaney walked 


and Chris Hurlbut reached on a 
fielder’s choice to set up the game- 
winning blast. 

Rice and winning pitcher Kevin 
Steele each had two hits for Ted’s; 
and Mark Berube drove in two runs 
in a losing cause. 


South League games 


Frank Seago helped lead Burger 
King to two recent wins in the South 
Little League regular season. Scago 
and J.T. Torra had three hits each 
and winning pitcher Dave Farkas 
two hits in an 11-2 win over Italian 
American Club, and Scago struck 
out nine and Torra had three hits in 
a 7-2 win over Stevenson & Co. 

In other league games, Scott Pet- 

os homered and Mike Ireland hit 
We game-winning single in the sev- 
} j20\~94 


from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m 


Uniformed players from the three 
city leagues will sell candy door to 


door, with proceeds to benefit the 
- Little League program. 


The sale is © 


_ the Little Leagues’ only fund-raiser 
WAKA 


of the year. 


enth inning to lead Italian American 


Club to a 3-2 win over Teo’s, Chad 


Munier had two homers and four 
RBI as City Savings Bank won 7-1 
over Burger King, Gary Ostrander 
had two hits as Stevenson won 8-6 
over East Side Pizza, Eric Kirk 
struck out six as Tank Shop won 8-4 


over Virgilio and Mike Jones and 


Dave Farrell combined on a two- 
hitter and Mike Doyle robbed Bob 
Mack of a homer with a spectacular 
catch in the second inning. 

In losing causes, Kevin Steele had 
two hits for Teo’s, Farrell had three 
hits and Jones pitched a three-hitter 
for East Side, Dave Stodden drove 
in two runs for Virgilio and Mack 
had two hits for Teo’s. 


Winning pitcher Chad Munier had 


Kevin Steele and Crosier added two 


to} 


ning pitcher. Tim Latini 


ee-South Central Ruth tilt 


had a triple 


( 
(- 


a double and three RBI in City 
Savings Bank’s 20-12 win over the 
Tank Shop. Mike Hiltpold had two 
hits and three RBI for the winners. 
Losing pitcher Mike DiCenzo, Matt 
Florezyk, and Adam Evans had one 
hit and one RBI each for Tank Shop. 


each. 

Shaun Touhey authored a_two- 
hitter and struck out 12 for Steve- 
nson’s In a 10-2 win over Virgili 
Construction. Ostrander had a ca 
gle, double and two RBI for the 
winners while Jay Mancivalano 


and two RBI while Matt Maiorano 


had a double, triple and one RB] for 
the winners. Pa 


“ Mi 
pitched and ba ted Fast Side Pa 
win over the Italian. | 


Pittsfield 
pray. Jones had two | 
RBI, | 


The Tank Sh 
nson’s 16-5 
ees beh 


/ South Little League 


Dave Fields was on the mound for 
a Winning one-hitter and a losing no- 
hitter for East Side Pizza in two . 
recent South Little League games. 
Fields and Marc Pictrowski 
combined for the one-hitter in a 12-0 
Win over Italian-American Club. 


Mike Jones, 
Mike Doyle 


Teo’s defeated Burger King 11-3 
as Mike Crosier tossed a three hit- 
ter. Matt Irvin had three hits while 


>: 


Motohiro Yogo and 
had two hits each. 


Xe] 24184 


Fields then pitched a no-hitter and 
had two hits and two RBI, but East 
Side lost 7-6 to City Savings Bank 
largely because of 13 walks. Dave 
Farrell and Dennis Penna also had 
two hits for East Side. 


Teo’s and Italian-American Club 
each won two recent South games. 

For Teo’s, Bob Mack hit a home 
run and Mike Crosier drove in two 
runs in a 15-5 win over Virgilio’ 
and Mack, Kevin Steele, eke 
Meaney and Brian Wood had two 


hits each in a 9-8 win over Burger — 


King. Jason Kilmer and John Duda 
had two hits each for Virgilio’s and 
J.T. Torra had two doubles and 
three RBI and Tim Latini three hits 
for Burger King. 

For Italian-American, Mark Ber- 
ube struck out 10 in a 4-2 win over 


' Stevenson’s and John Krol and Jeff ' 


Hulland combined to pitch a four- 


added a pair of singles. 
Burger King defeated the Tank 
Shop 9-3. Frank Scago was the win- 


mat 


hitter with 10 strikeouts in a 14-5 
win over Tank Shop. Scott Peetros 
had three hits and four RBI and 


Eric Rekeda three hits for the win- 


ners. John Soules drove in 
for Tank Shop. = has 
Mark Florezyk had two doubles 
and three RBI, Mike DiCenzo had 
two hits and winning pitcher Erik 
Kirk drove in two runs as Tank 
Shop won 9-4 over City Savings 
Bank, which got two hits from Mike 
Hiltpold. wlZIe4 





South, Cheshire name all-stars 


The Pittsfield South Little League 
and the Cheshire Little League have 
named their all-star teams for the 
Berkshire County: tournament to 
begin later this month. 


Members of the South team are: 


Dave Fields, Marc Pictrowski, Mike — 


Jones, Mike Doyle, Mike Crosier, 
Bob Mack, Mark Berube, Matt 
Rice, John Duda, Dave Farkas, 
Shaun Tuohey, Pete Croce, Frank 
Scago and Chad Munier. 

~The Cheshire team includes: 
Jason Azar, Allen Burdick, Travis 
Lanski, Todd Moulen and Richie 
Paquette of the Cheshire Fire De- 
partment; Jeremy Gwozdz, Todd 
Kopezynski, Corey Luczynski and 
Jesse Stefanik of Bedard Brothers/ 
JRJ Foundations; Tim Furey and 
Matt Goodreau of Country Charm 
Restaurant; and Jason Fuller, 
Jeremy Jensen and Joshua Ziter of 
Delmolino Construction/Fillin’ Sta- 
tion. 


South results 


Mike Crosier and Brian Wood hit 
home runs as Teo’s defeated Vir- 


gilio’s 11-9 in Pittsfield South Little 
League action. Bob Mack and Tom | 


Morelli combined to strike out 13 for 


Teo’s. Losing pitcher John Duda hit - 


two home runs for Virgilio’s. Cro- 
sier struck out 15 batters. as Teo’s 
blanked Stevenson’s 9-0. Bob Mack 
batted in two runs. 

City Savings Bank defeated Ital- 


ian-American Club 8-4 behind the - 


pitching of Matt Donovan. Todd 


Lampiasi and Chad Munier each 
. 


aE baschall rounngy | 


had two*RBI for City Savings. Don- 
ovan had his team’s only two hits as 
City Savings also slipped past East 
Side Pizza 3-1. Donovan drove in all 
three runs with a double in the top 
of the sixth inning. 

Stevenson’s could muster only 
four hits, yet defeated Burger King 
14-10. Jay Mancivalano had two hits 
and four RBI for Stevenson’s and 


Dave Sanders and J.T. Torra each. 


drove in two runs for Burger King. 
John Krol went the distance as 
Italian-American Club defeated 
Tank Shop 7-3. Matt Rice and Mark 
Berube each had two hits for 
Italian-American. 
Mike Jones and Mike Doyle com- 


bined for 13 strikeouts as East Side 


Pizza defeated Tank Shop 7-4. Dave 
Fields hit a two-run homer for East 
Side. 

Burger King defeated Virgilio’s 
11-5. Dave Farkas hit a two-run 
double and Matt Maiorano knocked 
in three with a double and triple for 


Burger King. = =7/) 13° 


| 


County Little League tournamenti\ 
opens with two games Saturda 


PITTSFIELD — The Berkshire 


County Little League baseball | 


championships will begin Saturday 
with two qualifying games. Ten 
teams are entered into the tourna- 
ment with all games being played at 
the Pittsfield South Little League 
field at Deming Park. 


The opening games have Pitts- 
field South against Dalton at noon 
while Lanesboro plays Cheshire at 6 
p.m. The tournament will resume 
Monday when Adams meets Pitts- 
field West at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Great 
Barrington plays the winner of 
Pittsfield South and Dalton. Game 
time is 6 p.m. - 

Pittsfield North will play Lee July 
19 at 6 p.m. with Williamstown 
opening July 20, playing the Lanes- 
boro-Cheshire winner. Semifinals 
will be played July 22 at 2 and 6, 
with the finals scheduled July 24 at 
O75 


The sub-sectional game between 
the District 1 and 2 winners will be 
played July 28 at Deming Park. 
Sectional play July 30 will be at the 
District 3 home site and the state 
finals will be Aug. 4-5 in Lynn. 
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‘ Pittsfield South, Cheshire win Little League openers 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield South 
and Cheshire were winners yester- 
day in opening-round play of the 
Berkshire County Little League All- 
\Star Tournament held at Deming 
ark, 

\The tournament is a_ single- 


elimination event. 

Pittsfield South needed an extra 
inning to post a 6-3 victory over 
Dalton-Hinsdale. Eric Campbell and 
Jim Polidoro drove in two runs in 
the first inning for Dalton-Hinsdale. 
Pittsfield South trimmed the margin 


to 2-1 and went ahead in the fourth 
inning when Mark Berube belted a 
two-run home run. 

Dalton-Hinsdale came back to tie 
the game in the fourth on John 
Domurat’s run-scoring single. 

Pittsfield South cracked the tie in 


the seventh when Chad Munier 
scored a run with a sacrifice fly. 
Bobby Mack then added the insur- 
ance runs with a two-run home run. 

Polidoro pitched well in a losing 
effort for Dalton-Hinsdale while 
Marc Pictrowski singled and dou- 


‘ 


bled for the winners. 

In the evening contest, Cheshire 
used a 10-run third inning to high- 
light an 18-3 victory over Lanesboro. 

Jesse Stefanik had 12 strikeouts to 
earn the.mound decision and helped 
the offense with a single, double and 
an RBI. Allen Burdick added a 
home run, single and two RBI while 
Josh Ziter delivered two doubles, 
one single and two RBI. 

Lanesboro’s Eric Kristensen 


drove in two runs with a single 
while teammate Karen Herton also 
singled and had one RBI. 


The Berkshire County tournament 
will take a day off today before 
continuing Monday evening at 6. 
with Pittsfield West playing Adams. 
On Tuesday, Great Barrington faces 
Pittsfield South, also at 6. All games 
will beat the Pittsfield South field 


at Deming Park. .~;/ ;, Ix 


5 3 pea A) 





am he amine 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 

- South Little League all-stars beat 
Great Barrington 13-1 last night at 
Deming Field to advance to the 
semifinals of the Berkshire County 


tournament. 


- Chad Munier spun a three-hitter 
to lift Pittsfield South to Saturday’s 
semifinal meeting with Adams. 
Munier struck out eight while help- 
ing the offense with two hits and 
two RBI. Bobby Mack homered, 
singled and had two RBI for Pitts- 


field South. 


Tim McElroy had two singles for 
Great Barrington, which was elim- 


inated in its opening round game. 


Pittsfield South started off tour- 
nament play with a win over Dal- 
ton. Tournament action continues 
tonight at 6 when Pittsfield North 


; | 
® ° 
Little League tilt rained out 
PITTSFIELD — Last night's [ = — a 
Berkshire County Little League | 

tournament game between Wil- | 

liamstown and Cheshire was rained | 

out and rescheduled for tonight at 6 


at ee Field. 

€ winner advances to a semifi- 
nal round game against Pittctield 
North tomorrow at 6 p.m. at Dem- 
ing. The other semifinal, between 
Adams and Pittsfield South, will be 
at 2 p.m. tomorrow at Deming. 1\ 28°" 


Pittsfield 


faces Lee at Deming. The winner of 
that game will advance to the other 
semifinal bracket and face the 
winner of tomorrow night's contest 
between Williamstown and Chesh- 
ire. 


South Little League 


Dave Fields collected two singles, 
a double and home run to help lead 
East Side Pizza to two wins in re- 
cent Pittsfield South Little League 
action. 


Fields homered in a 10-9 win over 
Teo’s. Mare Pictrowski added two 
singles and a double and Dave Far- 
rell had two singles for the winners. 
Fields was also the winning pitcher. 
Brian Wood singled three times, 
Mike Crosier singled twice and 


i 


South re 


NX 


aches semifinals 


Kevin Steele doubled and singled and eight RBI. Dave Farkas and 


twice for Teo’s. 


J.T. Torra each singled twice and 


Brian Ahern scored the winning drove in five runs. SS 


run after walking, stealing second 


and scoring on Pictrowski’s single. 
Fast Side routed Virgilio, 13-1. 
Mike Jones earned the pitching win 
while Pictrowski gained the save. 
Dave Fields had a double and two 


RBI for the winners. Mike Doyle | 


added two hits and one RBI. 

Tank Shop defeated Stevenson, 13- 
7. Eric Kirk struck out five in gain- 
ing the win. Kirk helped his own 
cause with three hits and three RBI. 
Matt Florezyk had two singles and 


three RBI and Mike DiCenzo had a - 


double and two RBI. Stevenson’s 

Pete Croce and Scott Wilner each 

had two singles and two RBI. 
Burger King trounced Italian 


American Club, 18-7. Dave Farkas 
and Frank Mariano each doubled 
and singled for the winners while 
Frank Scago chipped in with two 
singles. Scago and Farkas combined 
for five RBI. Matt Rice tripled and 
Eric Rekeda had two hits for Itam. 

City Savings edged Virgilio, 14-13. 
Mike Hiltpold was the winning 
pitcher while Matt Donovan led the 
offense with a single, double and 
two RBI. Dan Cohn and Mike 
Callahan offered two singles and 
two RBI apiece while Jason Kilmer 
had two hits and one RBI. 

City Savings defeated Teo’s, 9-9, 
behind the 10-strikeout effort of 
Chad Munier, who also added a 
home run, double and three RBI. 
Brian Cimini doubled and had two 
RBI and Todd Lampiasi added two 
singles. Bob Mack singled and dou 
bled for Teo’s. 

Matt Rice pitched a two-hitter and 
Mark Berube belted a grand-slam 
home run to lead Italian American 
over Stevenson, 12-0. Gary Os- 
trander doubled and singled for 
Stevenson. 

Burger King scored a convincing 
31-5 win over Tank Shop. Matt 
Maiorano did the heavy damage for 
the winners with a home run, double 


TY A \ PR ae 


Pittsfield South 15-2 


The Pittsfield South all-stars 
scored 12 runs in the first two in- 
nings and Crosier ‘pitched a one- . 
hitter en route to the victory over : 
Adams yesterday afternoon at 


- Deming. 


Berube blasted his grand-slam 
home run in the first while team- 


mate Rice did the same in the sec- . 


ond to highlight the Pittsfield South 
offense. The run production was 
more than enough for Crosier, who 
struck out one batter while walking 
two. 

“My kids just want to play ball,”’ 
Pittsfield South coach/Brian Jones 
said. “They have no fear. They re- 
ally don’t care who they play. And 
defensively, this is the best team 
I’ve seen aroufd here in three 
years.” ah : 

Marc Pictowski, Chad Munier 
and Bobby Mack were all on base 
via walks when Berube hit his first- 
inning grand slam. Mack and Ber- 
ube singled in runs in the second 
inning and were on base with 
Munier when Rice delivered his 
grand-slam homer. Crosier had 
singled in Pictrowski earlier in the 
inning. 2 

Adams scored its first run in the 
opening inning when Richard Con- 
nor, who had reached on an error, 
eventually came around to score on 
a ground ball by Patrick Ryan. The: 
final Adams run came in the fourth 
inning when Marshall Maxwell 
homered. . 

Pittsfield South tacked on a single 
run in the third when Berube’s sac- 
rifice fly plated Chad Munier, who 
had opened the inning with a single. 
Pittsfield added two runs in the 
fourth. One scored on an error while 
the other was driven home on a 
single by Michael Jones. 

Dave Catelotti was the losing 
pitcher for Adams, allowing seven 
hits while striking out two and 
walking five. South’s Berube fin- - 
ished the game with seven RBI. 





Pittsfield South 


Continued from Page D1 

e rest of the way. . 
the Pittsfield players liked play- 
ing the tournament on their home 
field. But on this night the team 
could have won anywhere.  __ 

“The home field was a big ad- 
vantage,” said Pittsfield’s Mack, 
who had two singles to go with his 
first-inning home run. “Weve 
played here all year and we were 
able to have some fans watch us. 

Added Pittsfield’s Pictrowski, 
“Last year we played in Dalton and 

blown away.” 
eT itetield Saal Jones tried to 
sound a note of reason. “Home 
field? I don’t think we needed it. 
Not with the hitting we have.” - 

Pittsfield tacked on a run in the 
second when Pictrowski’s sacrifice 
fly scored Matt Rice, who had sin- 
gled and moved to third on two 
errors. Run-scoring singles by 
Pictrowski, Munier and Dave Far- 
rell highlighted a three-run Pitts- 
field fourth. 

Pictrowski added another run- 
- scoring single to cap the scoring in 
Te evant more,” said Pittsfield’s 
Touhey, leaving the field happy but 
not entirely satisfied. “But were 
going to have to take this one step 
at a time.”’ 

Pictrowski, Munier and Mack all 
had three sist as ee a 

ictrowski an unier each ac- 
cotati for three RBI. Pittsfield 
shortstop Crosier also handled six 
' chances without an error. 
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Youth baseball 


South stars open tourne 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield South Little League 
all-stars have put their Berkshire County champion- 
ship in the books. Now it’s time to move on to bigger 
and better baseball. 

The state tournament begins for the Pittsfield team 


today when they host the Westfield South all-stars at 
Deming Field at 5:30. 


Pittsfield advanced by defeating the Williamstown 
all-stars, 17-2, Monday night. Westfield South was also 
impressive in its tournament, defeating Westfield 
North 5-0 for the District 2 title. . 


The winner of this game will advance to play the 
winner of tomorrow’s District 3 and District 4 game on 
Monday night in Athol. 


South coach Brian Jones said. “We lost last year and 


Wi just wanted to show people that the South still had 
1 ae 


The Pittsfield South team had it against Williams- 
town. But will they still have it against Westfield South 
ace Timmy Laurita? In the victory over Westfield 
North, Laurita struck out seven while allowing just 
two hits and two walks. He also hits third in the order 
and cracked a three-run home run in the win over 
Westfield North. 


“Somebody said he throws good, that’s all I know,” 
Jones said. “If we don’t hit, we don’t win. But the way 
we've been hitting, the harder the ball comes in, the 
farther I’ve seen it go out.” 


Jones says he hasn’t made up his mind on a starter 


takes title 


Leslie Noyes 


ili McCain 

E AT HOME as Williamstown catcher Joe 
alls the throw, Pittsfield South all-star David Farkas scores 
one of his team’s 12 first-inning runs last night at Deming 
Field. Pittsfield won the game 17-2. 


for today’s contest. Chad Munier pitched ‘five innings 
in the victory over Williamstown with Shawn Touhey 
hurling the final frame. Center-fielder Dave Fields and 
Shortstop Mark Crosier are also candidates to get the 


| pear nod. 
j 


Pittsfield enjoyed the home field advantage through 
the Berkshire County title. Jones, however, doesn’t 
think where the game is played will matter at this 
level of play. 

“We were beat by Northampton a couple of years 
ago on our home field,”’ Jones said. 

Pittsfield will be led offensively by catcher Bobby 
Mack, Munier and Crosier. The trio all homered in the 
county title game against Williamstown. Marc Pic- 
trowski contributed three hits and three RBI. 

Westfield South third baseman and leadoff hitter 
Josh Pepek had three hits in the win over Westfield 


y today; Jimmy’s wins in West 


“We just wanted to win the ee title,” Pittsfield 
0 


North. 





High fives for all 


Pittsfield South Little League all-star Chad Munier (38) heads 
for a happy dugout last night at Deming Field in Pittsfield. 


Little League championship 


Pittsfield S 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — It was no way to 
treat a lady. 

The Pittsfield South Little League 
all-stars defeated the Williamstown 
all-star team 17-2 last night at 
Deming Field to win the Berkshire 
County Little League championship. 

The South all-stars did it in style, 
scoring 12 runs in the first inning 
and knocking out Williamstown 
pitching ace Karen Rice in the pro- 


cess. 

Pittsfield will play again at Dem- 
ing Field Friday night at 5:30 
against District 2 winner Westfield 
South, which defeated Westfield 
North 5-0 last night. 

“We're awesome, | 
starter and winner Chad Munier 
said. ‘We felt we had the best de- 
fense and offense in this tourna- 
ment. We were confident and knew 
we would win.” 


Pittsfield 


Munier posted the numbers to 
back the statements. The right- 
hander allowed just four hits in five 
innings of work, gave up two runs 
and struck out six. Pittsfield’s 
Shawn Touhey pitched the final in- 
ning. The Pittsfield defense was er- 
ror free, and Munier and Touhey 
did not allow a Williamstown batter 
to reach first via a walk. 


“This is the loosest team I’ve ever 
seen,” Pittsfield coach Brian Jones 
said. ‘Now it’s just a question of 
getting the kids back up for 
Friday: 


Pittsfield was plenty fired-up for 
its tilt with Williamstown. Munier, 
Bobby Mack and_Mark Berube all 
connected for home runs in a first 
inning that saw lo Pittsfield batters 
come to the plate. 

- Williamstown scored twice in the 
second when Chris Lanoue smacked 
4 two-run home run to score John 


Leslie Noyes 


Munier’s home run ignited a 12-run first. inning in Pittsfield’s 
17-2 win over Williamstown in the Berkshire County title game. 


McEachern, who had singled to lead 
off the inning. 


But it was a rough ride for Rice, 
whose efforts in the tournament re- 
sulted in Williamstown playing in 
the championship game for the first 
time. 


“It’s just my opinion, but I felt 
that we could have beat Pittsfield,” 
said Rice, elated that her team had 
made the Berkshire County finals 


but disappointed in the final score. 


“My arm was a little bit sore and I 
was trying to aim the ball instead of 
just firing it in.” ) 

Rice began the game retiring 
Pittsfield leadoff hitter Mare Pict- 
rowski on a fly ball to right. Mike 
Crosier then legged out an infield 
hit and scored when Munier 
homered to straightaway center- 
field. Pittsfield loaded the bases and 
scored twice more-when Matt Rice 
walked and Dave Farkas was hit by 


outh topples Williamstown 


a pitch. | 
Pictrowski came up again, dou- 
bled home two runs and scored on 
Crosier’s second single of the in- 
ning. Mack and Berube capped the 
12-run frame with back-to-back 

home runs. | 

“Pittsfield opened up really 
quick,” Williamstown coach Jim 
Bayliss said. “They've got some 
strong sticks. And they didn’t give 
up anything defensively. . Without 
question, in this game, they were 
the better team. We have no ex- 
cuses for this one.” 


Works out of jam 


Williamstown’s Joe Cain and 
Ryan Hercek reached Munier tor 
hits in the third. Munier, however, 
worked out of the jam and joined 
with Touhey in allowing just one hit 


J 


Pittsfield South 
Continued on Page D3 





Williamstown, South reach title game 


| PITTSFIELD — Stewart Grande’s 

_| three-run home run with two out in 

the bottom of the sixth inning broke 

ay a 4-4 tie with Pittsfield North last 

night and sent the Williamstown all- 

| stars to their first Berkshire County 

+ | Little League championship game 
| ever. 

| The game-will be tomorrow at 6 

| p.m. at Deming Field against the 

| Pittsfield South all-stars, who got 

| grand slams from Mark Berube and 

| Matt Rice and a one-hitter from 

+ Michael Croser to defeat Adams 


| | yesterday, 15-2. 


reer ORSON SIA? 
SU i ee mee 


CLOSE PLAY at the plate finds Williamstown’s Ryan 


. 


Bob McDonough 


Hercek, left, scoring lead run in fifth inning of last night’s 
county Little League semifinal at Deming, as Pittsfield North 
catcher Dale Phelps gets his leg out of the way. 


Pittsfield eliminated, 8-6 


By Biff Miller 
Eagle Correspondent 


_ PITTSFIELD The Westfield 
South all-stars spotted Pittsfield a 
five-run lead and surged back to 
defeat the Pittsfield South all-stars 
86 at Deming Field last night, 
eliminating Pittsfield from the state 
tournament. 

Westfield jumped into the books 
first with one run when lead-off 


batter Josh Pepek doubled and Tony 


Melo, bettie second, singled him 
in. That is all that they could man- 
age in that inning, though, as Pitts- 
_field’s Chad Munier then struck out 
_ the side. 

| Pittsfield, fresh off a Berkshire 
County title, started back in the top 
-of the second when, with two outs, 
Matt Rice singled. Westfield starter 
Greg Bevilacqua then walked David 
Farkas, David Fields, Mark Pict- 
‘rowski and Mike Crosier, forcing in 
two runs. Catcher Joe Strebel came 
on to pitch and Munier greeted him 
‘with a two-run single to left field, 
scoring Fields and Pictrowski. Cro- 


 sier scored when the ball was bob- 


‘bled in the outfield. Munier ad- 
-vanced to third when the throw got 
_past the catcher and later scored on 
_a wild pitch. 

Westfield coach Pat McNeice 


would later say that he did not 


& 


worry because he has ‘‘so much 
confidence in our [Westfield’s] abil- 
ity to come back.’’ Did they ever: 
matching Pittsfield’s six runs and 
taking back their’one-run lead in the 
bottom of the inning. 

Jason Purdy led off with a double 
and Rob Murray was hit by a pitch. 
Jason Thackery followed with a 
walk to load the bases, and Pepek 
reached on an error, allowing a run 
to score. Melo connected for a sin- 
gle and two RBI, and Pepek came 
in when the ball was misplayed in 
the outfield. Melo, who had. taken 
third on the throw to the plate, beat 
the: tag at home when Strebel 
grounded into a fielder’s choice. 
Strebel was sacrificed over, and 
came in on a single by Stu Gornall 
for the sixth and final, run of the 
inning. 

Winning pitcher Strebel cruised 
through the next two innings before 


he ran into trouble in the fifth. 


Crosier reached on an error to 
lead off the inning, Munier walked 
and Bobby Mack singled to load the 
bases. It appeared that Pittsfield 
was on the verge of another big 
inning, but Strebel would have none 
of that as he proceded to strike out 
the side and get out of the jam. 

Westfield put the game away. in 
the bottom of the fifth. scratching 


for an insurance run. Kevin Pen- 
nington got hit by a pitch to lead off 
the inning and was then sacrificed 
over to second. He took third on an 
infield ground-out and came in on 
an error. 

Once again Pittsfield began to 
mount a threat in the top of the 
sixth. David Farkas lined a single to 
start the inning, but the next batter 
hit a sharp line drive to second 
baseman Tim Laurita,; who caught 
it and threw to first to complete the 
double play. 

Strebel threw 414 innings, allow- 
ing three hits while striking out 
seven and walking only one batter 
to get the win in relief. Munier got 
the loss, allowing seven runs on five 
hits in three innings’ work. David 
Fields pitched the final two innings 
in relief. 


Both coaches complimented 
Westfield for fine defensive play. 

Pittsfield coach Brian Jones 
credited Westfield’s ‘‘excellent de- 
fense and their second baseman,”’ 
Laurita, as the key to the win. “‘We 
both exploded once, and they were 
able to get the big hit,” Jones said. 


Westfield coach McNeice said that , 


“everyone chipped in,’ but singled 
out Laurita for ‘“‘a couple of excel- 
lent plays at second base to keep us. 
in it.” 12418) 


| 
| 
| 


Stull pals 


Pittsfield South Little League catcher Bobby Mack, center, gives 
teammate Peter Croce a pat on the head following yesterday’s 8-6 
tournanrent loss to Westfield South, as recorded on the scoreboard 
above. Story on Page D16. q/o-4 Ke 


| 
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LITTLE LEAGUE REGISTRA- 
TION: The West Little League will 
register players between the ages of 
9 and 12 for the coming season to- 
| morrow from 10 a.m. to noon and 
Monday from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Fire 
bo House on West Housatonic Street. y 
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13 West Little League A, 
| PITTSFIELD — Jimmy's won | 
| twice to highlight recent play in the | 
- Pittsfield West Little League. 
Bryan Miceli was the winning | 
pitcher and Joey Racicot singled | 
and tripled to lead Jimmy’s over | 
| Parkside, 95-4. Racicot’s triple | 
~ gcored Josh Singer with the winning 
yun in the sixth inning. Mark Raci- 
- eot tripled for the winners while 
| Bryan Carlo doubled and singled for. 
| Parkside. 
With Mark Racicot on the mound, | 

| Jimmy's topped itam, 12-4. Miceli| 
had a double and two singles for the 
winners. Joey Dondi had three sin-| 
gles for Itam while Ricky Gomes | 


tripled. | 
J. Colvin Glass defeated Parkside, | 


15-8. Tommy Bishop was the win- | 
ning pitcher and teammates Matt | 
| Broderick and Shannon Knudsen | 


each had three hits. 
Civitan edged Friendly, 12-10. 


Bobby Havens led the offense with | 
' two doubles to help winning pitcher | 


| Ben Quinto. Chris Fabino tripled | 
| and singled for Friendly. 7 Nes wy 


West Little League 
PITTSFIELD — 


| League victories. 


For Parksi 
_ had a tri Side, Adam Gajewski 


| Innings in a 10-1 win ove 
r | 

oe had three singles ye 
sae a winning pitcher Mike 
ek y added two hits each in : 
ay: hte over Friendly. Matt Ber sy 

een a hits for Friendly d 

arrington a triple for fem. 


For Jimmy’ 

ys, Brya iceli 
eee a_two-hitter shee in ” 
bee Re and single, while Theo 
kde Hy alone had three 
-4 Win over Civi 
Also, Shannon Knudsen 2 


hits in a 9- 
_ Glass. I win over J. Colvin | 


| he winning pitcher Pat 
McDonough had “a single, double 
Wet ne in a 16-6 win die 
Here ly and McDonough Ae | 
tae avens each had three hits. | 
,cinper wining picker Bra 

3 -2 win o | 
ee had two. hits Mee ie a 
ee, ane Fabino two for Friend] ke 
ie fe action, : Matt Broderick 
on : hits and his brothe 
age a riple to back up winni a 
eee yan Quinto as J. Colvin 
pae) oe over Friendly, which | 
got ee Adam Murphy. Sf | 


A 


Jimmy’s Resta Parkside, | 
estaurant and Civi ad 
posted two recent West "Little | 


ple and single 
Turner scattered two he er the 


yee CLG Cert eerie tene 
soe West Little League 


\ 


i‘ nt to an §-2 win over the Civi: a4 


| losing pitcher. 


| League play. Miceli scatt 
| hits in picking up the win. At the | | 


{ 
} 


PITTSFIELD — Bryan Miceli | ; 
pitched and batted Jimmy's Res | | 


in Pittsfield West Little | 
ttered four | 


had two doubles. Team: | py 
| Racicot added a double | | 
| anda single. Herman Tabor was the 


Bryan Carlow had a double and 
| two singles as Parkside defeated 
| ITAM 18-1. Jason Walker chipped in 
with a triple and single for Parks- 
| ide. Mike Sowalsky got the win 
| while Timothy Kelly was tagged 
| with the loss. | ‘ 
| Tom Bishop went 5-for-5) with a | 
| triple, double and three singles as J. 
| Colvin Glass defeated Friendly 16-9. | 
' Dan McCue added three hits for | 
| Bishop, who got the win on the 
| mound. Seth Ketchum was the los- 
- ing pitcher, but he had three hits for 
- Friendly. 
| Mark Racicot pitched a shutout 
for Jimmy’s in a 15-0 win over 
_| Friendly. Miceli had a home run 
- and three singles for the winners, 
| while Ketchum and Jermaine S!- 
|. ‘strunk had two hits each for 
| Friendly. Chris Fabino took the | 


loss. 
Parkside defeated Friendly in 
another game, 16-7. Winning pitcher 
Bryan Carlo also homered an had 
two singles. Ketchum had two hits 
for Friendly as Chris Fabino took | 


the loss. (, | 1G \ o4 


| Colvin, 


| Itam. 


West Little League \ 
PITTSFIELD — Jimmy's Restaurant used a six-run| 


third inning to defeat Civitan 13-4 and win the West} 
Little League Championship. Civitan had forced a} 
championship game when they beat Jimmy’s 7-1 in a| 


playoff game to become the second-half champions. 


In the championship game, Bryan Miceli and win-| 
ning pitcher Joey Raciot had three hits apiece to lead | 
a 14-hit attack by Jimmy’s. Herman Tabor led the 


Civitan offense with a pair of hits. 


Tabor pitched a two-hitter in the second-half cham- | 
two walks. Brad Stewart | 


and Pat McDonough had two hits apiece in the 7-1 


pionship game, allowing only 


Civitan win. W28184 


P 
cae, cu — The final game of a best-of-three | 
Elks and th nae championship series between the | 

e Fire Department has been scheduled for | 


' Monday at 5:30 at Brown Street Field. 


Monday’s winner will | 
play West champion Ji ve | 
Restaurant on Wednesday at Deming Park in the| 


ae 
pening game of the city championship series. That | 


winner will play the South champi 
ampion, whi | 
yet been determined, for the city rhahapioneni 3 I 


The North Little League has scheduled its annual | 


_ banquet Aug. 11 at 6 p.m. at the Elks Club. Tickets for | 


eae are $10 each. 
ayers who have not returned uni | " 
: uniforms e | 
ane nee Street Field today between rere oe 
quet tickets may be purchased at the $9 e ti | 
| eA Waa Ge 
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r a triple and 
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| West playoff is today 


| 
| PERTSPIELD Civitan force | 
_ Ue with Jimmy’s Restaurant for the | 
| second-half championship of the | 
| West Little League by defeating | 
| Jimmy’s 3-2 this week. | 
| A playoff game will-be held today | 
at 1 p.m. at Clapp Park to deter- | 
| Mine the champion. rl 
|. Winning pitcher Herman Tabor | 
led the Civitan offense with two hits. | 
| Theo Burke had two hits for the | 
_ losers. | 
__ Civitan also posted wins over J. 
_ Colvin Glass and Friendly. Tabor | 
| pitched a two-hitter in a 10-6 win | 
| over Colvin and led the offense with | 
_ a double and two Singles. | 
| John Deforest had three hits | 
| against Friendly and Shaun | 
| McDonough pitched the 7-5 win. | 
' Losing pitcher Chris Fabino led the | 
Friendly offense with a double and | 
a Single. | 


Parkside edged Civitan 10-9 when | 
Mike Sowalsky singled home Ryan | 
Turner in the bottom of the ninth | 
inning. Jason Walker and winning | 
pitcher Bryan Carlo each had a 
double and two Singles. Tabor and 
Bobby Havens each had {wo Singles | 
for Civitan. 

Carlo had two Singles as Eric | 
Stone pitched Parkside to a 7-1 win | 
over Jimmy’s. Bryan Miceli led the | 
Jimmy’s offense with a double and | 
{wo singles. | 


Parkside also defeated Itam 13-8 | 
behind winning pitcher Turner. | 
Carlo had a triple and two Singles in | 
the game. Ricky Gomes had a dou- | 
ble for Itam. 

A three-run rally in the sixth in- | 
ning helped Friendly to an 8-7 win | 
over Colvin. Winning pitcher Seth | 
Ketchum had a double and a single | 
for Friendly. Shannon Knusen hit a | 
triple and a single for the losers. 

Colvin Glass crushed Itam on two | 
successive nights, 18-2 and 19-3. | 
Winning pitcher Ryan Quinto and | 
Danny McCue had three hits apiece | 
and Gerry Broderiek hit a home in | 
the win. 08) 
| On the second night Broderick | 
| pitched the win. Quinto and Ryan | 
| Melle had three hits apiece for Col- | 
vin and Jeff Tooley and James | 
| Hanna had two hits apiece for Itam. 


NORTH Lit Le 


i 


i 
| 


four-hitter in the win. 


North Little League | 

PITTSFIELD — Cory Hillard and | 
Dave Fiedler combined for a three- | 
hitter as Colt Insurance defeated | 
the Pittsfield Police 1-0 in Pittsfield | 
North Little League action. Ben | 
Cowell surrendered only two hits for | 
the Police. | | 

Scott’ Keppel had three hits and | 
Kevin Sherman added two as the | 
Pittsfield Fire Department defeated | 
Besse-Clarke 7-5. Sherman tossed 


The Elks Club downed Dave’s | 


_ Sporting Goods 16-6 as Matt Herrick 


had three hits while Pete Boyd and 


. Scott Sulock each added two. Shane 
_ Harrington got credit for the win. 


Sherman had four hits, five RBI 
and was the winning pitcher as the 
Fire Department posted a 25-6 win 
over Dave’s. Mark Handy had two 
hits and four RBI for the winners. 
Dale Phelps homered for Dave’s. 

Colt Insurance edged Besse- 
Clarke 5-4 in seven innings. Dave 
Fiedler got the win for Colt and also 


had two hits, while Joe Keen had 
| two doubles among his three hits. 
_ Dave Savino and Dan DelGallo each 
_ had two hits fo 


r Besse. z, [igixy 


North Little League 


The Elks posted three recent wins 
and Colt Insurance two in the Pitts- 
field North Little League. 

For the Elks,.Pete Boyd had two 
homers and Shane Harrington two 
hits to back winning pitcher Matt 
Herrick in a 10-4 win over the Po- 
lice; Herrick got the win, and Har- 
rington and Joey Bateman had two 


‘hits each in a 13-5 conquest of 


Dave’s Sporting Goods, and Boyd 
had a homer and a double and Har- 
rington and Josh Smith two hits 
each in a 12-5 win over Besse- 
Clarke. In losing causes, Bryan Sul- 
livan had three hits for the Police 
and Dan Del Gallo three for Besse- 
Clarke. 
For Colt, Cory Hillard backed 
winner Joe Keen in a 6-2 victory 
_ over Besse-Clarke, and Hillard and 
Dave Fiedler combined.to pitch a 
two-hitter in a 3-0 win over the Fire 


Department. Del Gallo had two hits Pe 
for Besse and Mark Handy, and | 
Doug Harding combined on a two- XG 


hitter for the Fire Department. 

In other games, Justin Wilson had 
three hits and Joel Barscz drove in 
the winning run in the seventh in- 


ning as Besse-Clarke edged the Po- ..' 


lice 10-9, and Handy had two triples 
and a single and Scott Keppel and 
Jason Hover two hits each to sup- 


‘port Kevin Sherman as the Fire: 


Department won 8-1 over Besse- 
Clarke. In losing causes, Dave Sa- 
vino had two hits for Besse ‘and 
Scott Hoosick three for the Police. 


LEAGUE © 
65. 





| Little leagues name stars 


leagues announced their all-star 
teams yesterday. 

North Little League all-stars and 
| their-teams are: Elks Club — Peter 
| Boyd, Shane Harrington and Josh 
_ Smith; Colt Insurance — Joe Keen, 

Cory Hillard and Chris ‘Campoli; 
| Fire Department — Kevin Sherman, 
| Mark Handy and Tony Beaulieu, 
| Police Department —.Ben Cowell 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 


/ and Bryan Sullivan; Besse Clarke | 


| — Dan DelGallo and Dave Savino; 
| Dave’s Sporting Goods — Dale 
| Phelps. 3 
-__North’s manager will be Jack 
| Hogan from Elks and the coach will 
_be Chris Harrington from Dave’s 
_ Sporting Goods. 
| The 14 youngsters and their teams 
on the West roster are: Civitan — 
| Bobby Havens, Brad Stewart and 
| Herman Tabor; J. Colvin Glass — 
Gerry Broderick and Danny 
| McCue; Friendly Ice Cream — 
| Matthew Berger and Seth Ketchum; 
| Jimmy’s Restaurant — Bryan 
| Beaureguard, Bryan Furling, Bryan 


| Miceli and Joseph Racicot; Park- | 


| side Restaurant — Bryan Carlo, 
Michael Sowalsky and Eric Stone. 
In Little League action, Jimmy’s 
| defeated J. Colvin Glass 15-12. 
_ Bryan Miceli and winning pitcher 
| Joey Racicot had three hits apiece 
_ for Jimmy’s. Ryan Quinto picked up 
_ the loss and Matt Broderick, Gerry 
| Broderick and Danny McCue had 
_ two hits for Colvin. 
Racicot also pitched Jimmy's to a 
win over Friendly Ice Cream 19-3. 
| Bryan Miceli hit a home run, double 
and single and Theo Burke had 
_ three singles for Jimmy’s. Jimmy’s 
_ defeated Itam Lodge 20-5 behind the 
| pitching of Mark Racicot. Seven 
| players ‘hit safely for Jimmy's and 
| Bryan Miceli had a triple and two 
| singles. Joey Dondi, Matt Murray 
_ and Peter Haven each had a double 
and a single for the losers. Ricky 
Gomes took the loss. 
| J. Colvin Glass defeated Itam 
| Lodge 20-5. Gerry Broderick had a 
| triple and two singles, Danny 
- McCue a triple and a single and 
| Shannon Knudsen hit a double and 
| single. Matt Broderick got the win; 
_ Jason Harrington took the loss. J. 
Colvin also defeated Parkside Res- 
| taurant 7-4 behind the combined 


double and a single. Tabor. got the 
win while Mike Sowalsky took the 
loss. Sowalsky and Bryan Carlo had 
two hits apiece for the winners. 
Tabor collected four hits and 
Bobby Havens had three as Civitan 
defeated Itam 12-1. Brad Stewart 
and reliever Tabor combined on a 


PITTSFIELD — Two area Little behind Herman Tabor, who hit a one-hitter for Civitan. Matt Murray | 


took the loss. 

Fight players hit safely as Park- 
side defeated Friendly 15-5. Carlo 
got the mound win and Adam 
Gajewski hit three singles for 
Parkside. Chris Fabino and losing | 
pitcher Seth Ketchum each had two | 





_ four-hit pitching of Ryan Quinto.and....) 


| Todd Capizzi. Danny McCue’ and 
_ Gerry Broderick had two hits apiece 
for J. Colvin. 


\ Civitan “defeated Parkside 11-8 | 


‘<r outn Daseball 


Fire Department, I 


PITTSFIELD — The Fire De- 


| partment split its final two games in 
| the Pittsfield North Little League, 
| clinching the second-half title and a 
| berth in the league championship 
| series. 


The Fire Department, 9-1 in the 


‘second half, will play first-half 
| champion Elks Club today at 1 p.m. 
| in the first game of a best-of-three 


| playoff. The second game will be 
| tomorrow at 6 p.m. 

Kevin Sherman drove in six runs 
| with a single, double and triple, and 
Steve Shambo, Steve Conuel and 


|Mark Handy had two hits apiece as 
‘the Fire Department won 16-6 over 
‘the Police Department. Ben Cowell 


and Scott Hoosick had two hits each 
. for the Police. 


Pat DiCicco had two doubles and 
two singles and Cory Hillard added | 
three hits as Colt Insurance handed | 

' the Fire Department its only loss of | 
| Mes half, i Tony Beaulieu had a | 


| hed 8) 


a 


Elks win twice 


PITTSFIELD — The Elks won 
two of three games in recent North 


Little League action. 


The Elks defeated Dave’s Sport- 
ing Goods, 10-6, behind three hits 
from Josh Smith and Matt Herrick’s 
double and triple. Dale Phelps had 
three hits and Eddie J ordan two hits 
for Dave’s. Herrick and Pete Boyd 
combined to allow just three hits 
while striking out 10 in the Elks’ 7-3 
victory over Police Department. 

Dave Savino’s five-hitter slowed 
the Elks down, however, as Besse- 
Clarke scored.a 3-2 victory. Dan Del 
Gallo had two hits for the winners 
while the Elks’ Joey Bateman also 


had two hits. 


In other games, Colt Insurance 
defeated Besse-Clarke 16-4, Fire 
Department drubbed Dave's 22-2 
and Dave’s rebounded with a 21-10 


win over Police Department. 


Pat Touhey, Cory Hillard, Dave 
Fiedler and Chris Campoli all had 
two hits in Colt’s win over Besse- 
Clarke. Del Gallo had three hits for 


hits for Friendly. (, | | x9 
WE 


a 7) 


triple and single in a losing cause. 
Hillard also pitched a one-hitter, | 
struck out 16 and hit an RBI double | 
to lead Colt to a 2-0 win over the | 
Elks. Losing pitcher Pete Boyd 
pitched a_ two-hitter with nine | 
strikeouts and Joey Bateman had | 
the Elks’ only hit. | 
Dan Del Gallo had an inside-the- | 
park homer among his three hits | 
and Joel Barscz and Dave Savino | 
had three hits apiece as Besse- | 
Clarke won 14-7 over Dave’s Sport- 


ing Goods. Tommy Daly had a | 
homer and two singles for Dave’s. 2 


led Dave’s with two hits. 


adding three. 


during tournament week. 
Pittsfield Babe Ruth 


| Besse’s. Fire Department’s win Body, 4-3. 


over Dave’s was keyed by Tony 
Beaulieu’s four-hit, 14-strikeout. ef- 
fort. Beaulieu joined teammate 
Mark Handy with a four-hit game 
while Kevin Sherman added three 
hits including a triple. Tony Marano 


Dale Phelps had three hits in- 
cluding a homer and double and 
Tommy. Daly had two hits to, lead 
Dave’s past Police Department. 
Cowell had four hits for Police with 
Bryan Sullivan and Hoosick each 


Herrick of the Elks has been 
named to the North all-star team 
replacing the Police Department s 
Sullivan, who will be unavailable 


PITTSFIELD — Besse-Clark 
used a 16-hit attack to defeat Oliver 
Auto Body 14-9 ingeecent Pittsfield 
Babe Ruth League play at Deming 
Park. In other games, GE defeated 
VFW 7-5, Itam won 20-8 over IUE 
955 and GEAA edged Oliver Auto 


The Besse-Clarke victory was 
highlighted by Tony Sickell’s four 
hits and Mike Danyleiko’s three hits 
that included two doubles. Marc 
MecNeice and Rich Ott each had 
three hits for Oliver’s while Brian 
Rathbut chipped in with two hits. 

Dan Garner was the winner on the 
mound and Kevin 0’Donnell led the 
offense with three hits in the GE 
win over. VFW. Kevin Henderson 
had two hits for VF'W. 


Itam presented winning pitcher 
Randy Wendling with 19 hits in the 
win over IUE 259. Mike Woitkowski 
had three hits for the winners and 
added five stolen bases. John 
Landers added three hits and four 


» RBI while Paul Dowd homered 
among his five hits. IUE’s Jim ° 


Clark, Jason Virgilio, Dave 
McNabb, Mike Trapani and Jason 
Barnaby all collected two hits. 
Dominic Giardina pitched a four- 
hitter, Josh Zolkowski earned the 
save and Dave Tarjick had the 
game-winning RBI in GEAA’s win 
over Oliver Auto Body. | /@| "4 
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Fire Departmédt earns four wins ‘agra s 
/ 


PITTSFIELD — Fire De 7 
eo) partment lead Fire Depart -7 Wi | 
picked up four wins in recent North over Colt instruc Pat Dicieco Needs ree vaney for the Bankers, Mike atmata and 


Little L i ingled i , 
| Cague action to take over and Jeff Oboyski each had two hits woe Elks Pech Sait aid pe ew en ee 
e 


Sole possession of first place in the f 
me Cae, or Colt. Boyd led 
sora al taco “EB Handy an Tony Snicedecct a Mal the Elks with two safeties 4 ah Rondeau rapped a single and 
Ia tye oils and ee, See ne fe e Ina 7-4 victory over Handy had five ‘hits and Sherman ai f hits et Ao asi lh 
then doubled oe cree tek ron ment. Ben Cowell and and Steve Conuel two each in a 14-4 Gun Cus Mee ee 
pryan sullivan had two hits each decision over Besse-Clarke Dave Fiane 38 at a ri cee 
Savino doubled twice for Besse. pair of hits fir ihe Lice ale 
Chris Campoli rapped three hits | 
and Pat DiCicco two in an 11-5 vic- 
tory over Dave’s Sporting Goods. 
Dale Phelps paced -Dave’s with 
three hits. Cory Hillard hurled 4 
three-hitter in Colt’s 12-0 blanking of 
Police. Eric Brockway homered 
twice and singled and Joe Keen had 
three hits for the winners. 
Dan DelGallo banged out three 
hits in Besse-Clarke’s 17-4 trouncing 
of Dave’s. Phelps homered for 
Dave’s. Dave Savino had two hits in 
Besse’s 11-2 win over Police, which 
got two hits apiece from Bryan Sul- 
mee and Ben Cowell. 
Inning pitcher Shane Harrin 
and Matt Herrick combined Ap 
two-hitter to pace the Elks to a 9-4 
victory over Colt Insurance. Pete 
Boyd led the winners with two hits. 
Boyd homered and Josh Smith and 
Peter Harris collected two hits each 
to carry the Elks to an 8-4 win over 
Besse-Clarke, 
Dale Phelps homered and tripled 
and Tommy Daly had three hits to 
lead Dave’s Sporting Goods past the 
Police Department 11-7. Billy Au- 
, Ser S two hits paced Police. Ps 


apiece for the losers. 


City Little League playoff 
Harding’s no-hitter 


” YOUTH BASEBALL: The North 
Little League held its annual 
Awards Banquet recently at the 
Elks Club where league champion 


puts Fire Dept. in final 


PITTSFIELD — Eleven-year-old Doug Harding pitched a no-hitter last 


pion Fire Department beat West League 


> cham 
ment 3s: NUE Leseue cha the Pittsfield Little 


champion Jimmy’s Restaurant 9-0 to earn a berth in 
ague city championship game. — . 
ee 8 a 1, Te0’s ou East Side play for the South League title at 
Deming Field. The winner earns the right to host Fire Department in the 
city championship game Tuesday at 5:30 at Deming. : 
Last night at Deming, Harding struck out nine en route to his no-hitter, 
and was supported by a 13-hit attack from his Fire Department teammates. 
Mark Handy had two doubles, a triple and a single, Steve Conuel had a 
double and two singles and Kevin Sherman and Steve Shambo contributed 


two hits apiece. . 

risdey, the Fire Department had clinched the North League title with a 
91-5 win over the Elks. The Elks led 3-0 in the first inning, but the Fire 
Department benefited from 17 walks and six Elks errors, sewing up the win 


ith 14 runs in the sixth inning. ney 
Wee Tony Beaulieu and lier Handy combined to pitch a five-hitter. 
For the winners, Joe Zwingelstein had a single and double, Sherman had a 
double; four walks and three RBI and Handy drove in two runs. The Fire 
Department also turned two double plays. Scott Sulock had a single and 
double for the Elks and losing pitcher Pete Boyd hada double. | \e\¥4 


Fire Department was awarded tro- 
phies. Members of the team: in- 
cluded Brian Clark, Nick Lovallo, 
Ryan Tetlow, Steve Connel, Doug 
Harding, Jason Hover, Steve 
Shambo, Joe Zwinglestein, Tony: 
Beaulieu, Mark Handy, Scott Kep-: 
pel and Kevin Sherman. Dan Beat:: 
tie was manager of the team and 
Paul Clark served as coach. ie 

The annual Sportsmanship 
Award, named in honor of the late 
Ed Spence, was given to Kevin 
Sherman. L115 (89 Soe 


s 





North Little League 
3 PITTSFIELD — E 
, grand slam home 


 _. seight-run, seventh-inning uprising 


— 


that gave Colt Insurance a 15-7 win | 
over Dave’s Sporting Goods in the — 


Pittsfield North Little League. — 
Joe Keen and Pat DiCicco added 


two hits apiece for Colt, while Dale | 
Phelps banged out a pair of hits for | 


Dave's. 


In other North action, a three-hit — 


effort by Kevin Sherman. helped 
earry the Fire Department to a 16-9 
win over Besse-Clarke. Scott Keppel 
and Steve Shambo each added two 
hits for the Firemen. Eric Andersen 
had a pair of hits for Besse’s. 


Dave Fiedler rapped out three 
hits as Colt topped the Police De- 
partment 17-4. Alan Codding, Dave 
Barber and Cory Hillard added two 
hits each for Colt, while Chris Cobb 
and Bryan Sullivan each had a pair 
of hits for the Police. 


Shambo and Keppel each had two 


hits and Sherman knocked in three 
runs asthe Fire ~Department 
downed the Elks by a 93 count. 


Mark Handy earned’ the: pitching 


win. Pete Boyd’s triple was the big 
hit for the Elks. saps db 
Hillard and. Fiedler combined to 
throw a three-hit shutout as Colt 
rolled past Besse-Clarke 8-0.. DiCi- 
eco had. two hits for Colt. Dan Del- 
Gallo had two of the three hits for 
Besse’s. | | 


Jeremy Fields’ infield hit in the 
eighth inning knocked in the win- 
ning run as the Elks edged the Fire 
Department 10-9. Boyd added three 
hits for the Elks, while Sullivan 
rapped out four hits for’ theFire- 
men. 7 


Sherman ‘pounded out four «hits 
and drove in nine runs as the Fire 
Department breezed past’ Dave’s 
Sporting Goods 22-8. Tony Beaulieu 
and. Joe Zwingelsteineach added 
four hits for the FitéDepartment. 
Tommy Daly had war hits for 
Dave's. A 


’ 
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East Side, . 


2 


two each 


PITTSFIELD — East Side Pizza 
and Teo’s each picked up a pair of 
victories behind strong pitching and 
timely offense in Pittsfield South 
Little League action. 

Dave Fields pitched a four-hitter 
and struck out 12 batters, as East 
Side Pizza defeated Burger King 5- 
4 Mare Pictrowski had three RBI, 
including the game winner, with two 
out in the bottom of the sixth inning. 
Dave Farkas got the loss, and 
Frank Scago had a double and a 
single for Burger King. Mike Jones 
and Pictrowski combined for seven 
strikeouts, and Dave Farrell 
knocked in two runs with’a pair of 
doubles, as East Side Pizza defeated 
Stevenson Insurance 8-6. 

Bob Mack tossed a one-hitter, 
striking out 17 and walking three as 
Teo’s rolled over Tank Shop 8-1. 
Cory Nicholas led the offense with 
three runs batted in. Chris Maniatis 
had the lone hit for Tank Shop. 
Mack knocked in four runs, as Teo’s 
also defeated Italian American Club 
11-7. Mike Crosier pitched for the 
win, and Brian Wood had two RBI 
for Teo’s. Mark Berube had a home 
run and two runs batted in for Ital- 
ian American. 

Stevenson Insurance handed City 

~ Saving’s Bank its first loss of the 
second half of the season with a 
score of 6-5 behind winning pitcher 
Shawn Touhey. Pete Croce hit a — 
two-run triple for Stevenson. Matt 
Donovan had three RBI for City 
Savings. 

Burger King also defeated City 
Savings 4-2 with pitching by Jeff 
Harte. Donovan once again led the 
City Savings offense with 2 RBI. 

John Krol pitched Italian Ameri- 
can Club to an 8-4 win over Dan 
Cohn and Virgilio. Berube led the 
Italian American Club offense with 
two RBI. 

Virgilio defeated Tank Shop 13-10. 
Sean O’Laughlin got the win, and 
Tim Hannigan, John Duda and 
Jason Kilmer each had two RBI for 
Virgilio. Chris Maniatis knocked in 
two runs for Tank Shop. 7/ 7/6 Vy 


“Youth baseball g(t" \v'| \ 


East Side Pizza tops Teo’s 
for spot in city title game 


PITTSFIELD — David Fields pitched a one-hitter, struck out 11 and 
belted a two-run homer yesterday to lead East Side Pizza to a 4-1 win over 
Teo’s in the South Little League championship game. Shik 
* The win earned East Side a berth in the city championship game against 
North League champion Fire Department tomorrow at 5:30 at Deming 


Field. 
Yesterday, Fields hit his two-run homer in the first inning and added an 
RBI single in the third to lead East Side’s elf ht-hit attack. Michael Doyle 
had three hits and Mare Pictrowski had two for the winners. 

On the mound, Fields walked none and allowed only a third-inning double 
by Bobby Mack. Losing pitcher Michael Crosier struck out 10 and ay 


four. 
& 
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ae held Dae Ruth League me sae | 
‘seeking players and. will o ae 
tryouts this week at Rel | 


High. teen-year-old players will try | 


j -year-olds 
ight while 14 and 1o-yea | 
aa out tomorrow night and | 


‘oht. All tryouts begin at 
poe nig 4) 25. Ks ae 


- Pittsfield Babe Ruth 


PITTSFIELD — Mike Danylieko 
struck out eight batters and had two 
hits of his own as Besse-Clarke de- 


feated GEAA 9-7 in Pittsfield Babe. 


Ruth baseball. Bob Desnoyers had 
three hits and two RBI for the win- 
ners. Dan Landry had three RBI 
while Josh Zolkowski had a pair of 
hits for GEAA. 

~ Oliver Auto Body scored a 7-6 win 
over IUE 255, as Marc McNeice had 


two hits and two RBI. Mike Boyd | 


went five innings for the win while 
McNeice pitched the final two in- 
nings and got the save. Scott Miller 
picked up the loss for IUE 255 and 
was one of three batters to get two 
hits. 

Anthony Segalla struck out 10 as 
VFW defeated ComF ed 5-3. Brendan 
Collins had three hits and two RBI 
for the winners. Mike Rousseau had 
three hits for ComFed. Matt Mickle 


6)19 1&7 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth Leagu 


| program } 
: Dea ticket sale Sunday from 10 to| 


nefit the program, 
a league for 13-year: 


" Springside Ho 


ALL: The 
e base-, 


. will hold its annual 


BABE RUTH BASEB 


the sale will 
7 which has both 
olds and for 


“All proceeds {ro 


layers ages 14 ets on ie the 


as 
' Players are use in yniform by. 9:45 


a The league 1s seeking sees 
* ympire-in-chief, a league m nage 
te - scorekeepers for the ee 
ge on. Anyone wishing to fae 
ee of those capacities See oy 
mc the Pittsfield Ree oe e 
artment on upper Ne ae 
league president Jim ‘ - aN Da 
home on Wellington Ave ue. 1.4 
» 


took the loss, despite striking out 13 
batters. 
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Tryouts for 13-year-olds_ will be, 


t 
ld Saturday at 9 a.m., Sunday a 
i a.m., and Monday, April 24, and 
Tuesday, April 25, at 6 p.m. 

Reuoate for 14- and 15-year-olds 
will be Saturday and Sunday at ; 
p.m., and Wednesday, Apr 26, an 
Thursday, April 27, at 6 p.m. 

The eles are looking for man- 
agers, scorers, assistant coaches 
mpires. 

ee Mote information, contact the 
Pittsfield Recreation Department. 


Ye 


‘Adams, Pittsfield set * 


tor Babe Ruth final 


NORTH ADAMS — Jason Hayer pitched a three-hitter as Adams ad- 
vanced to the championship game of the Berkshire County Babe Ruth 14- 
and 15-year-old tournament last night with a 2-0 victory over North Adams 
at Noel Field. | | 

Adams will face Pittsfield at Deming Field Saturday at 1 p.m. Adams 
advanced through the losers’ bracket and must defeat Pittsfield twice to 
win the county title. Pittsfield need win only one game to capture the 
championship. | 

Hayer pitched the complete-game victory last night, striking out six and 
walking four. North Adams started Dan Harrison, who was relieved in the 
sixth inning by Rob Stack. 

Adams scored in the opening inning when Wyatt Furey singled, stole 
second and was sacrificed to third. Furey scored on Hayer’s ground ball 
out. Adams plated an insurance run in the third when Furey walked, stole 
second and was balked to third. Furey scored on Paul Roy’s sacrifice fly. 

Adams threatened, but could not score, when it loaded the bases in the 
sixth inning. 

Furey, Brian Kozak and Mark Salvi had Adams’ only three hits while 
Rob Stack, Jason Morrow and Chris Shoestack had safeties for North 
Adams. 714 e4 


“Babe Ruth tournament \ 


Lee, Adams teams win 


Jeff Puleri went the distance on the mound and drove in three runs with 
two singles and a double last night, leading the Lee/South-Central All-Stars 
to an 8-2 win over Pittsfield in the Berkshire County 13-year-old Babe Ruth 
League baseball tournament. | | 

The game at the Benedict Road Field in Pittsfield was one of two played 
in the six-team, double-elimination tournament last night. In the other 
clash, defending champion Adams opened with a 7-4 win over North Adams, 
which was playing in the event for the first time. 

The results mean that Lee/South-Central will move on to a second-round 
winners’ bracket game tomorrow against South Berkshire at the Lee High 
field. Starting time is set for 1 p.m. Adams will host Dalton in another 
second-round game tomorrow at 1 at Renfrew Field in Adams. 

Pittsfield and North Adams will both play losers’ bracket games on the 
road on Sunday. Pittsfield will be at the loser of tomorrow’s Adams-Dalton 
game, while North Adams will be at the loser of the South Berkshire-Lee/ 
South-Central clash. , 

Last night, Puleri scattered eight hits and struck out three to lead Lee/ 

, South-Central. Mike Cimini led Pittsfield with a single and a double. (,/% 


; arg Brian Sullivan 
SCORING SOME INSURANCE for the Pittsfield Babe 
Ruth 14- and 15-year old all-stars is Mike Woitkowski, who is 
able to slide in safely under Adams catcher Chad Carpenter 
and score his team’s final run in sixth inning of yesterday’s 
county championship game. Pittsfield won the title with a 9-5 
ictory. | 
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rittstield wins Babe mutn ttle \ 


Continued from Page Bl 


hit until the fifth inning. But he unsettled the Pittsfield 
coaching staff with 10 walks. Noonan was also brilliant 
in spots, striking out the side in the Adams’ second 
inning. 

‘John was on from the beginning,’ said Murphy, 
“but he struggled through a lot of full counts. He was 
up around 120 pitches and he was tired. But I kept him 
in because he had a no-hitter.”’ 

“John pitched a good four innings,’ Pittsfield 
catcher Paul Dowd added. ‘‘He had his good stuff but 
just threw too many pitches. Mick was able to come in 
and close it out. He did a good job.”’ 


Dowd also thought the Pittsfield club might have 
been looking ahead. ‘‘Adams scored five runs on just 
one hit and that’s sloppy baseball on our part. We 
might have anticipated a win in this game too early.’’ 

Pittsfield had dealt Adams its only tournament loss, 


_ leaving the visitors with a large task at hand — 


winning two games. Pittsfield needed to win just one 
game and looked to put Adams away early. | 


Pittsfield starts fast 


Pittsfield roughed up Adams’ starter Damon Bienek, 
scoring six runs in the second inning. Mickle high- 
lighted the frame by cracking a two-run single. Dowd 
had a run-scoring single in the inning and Noonan 
forced in a run when he was plunked on the left elbow 
by a Bienek fastball. 


Pittsfield pushed the score to 8-0 in the third when 
Mike Woitkowski lashed an opposite-field single to left 
that scored two runs. 

But never-say-die Adams wouldn’t go away. Noonan 
and Mickle combined to walk six Adams batters in a 
disastrous fifth that saw the visitors combine their 


only hit with the free passes to score five runs. 

‘It was our inability to get a hit in the crucial spot,” 
Adams coach Dick Kalis said. ‘‘But we played in- 
spired. Our kids never quit. 

‘Pittsfield wasn’t getting the ball over and we were 
being selective. What.we did was just hang tough.” 


Time to get nervous 


They also made Pittsfield and its fans a little ner- 
vous. Bases-loaded walks were issued to Adams’ Dave 
Kalis, Eric Nelson and Chad Carpenter. Jason Hayer 
had an infield single to score a run, and the fifth 
ho tally came when Hayer raced home on a wild 
pitch. 


Pittsfield’s Mickle worked out of the fifth-inning jam 


and retired the side in order in the sixth. Adams, ‘. 


however, wouldn’t die quietly. An error’ and walk had © 
Adams fans hoping for magic in the seventh before 
Mickle hurled a called third strike for the final out. 


Threat in the fourth 


Adams had threatened in the fourth when Noonan 
walked the bases full with two outs. But Tom Kozak’s 
sizzling liner to center was speared by Mark McNeice 
to end the rally. | 

Pittsfield scored an insurance run in the sixth when 
Mike Woitkowski scored .on the front end of a double- 
steal. 

When the game ended a proud Adams team and a 
relieved Pittsfield club shook hands. 

“Coach Kalis’ team came back and he did it with 
some of his reserves,’ said Pittsfield’s Murphy. “I 
was on cruise control early [in the game], but in the 
end they taxed me.” | 
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| Pittsfield wins 
county Ruth 
title game, 9- 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Babe Ruth 14- and 15- 
year-old all-stars wanted to springboard into state 
tournament play ona high note. 

Pittsfield earned state tournament status yesterday 
after defeating Adams, 9-5, at Deming Park to capture 
the Berkshire County championship. But the note on 
which they advanced was played a little flat. : 

Pittsfield pitching allowed just one infield hit but 
issued 13 walks. Pittsfield also wasted an early 8-0 
advantage, letting Adams back in the game with the 
free passes. The gritty Adams bunch battled hard to 
the final inning before bowing in the double. 
elimination tournament. | 

Pittsfield now travels to Leominster and will begin 
State tournament play Saturday at 7 p.m. against the 
Leominster team. 


Strange day for Noonan 


“I knew we were in trouble because we were walk- 
ing the ballpark,” said Pittsfield coach Dennis Mur- 
phy, who went with starter John Noonan into the fifth 
inning before bringing in Matt Mickle to close out the 
game. . Z 
Noonan, who with Mickle had led their North Little aoe + 4 i i Brian Sullivan 
League team to the 1986 state title, had a strange day 
to say the least. The lean right-hander did not allow a Coac phy, left, to 
: : ittsfi ickle’s relief 
Pittsfield wins title ams 9-5 
__ Continued on Page B2 Berkshire County 14- and 15-year-old Babe Ruth title. 
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‘Babe Ruth, Little League tourneys 
Kick into high gear this weekend 


Action in the tournament will re- 
on evening at 6 when 
gear today, ». Pittsfi plays Adams. ’ 
Berkshire County 14- Olga 
old Babe Ruth championship game 
set for Deming Park at 1. Defending 
champion Southern Berkshire has 


pee ousted from the tournament, Pitt Ss fi el d h t e. \ 
eaving Pittsfield and Adams to f | 
compete for this year’s title. reac cs coun y ina 

Adams reached the final through PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 14- and 15-year-old Pittsfield got its first run when Mike Woitkowski — 
the losers bracket and must defeat all-stars advanced to the final round of the Berkshire —_ scored on a passed ball after opening the third inning 
Pittsfield twice to earn the Berk- County Babe Ruth All-Star Tournament last night by —_ with a triple. Woitkowski scored the final Pittsfield run — 


shire County title. Pittsfield must Scoring a 2-0 victory over Adams. on Jason Virgilio’s base hit. 


es man to be crowned new cham- Zolkowski ended twb Adams threats by picking off 


The Pittsfield squad has { d. | two base runners, one at third base. Woitkowski and 
tournament Becca before “The Virgilio each had two hits for the winners. ) 


nucleus of the team has won the ee fee - ae int North Adams 15, Lee 4 
Of this game wi ittsfi | | | 
ameetiittle League crown and Seah Pay Pittstie Me RH ADAMS — North Adams scored 11 of its 15. 


Sets oe. eae ie Bie Deming Park. runs in a wild second inning. collecting 10 hits to help 
y Pittsfield needs only to take the opener to clinch the plate the first 71 players 


In other action, the Adams’ 13. litle. The North Adams vs. Adams winner will need to 


Coahber i : | epee ae mire win twice to capture the double-elimination event. 


tournament play this evening at 7 in _ Josh Zolkowski a 
Leominster. Adams will open the and walked 
tournament facing host Leominster _ pionshi 
at John McLaughlin Field. \well iki and Tom Pavlak combined to allow the Lee squad Just 
The Berkshire County Little four hits. Tlraiys Sf 
League tournament will also get me U RAL I hea 
under way today with two games 
scheduled for the Pittsfield South 
field at Deming Park. | 
Pittsfield South will play Dalton 
at noon while the 6 p.m. contest 
Shows Lanesboro facing Cheshire. 
A of 





County Ruth tournament 
gets under way tonight 


ment season gets under way tonight, 


The all-star youth baseball tourna year-old Babe Ruth compe- 


~ when two games open the Berkshire County 13- 
tition. 
North Adams will be at 
Central League at the Benedi 
North Adams is a new entry in the to 
the defending champion. 
The Adams-North Adams winner will a 
. Saturday at. 1 at 
- Pittsfield and Lee 
| Ry 
The double-elimination tour 
losers bracket action Sunday, 
county champion will then advan 
tournament beginning July 15. 
The Berkshire County 14- and 15-year-old Babe Ruth tourn 


Adams and Pittsfield will host the Lee/ South- 
ct Road field, with both games slated for 5:30. 
urnament this year, while Adams 1s 


between 
home against Dalton. The winner of the game 
/ South Central will host South Berkshire, also Saturday at 


nament will continue with both winners and 
and the finals are scheduled for July 9. The 
ce to the Western State 13-year-old 


2G\ 74 


~ | 


dvance to a second-round game _ 


cer is ae, 


fA Babe Ruth tourney opens 


LEOMINSTER — The Berkshire 
County champion Pittsfield Babe. 
Ruth League age 14-15 all-stars open 
their Massachusetts West State 
Championship Tournament tonight 
at McLaughlin Park against host 
Leominster at 7. 

There are six teams in the double- 
elimination tournament, which con- 
tinues through next Saturday. Also 
today, the Tom Ash all-stars of 
Worcester play Athol at 4. Amherst 
and the Joe Schwartz all-stars of 
Worcester are also competing in the 
tournament. 

If Pittsfield wins tonight, it plays 
Schwartz tomorrow night at 7. If 
Pittsfield loses tonight, it plays 
Monday. 


to open July 6. 3 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth stars ‘ 


_ finish 1-2 in tournament 


The Berkshire County champion Pittsfield Babe Ruth age 14-15 all-stars 
opened west state tournament play Friday in Leominster with a bang, then 
were eliminated with two straight losses. 

After defeating host Leominster 12-9 in the opening game, Pittsfield bats 
were quieted in a 3-0 loss to the Worcester Babe Ruth Schwartz Division all- 
stars Saturday. Pittsfield was eliminated Sunday, 7-2, by the Worcester 
Tom Ash Division all-stars. 
| “It was a well-run tournament,” Pittsfield coach Dennis Murphy said. 
‘ ‘But I was disappointed that we were eliminated so fast. I thought we were 

{the team to beat. 


“We did everything right against Leominster on Friday night. Actually, 
‘we took a page out of their book. After that, our pitching and fielding was 
good, but we just couldn’t generate any offense.”’ 


Pittsfield built an 11-3 lead against Leominster in the opener and hung on 
for the 12-9 win. Mike Woitkowski led the attack with three hits, including a 
double and three runs scored. Keith Poopor, Paul Dowd and Jason Virgilio 
each had two hits for Pittsfield. 


John Noonan was the starter and winner for Pittsfield. But he needed 
help from Virgilio in the middle innings and Matt Mickle, who entered the 
game with one out in the sixth and finished to earn the save. 

Against Schwartz, Pittsfield starter Josh Zolkowski went the distance in a 

‘ tough-luck loss. He allowed just two hits including one home run and struck 
out five. Woitkowski, Dowd, Virgilio and Mark McNeice had the Pittsfield 
hits. 

Noonan started for Pittsfield against Tom Ash but left in the second 
inning when his arm tightened up. Dave Tarjick relieved and pitched the 
rest of the game. Zolkowski singled in the first inning and scored on 
Mickle’s double. The other Pittsfield run came in the fifth, when Tarjick 
homered. 

Tarjick’s blast was the only Pittsfield home run in the tournament. 
Pittsfield pitching allowed seven. 

“We did hit a handful that were hauled down on the warning track,” 
Murphy said. ‘“‘And it was awful hot. I don’t know if that was a factor, but it 
wasn’t Berkshire County weather.” 


Babe Ruth tournament 


Northern teams win easily 


North Adams defeated Pittsfield 
13-2 and Adams defeated South 
Berkshire by the same score last 
night in the 13-year-old Babe Ruth 
baseball tournament. © . 

North Adams will host South 
Berkshire in the double-elimination 
tournament tomorrow. The winner 
will travel to Adams for the cham- 
pionship game Sunday at 1. 

In last night’s loser’s bracket 
contest, North Adams crushed 
Pittsfield in a game that was called 
in the sixth inning because of the 10- 
run rule. If one team is ahead by 10 
runs and both teams have had the 
same number of at-bats, the game 


is called. 

North Adams scored two runs in 
the first inning, three in the second, 
one in the fourth, two in the fifth 
and five in the sixth on the way to 
the win. 

Sean McGrath, who had three 
hits, pitched all six innings for 
North Adams, giving up eight hits 
and two walks and striking out five. 
Trevor Bayliss and Ali Bond had 
two hits apiece for the winners. 

Mike Eastland, Brett Kamienski 
and Tim Kearns each had two hits, 
and Joel Mullett, Kamienski and 
Fastland shared the pitching duties 
for Pittsfield. 


In other action last night, both 
home teams fell in the opening 
games of the 14-15-year-old tour- 
nament. 

Adams managed only two hits but 
defeated South Central 4-2 in Lee. 
Damon Bieniek got the win for Ad- 
ams, and Aaron Brighenti struck 
out 11 in a losing effort for- South 
Central. 

Defending champion South Berk- 


Shire edged North Adams 5-4 in 


North Adams. 

Tomorrow, Dalton will play at 
Adams and Pittsfield will take on 
South Berkshire in Great Barring- 
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Sons of Italy wins Babe Ruth title 


PITTSFIELD — Winning pitcher Randy Wendling 
had three hits, including an RBI single during a 
decisive eight-run third inning, to lead Sons of Italy to 


an 11-6 win over GEAA in the deciding game of the - 
Pittsfield Babe Ruth age 14-15 championship series | 


Tuesday. | 
Wendling and Chris Mastrodicasa each had RBI 
singles in the eight-run third, which broke open a 2-2 


game in the final game of the best-of-three champion- | 


ship series. | 

Wendling pitched seven innings, scattering six hits 
with four strikeouts. Dominic Giardina had three hits 
to lead GEAA. 

GEAA had won the opening game of the series 6-2 
Sunday, with Josh Zolkowski pitching a four-hitter and 
Giardina and Dan Landry contributing two hits each. 
Mike Woitkowski had two hits for Sons of Italy. 

Monday, Sons of Italy bounced back with a 6-2 
victory behind Mastrodicasa’s four-hitter. Woitkowski 
again had two hits for the winners. 

Sons of Italy won the first half of the league, taking 


Youth baseball 


playoff. 
hy 


a 1-0 playoff victory over ComFed. GEAA won the 
second half, beating Sons of Italy 20-9 in another 


8/3) $7 on 
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GEAA blanks VFW 


Josh Zolkowski tossed a_ four- 
hitter and fanned 16 to lead GEAA 
to a 5-0 win over VFW in Pittsfield 
14 and 15-year-old Babe Ruth league 
action at Deming Field. 

Chris Pontin had four hits, in- 
cluding a double, and Zolkowski 
added two hits and two RBI. 

Losing pitcher Matt Chenail had 
two hits for VF W. 

Matt Mickle spun a two-hitter to 
lead Comfed Savings to a 6-5 win 
over IUE 255. 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth 


PITTSFIELD — Besse-Clarke 
posted three recent victories in the 
Pittsfield Babe Ruth age 14-15 


league. ° 7 


Mike Danyleiko pitched a two- 
hitter and Bob Desnoyers and Jim 


Babe Ruth 13s 


LEOMINSTER — The Berkshire 
County champion Adams 13-year-old | 
Babe Ruth all-stars were.eliminated 
from postseason tournament action — 


with a 7-6 loss to West Springfield 


Monday. Losing pitcher Jeff Hayer 


_pitched-a three-hitter and struck out 


x 


over VFW. 
In losing causes, Matt Chenail had ~ 


two hits for VFW, Dave Tarjick two 
hits for GEAA’ and Jason Virgilio 
struck out 10 for IUE. 


Itam scored two victories, 7-2 
over Oliver Auto Body and 13-9 over 
VFW. Randy Wendling struck out 
nine and Paul Dowd had three hits 
against Oliver and Jeff Zuccalo had 
four hits, John Landers, Wendling 
and David Powell three each and 
Paul Dowd a homer and three RBI 
to lead a 17-hit attack against VFW. 
Bob Letteney drove in four runs for 
VFW and Mike McHugh, John 
Goodnow and Gordon Soldato had 
two hits each for Oliver. 

In other games, Josh Zolkowski 
had four hits including a homer and 
drove in three runs as GEAA won 9- 
9 over IUE 255, Virgilio pitched a 


five-hitter with 10 strikeouts and 


Keith Ferris had three hits as IUE 
beat Oliver 12-1 and Matt Mickle 
pitched a four-hitter with 12 strike- 
outs and Mike Delgallo, Pete Amuso 


seven in five innings. ~) LAK A 


Steve Thomson had two hits and 
Mike DelGallo and RBI triple for 
Comfed. Jason Virgilio had a two 


Hurley had two hits each in a 13-3 
win over IUE 255, John Noonan 
struck out 16 and.Jim Hurley had a 


and Steve Thompson had two hits 
each as Comfed won 8-4 over Itam. 


three-run triple in an 8-7 win over For losing teams, Jim Clark had 
GEAA and Danyleiko pitched a five- three hits for IUE, Dowd two hits 
hitter and Tony Sickell, Danyleiko, and two RBI for Itam and Mare 
Noonan and Erie Hulland each had McNeice and Brian Rathbun two 
two hits and two RBI in a 10-4 win _ hits each for Oliver. ul 20| ‘ei 


run single for TUE. 

Itam blasted GE 15-0. Randy 
Wendling had three hits and Mike 
Woitkowski, Paul Dowd, Jeff Zuc- 
calo and David Powell two hits each : 
for Itam. Dan Garner had two hits 
for GE. 

Chris Mastrodicasa was the win- 
ning pitcher. CL VARS " 


t two-hit, 12-strikeout effort high- Dwyer. 
» lighted recent Pittsfield Babe Ruth Mike DelGallo, Kevin Codey and 
League play. Rick Farrell all had two hits for 
Mickle’s performance led Com- » ComFed. Codey led the team with 
Fed past. VFW 6-2. Bruce Krucz- two RBI. 4 
kowski had three hits for the win-| , 
ners and Mickle had two hits. i 


Itam’s Chris Mastrodicasa al- 
lowed six hits and struck out seven 
to lead Itam over GE, 6-3. Mas- 
trodicasa added three hits while | 
Paul Dowd collected two hits in- 
cluding -a triple. Dan Garner had 
two hits for GE. 


IUE 255 split its two games. Be- 
hind the mound performance of An- 
thony Segalla, VF W topped IUE, 10- 
4. The winners received two hits 
and three RBI from George Betti 
and Matt Chenail. Tim Hart added 
two hits, including a double. IUE’s 
Jim Clark doubled and tripled, 
while Sean Sultaire chipped in with 
two hits. 


IUE rebounded with a. victory 
over ComF ed, 19-8. Scott Miller was 
the winning pitcher, striking out 
eight. The IUE hitting highlights 
included Jamie Evans with two hits 
and two RBI, Jason Virgilio with 
three hits including a home run and 
three RBI, Scott Miller’s two hits 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth stars 


in winner’s bracket game 


te of the Pittsfield 
No word was available at press time last night on the fa 
Babe Ruth age 14-15 all-star team, which is playing in the Western State 
mpionship tournament in Leominster. bs Weds 

pg a bi its first game in the six-team, double-elimination tourna- 
ment at McLaughlin Park, beating host Leominster 12-9 Saturday night. 
Mike Woitkowski had three hits and Keith Poopor had two in the victory, as 
Pittsfield outhit the host team 10-6. Pittsfield led only 2-1 until scoring four 
ns in-both the fourth and fifth innings. 
"Dae night, Pittsfield was scheduled to play the Joseph Schwartz all-stars 
of Worcester in a winner’s bracket game. The tournament continues 


through this week. 7 a a) / bd ji 


\ errs Babe Ruth 


PITTSFIELD — Matt ees and two RBI and two hits from Sean / 
| IAs | ety 





© ‘Three-baggers were common at 
Wehbonah Bark in Pittsfield when North Little League 
GE beat VFW 11-8 in the only Babe Dan Del.Gallo pounded out three 
Ruth baseball game scheduled. | hits to lead Besse-Clarke toa 25-18 
Mike Scipione banged two triples | win over Dave’s Sporting Goods in 
and Pete Le and Tom Rilla | ~~~ the Pittsfield North Little League. 
iece. beBlancghad a sin- Dale Phelps, Pete Sayers, Jacob 
| Kellar and Shane Engle had two 
hits apiece for Dave’s. ~ 
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Joel Librizzi 


Waiti 
iting game yolk 


Ice fishermen at Onota Lake yesterday wait for bites. Mild weather brought out many anglers. 


ie 


Joel Librizz: 


mooth sailing 


Gliding over slick ice on Pontoosuc Lake yesterday were made the iceboat using leftover steel from Neil’s custom 
John Hayes, Donald Lussier and Robert Neil. Neil and Hayes awning business in Pittsfield. ~~ / p, ee f G 





Leslie Noyes 


/ DAA 


_ Solitary tishing 


Two fishermen try their luck through the ice on an otherwise deserted Pontoosuc Lake. 
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-wheeler, dog fall through ice — 
Onota Lake; warning is issued 


PITTSFIELD — A recreational 


vehicle and a dog fell through thin 
ice into: the frigid waters of Onota 
Lake yesterday, and though no one 
was: seriously hurt, the Fire De- 
partment warned people to “stay off 
the lakes.” 

David Pierce of Williamsburg was 
driving a four-wheel recreational 
vehicle owned by Gary Graves of 
Chesterfield when the ice gave way 


retriever owned by Julie Wojt- 
kowski of 483 Peck’s Road yester- 
day. ‘The dog fell through the ice 
and firefighters had to crawl out on 
the lake with a ladder and slip a 
rope around it to haul it in, Tobin 
sald. | 

Tobin said people at the scene of 
the accidents reported having seen 
two motorcycles and a snowmobile 
underneath the surface of the ice, 


warning he issued during the last 
warm spell, saying the rapid fluc- 
tuations in temperature in recent 
weeks had made the ice “‘treacher- 
ous.” 

“The ice is still unsafe,’ said 
Miller. “There’s no snow on top of it 
to insulate it, and this balmy 
weather we’ve been having weakens 
it. It’s not consistent, so people 
Should use extreme caution when 


an indicator of similar, unreported, 
accidents. 

Firefighters’ union President 
Gerard E. Miller reiterated the 


beneath him, Deputy Chief James 
Tobin said. Graves, who was ice 
fishing on the lake at the time, and 
other bystanders called firemen 
who extricated the vehicle from the 
lake. 

Pierce was treated at the scene 
for minor cuts and abrasions. He 
apparently did not go all the way 
through the ice. 

Firefighters also saved a golden 


they go out there.”’ f- _S§ G 


Pittsfield beaches | 


{0 open tomorrow 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s public 


beaches will open tomorrow for the 
summer season. | 


Hours will be 10 to 6 dail seven 
days a week, according to ‘the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation. : 
Beaches will be supervised by Park, 
Department staff. @/ 3019 


y 


Curfew imposed 


at Onota Lake 


PITTSFIELD — The Park Com. 
mission has announced that, diirieg 
the summer, the gate at Onota Lake 

will be locked each evening at 8:30 
and unlocked each morning. 

The night hours are imposed by 
the board every year to prevent 
vandalism and late-night distur- 


bances.. b/2 / 73 
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- Auto winched out 
of lake; 2 bullhead 


are found inside 


By Daniel Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Using a giant wrecker 
and a scuba diver, Joseph Szczepaniak Jr. 
and a crew from Village Truck Sales pulled 
a car from the freezing waters of Onota 
Lake yesterday. 

The car got stuck Sunday when Anne 
Valle and William Pizzuto of West Hous- 
atonic Street drove out onto the thin ice at 
the northeast corner of the lake and fell 
through. They were not injured. 

The car, a 1985 Oldsmobile Cutlass, not a 
Chevrolet as The Eagle reported yesterday, 
spent the night in the water. At about 9:30 
yesterday morning, Szczepaniak and his 
crew stationed their wrecker on Thomas 
Island and sent a scuba diver out to attach 
the chain to the back bumper. 

They turned the car. around 90 degrees, 
and using the wrecker’s powerful winch, 
towed it through the water to the shore, 
breaking up the surface ice as they pulled. 

Besides extensive water damage, 
Szezepaniak said the car had a_ bent 
driver’s side door, and a back window 
shattered by a large chunk of ice. 

When the wrecker crew got the car to 
shore, Szczepaniak said, they found a large 
quantity of mud and two bullheads, which 
they released. 


“It was a nice car,” Szczepaniak said. 
Patchwork “Or it would be if you could dry it out.” It 


Strong winds whipping the surface of Pontoosuc Lake have etched out an abstract pattern of snow patches | was towed back to Valle and Pizzuto’s 
tf 29 place on West Housatonic Street. /} /, yf 3 0 
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Leslie Noyes 


TAKING A BATH vas this car, complete with ‘‘divorce” graffiti, when it ended up in Fontoosuc Lake last night. 


Vandalized Olds dumped in Pontoosuc 


, ts 
By Donna B. Mattoon tracks from the upper parking lot maro with a noisy muffler that towed out of the water, and 1 
"pant Eagle Staff off Hancock Road and down the cruised past the scene heading to- identification number checked to 


PITTSFIELD — A vandalized 8Fassy slope that ends in the lake. ward Lanesboro. determine ownership. 


ile Cutlass was either A witness reported that two Alerting Lanesboro police by In addition to its dip in the lake, 
Hen pushed into Pontoosuc youths were seen running along the radio to the approaching car, Bush the car also suffered otter ee 
Lake last night near the causeway, shore of the lake from the scene, described the color of their jackets ties, including a smashe wn 4 
apparently by two youths. police said, wearing red and white and their faulty muffler. C . shield, a missing une ane as, as 
Pittsfield Police Officer Raymond jackets. Later, the youths were be- ‘And they may be wet,” he said. sorted graffiti spraye m wi sil. 
Bush said he followed the car’s lieved to be in a dark-colored Ca- Police said the red car would be _ ver paint. Dl Sod 
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, the front 


Susan Plageman 


perature began 


toward the dam at the 


to its windows 
d to.enjoy:the spectacle 


d the tem 


icy water up 


? 


Onota’s thin ice 
Continued on Page B3 


he porch watching the car go down. They 
1/2314 


) 


as darkness fell an 


op. Little crowds of onlookers appeare é 
lating what had prompted the two to drive on © 


specu 
brook had weakened the ice dangerously. William 


’ 


he shore 


the ice. 


4 
L 


The car sat in the shallow 
Tooley said the current of water moving 


this way. I got her dried off and got her some warm clothes. He 
Water current 


were both pretty upset. 
end below the surface 


to dr 


was standing out on t 
from 


h 
mouth of Onota 


he lake at about 5 p.m. 


, 23, and 


1 in an ambulance, he 
who sheltered the pair 
bed out of their half- 


home after they clim 
‘“T saw them get out so I hollered to them to come 


de escape but are soaked and col 


Ins! 


By Daniel Bellow 


@ 
Carlo containing Anne Valle 


both of 723 West Housatonic St. broke throug 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 
the ice at the northeast corner of t 


PITTSFIELD — Thin ice on Onota Lake claimed another vehicle 


as a victim yesterday, 


but the two occupants escaped injury as 
he surface. 


their car slipped beneath t 
” said Florence Tooley, 


in her Lakeway Drive 


submerged car. 


26, 


’ 


according to Sgt. Henry Dondi of the Pittsfield police. 


d Valle was driving. 
Both refused to be transported to hospita 


said, 
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Couple 


day, 


The Chevrolet Monte 


William Pizzuto 
‘They were wet, 


yester 
He sal 





Roger S. Hart 


ic skati 31a 154 


winter, the skating on Onota Lake has been far above par. 


—— ne 


Joel Librizzi 


A ride at the lake  ado3iee 


Melissa Brady and Lisa Kelly, both of Lanesboro, had a nice ride at Pontoosuc Lake yesterday. 





Flocks of anglers 


the shores of Onota Lake as the year progresses further into spring.’ 7/4 


Increasing numbers of fishermen can be seen on 


: Beier 5 oF 
sis pis ms 


As heat wave descended on the Berkshires, Stacy Yon, 6, left, Temperature hit 88, tying the record for ; 
and Lindsey Knappe, 7, cooled off in Pittsfield’s Onota Lake. 


/ 





| J oel Librizzi 


On the straight and narrow 
Aaron Collins, 9, and Patrick Bucier, 6, do a balancing act on a log at the edge of Onota Lake near the public beach at Burbank Park. % LLR\v7 


re 


Joel Librizzi 
fe. 
0] 29 


de a popular pastime for visitors to Onota Lake. 





appointment 


of Adams succeeds in landing not a fish but a lengthy bit of weed. 7, 2 


Getting set for the new season 
tion for the opening today of Pittsfield public beaches. Hours will be 10 t 


ee | a 


tiards clean weeds from the shore of Onota Lake in prepara 


TT ——— ean —_-- 





‘Bad road to park 


“To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— | 
Burbank Park at Onota Lake has. 
had a lot of work done on it and is a 


I eredit to the city of Pittsfield. | 
*” But the road leading into the park 


is terrible to say the least. The road 
is very rough on a car. I think it’s 


better to walk in. , 
CHARLES E. BURNICK 


159 Ridgeway Ave. | 
Pittsfield \ 


Cool breezes 
ong the lakeside at Burbank Park on Onota Lake, 


One of the most popular places to keep cool is al 
as this person discovered. 


y the cool waters 


c resting place for a Berkshire couple. 


The shore of Onota Lake at Burbank Park provides an idylli 





~ Safe swimming tips 


| To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— — j 


( 


We, the lifeguards of Pontoosuc 
Beach, have a responsibility to pro-. 
tect the patrons of our beach and: 
provide for the safest swimming” 
environment possible. In order to do- 
this, we need the cooperation of the: 
patrons themselves as well as that. 
of the boaters. There are two basic. 
requirements that should. be ob-" 
seh so that we may meet this 
end. | 


It is difficult having a supervised. 
‘swimming area so near to a boating ; | 
ramp, so we must be particularly, 
cautious in the case of Pontoosuc 
Beach. There is no swimming al-, 
lowed in the channel because of the | 
high boat traffic. Swimmers should: 
be aware that this rule is for their 
safety, not for their misery. 7 


| 


The other point is that boaters | 
must observe the 5 mph speed limit) | 
in the channel. Often boaters fly by, | a 
awfully close to the swimming area.’ | | Shoving Off 


One can see the dangers involved in” | This crew at Pontoosuc Lake is equipped with all the latest marine gadgetr. 
Js 


both the boaters and swimmers ne- including a miniature, battery- 
glecting these rules. vering away from the oe TPOTETES HOE ON 9 ag 


Please, let’s be careful now, so we. 
won’t have to be sorry later. 


MELISSA QUIRK > 


f Pittsfield 


Melissa Quirk ts beachmaster 
at Pontoosuc Lake. 


Bad Show 


A sudden storm on Pontoosuc Lake som : 

e years back, caught a sailin 
couple 7. surprise and swamped their craft. Aided by ifeaiiaeds sheik 
were able to beach their boat, suffering only from wetness and chagrin 


N 
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Photos by Joel Librizzi 


Taking the plunge 


- Three youths took turns yesterday jumping from a rope that 
swings out over Pontoosuc Lake. They are, from the top, Paul 


Lamon, Brian Rathbun and Brad Rathbun. e 





Moment of reflection sH¥4 


Hubert Chang of Great Barrington fishes from dock at the Pontoosuc Lake boat launch in Pittsfield. 
Z wT A a gs ee aa 





Joel Librizzi 


MAJOR COMPONENT of the Burbank Park improvement project, the new beachhouse measures 40 by 80 feet. 


New Onota beachhouse opened 


| J a lian 
AMONG SPEAKERS at the ceremony were U.S. Rep. Silvio 0. Conte, leit; 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski, and state Rep. Robert F.. Jakubowicz. 


By Susan E. Slattery 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The rain held off 
just long enough to allow city and 
state officials time to open the new 
Burbank Park beachhouse on Onota 
Lake yesterday in a brief ribbon- 
cutting ceremony. 

The 40-by-80-foot beachhouse is 
the major component of the Bur- 
bank Park improvement project, 
which will incorporate the existing 
public beach and food stand. The 
new building contains restrooms 
and changing rooms, lifeguard 
headquarters, a maintenance and 
security staff office, a concession 
stand, storage room, and an open 
patio. The beachhouse is accessible 
to the disabled. 

The beach area in front of the 
house has been cleared and cleaned 
of brush. Also, a’ new picnic area, 
with picnic tables and mounted 
grills, surrounds the beachhouse; a 
waterfront playground area has 
been added for. children, and signs 
and landscaping and the purchase 
of a 7-acre wetland parcel near the 
Franklin Controy pavilion make up 
other improvements. rote 

Robert Tone, purchasing agent for 
Pittsfield, said the city now owns 


New Onota beachhouse 
Continued on Page B3. 


yaw 


Le > 
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limb 30 feet above 


¢ New Onota beachhouse opened 


Continued from Page Bl | 


and utilizes most of the eastern 
‘shore of Onota: Lake. The project 
was funded with a $425,700 Massa- 
chusetts Urban Self-Help Program 
grant, which was administered by 
the state Division of Conservation 
Services. The grant covered about 
90 percent of the total cost of the 
improvements, with the remaining 
10 percent being funded through lo- 
cal appropriations. 


Long-term project 


Tone said the grant was received 
in 1986 and that “the city is not 
spending money in a fiscal crisis.” 
He said Burbank Park represents 
the completion of a long-term 
project. | | 

The Parks Commission, Planning 
Board and: Conservation Commis- 
sion administered the project under 
the supervision of the Burbank Park 
Redevelopment Study Group. 

Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski 
welcomed a gathering of about 30 
people to the beachhouse. She called 
it the “‘nerve center of the park’’ 
and said that it, along with the other 

k jmprovements, “represents a 


aS 


- 


Jnota Lake to ponder whether the thrill of 


significant investment by the 
commonwealth and the city of 
Pittsfield in the quality of life for 
the citizens of Pittsfield and the 
commonwealth.” 

“Generations of Pittsfield’s citi- 
zens have come to this park and 


swum, have had - barbecues, and- 


watched their kids grow up with the 
changing of the seasons.”’ | 

“There is no more beautiful place, 
indeed, in Berkshire County,” state 
Rep. Sherwood Guernsey said. He 
encouraged the publie to help per- 
sonnel in the maintenance of the 
park. 

Wojtkowski presented: a_ certifi- 
cate of appreciation during the cer- 
emony to Parks Commission 
Chairman Roger Sloper. Calling 
him a guardian of Pittsfield’s most 
valuable resources, she thanked 
him for his concern, effort and in- 
volvement in the ‘enhancement of 
our quality of life.” 


To organize backers 


While the beachhouse will not be 
fully operational until next summer, 
Director of Community Services 
Vincent J. Hebert is already plant- 


ing the seeds for the establishment | 
of the Friends of Burbank Park, an | 
independent group that will be ad- | 
vocates and supporters of the park. 


The beachhouse, which has been | 
in the construction phase since last | 
summer, was built, by Joseph 
Francese Inc. of Pittsfield> It-was 
designed by C.T. Male Associates of 
Latham, N.Y. 


Also speaking at the ceremony 
were Elizabeth Miller, coordinator 
for the Urban Self-Help Program; 
U.S. Rep. Silvio .O. Conte, R- 
Pittsfield; state Rep, Robert Frank 
Jakubowicz, D-Pittsfield; . Michael 
Makes, chairman of the Conserva- 
tion Commission; George S. Wis- 
locki of the Berkshire Natural Re- 
sources Council, and Carl Curtin, 
the assistant regional superinten- 
dent of conservation services. 


Tone said the next and last phase 
of the park project is the blacktop- 
ping of the parking lot and road, 


both of which access the beachfront. 
SI¥1 +} 


Out on a limb 
Eric Storbeck, 15, of Peck’s Road, Pittsfield, pauses. on a tree 


the big drop down might 


(Al at ' 


be instantly followed by pain. 


Leslie Noyes 


V4 





_ B16 — The Berkshire Eagle. Saturday, May 20, 


| Twilight Time 
Evening. descends on Onota Lake as the sun dips behind the Taconic Range on Thursday. Fishermen 
on the bank, buoyed by the summery weather, linger on, relishing every last bit of a glorious day. 





Nature’s bounty? 


rent lean up bottles at the Onota 
Bird Club and Massachusetts Audubon Society who w ent out toc P 
en on ek More trash than they bargained for yesterday morning. Volunteers any Poy from left, 
Roger Dennett, David Bowman and Herb Armitt. | JS /7/F7 


Not for Long 


Recumbent bodies at Pontoosuc Lake won’t be there much lon 


ger as the water cools, 
schools open and the chill nip of fall banishes ba thing suits. iy } 





A boy and his dog 


Edward Ferris, 9, splashes the family dog, Katie, in the cool waters of Pontoosuc Lake on a warm November day. The 
temperature rese to 66 degrees, tying a record for the day set in 1973. Weather story appears on Page B2. lis [ 7‘ 


Winter Sets In 


Far out on Pontoosuc Lake yesterday, a lone Canada goose pondered life 
of the ice that is slowly but surely banishing the open water. = Ji[25 | xq 
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Parks summer jobs 
deadline extended | 
_ PITTSFIELD — The city’s De-" 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
has extended to May 1 the applica- 
tion deadline for summer personnel 
_ needed to work at the playgrounds © 
and beaches and in the special- 
needs program. The original dead- 
line was Marcn 17. | 
The reason for the extension is the 
scarcity of applicants, according to 
- Claudia Williamson, recreation su- 
pervisor. | 
Prospective applicants may ob- 
tain forms at the department’s of- 
es at Springside House, 874 North 
t. 
Hirings are contingent on the 
passage of the city budget for the 
\coming fiscal year. Yly S| 94 y) 


50 Years Ago 


Rosemary LeBlanc, Helen Jean 
Overbaugh, Robert Wier, Donald 
Gingras, Barbara May, Marilyn 
Bergen, Mario Garley, Ann Malo- 
ney, Francis and Mary Buckley, 
Lillian Gaudette, Theresa Carey, 
Richard Russell and John Shields 
were winners in Springside Play- 
ground’s costume parade in Pitts- 
field. There were more than 70 en- 
tries. FT/ 204 F% 


Playground 
will open 
next week 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s public 
playgrounds will open for the 
summer season next week, with 
supervised recreational programs 
at 14 playgrounds, two more than 

st year. : 
mate Department of Parks and 

Recreation announced that begin- 
ning Monday, the parks will be su- 
pervised from 9 a.m, to noon and 1 
to 5 p.m. The season extends to 
Aug. 26. ms 

The parks which will be super- 
vised include the additions of 
Marchisio Playground on Dalton 
Division Road and Crane Play- 
ground on Springside Avenue. 

The others.are: 

Allen Heights, Windsor Avenue; 
Clapp, West Housatonic Street; 
Common, First Street; Coolidge, 
West Union Street; Deming, Newell 
Street; Highland, Highland Avenue; 
Kirvin, Williams Street; Lebanon, 
Lebanon Avenue, Morningside, 
Burbank Street; Pitt, South John 
Street; West Memorial, Cheshire 
Road, and Wilson, Memorial Drive. 
Rach week’s activities will in- 
clude sports, music, nature and arts 
chosen to carry out that week’s 
theme. Special events will be held 
on alternate Fridays. The first spe- 
cial event is a Games Fest on July 
14 at Clapp Park. The dates of the 
others are July 28, Carnival on the — 
Common; Aug. 11, Arts Day, and 
Aug. 25, farewell picnic. Co (AWG 1 

. 1 
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*Parks Dept. again offers 
special needs program 


PITTSFIELD : 
of Parks and Recreatl 


conduct 2 free summer recreation 


ecial : 
progra™. ior cult Lee and-field day at Taconic 


needs atl Highland E 
School on Brooks Avenue. 


Soe. ; 
— artment Highlights _of the past season 
ae will again have included the annual carnival, a 


roup trip to Mountain Park, the 
Catskill Connie Farm and a ae: 


School. ‘ 
Sessions will be Monday through 


The special nest piper Friday, July 3 through Aug. 18. Bus 


primarily recreational, - but 


ae transportation will be provided for 


aims to foster the development 0! all Pittsfield residents attending. 


language, reading, fine and 


hk Deadline for registration is June 


motor coordination and personal 15. Because of the need to establish 


hygiene. 


bus routes and group assignments, 


ine is fi ding to 
included are arts and crafts, that deadline is firm, accorc 
| pal “ale tournaments, and self- Claudia Williamson, recreation su 


help skills such as cooking. 


‘pervisor. | 
M Registration forms may be ob- 


Spegia! EVN a ee EriDS tained from the Department of 


frequent. The grove ee » Parks and Recreation at 874 North 


“to Onota Lake for swimming an 


water recreation. <\ 7 \<2q 


// Playgrounds 
_. THURSDAY 

Allen Heights: 9:30, sports and game 
supervisor, 10:45, arts and crafts super- 
visor, 1:30, crazy hat and button day, 3, 
rock painting. — 

Clapp: 9:30, crab soccer, 10:45, cha- 
rades, 1:30, arts and crafts supervisor, 3, 
cookies and juice. 

Common: 9:30, balloon men, 10:45, de- 
cathlon, 1:30, song and story time, 3, arts 
and crafts supervisor. 

Coolidge: 9:30, sack race, 10:45, bas- 
ketball, 1:30, games with Marchisio 
Park, 3, scavenger hunt. 

Crane: 9:30, bandanna day, 10:45, self- 
portrait, 1:30, cat and rat, 3, prison ball. 

Deming: 9:30, 3-2-1, 10:45, silent ball, 
1:30, spud, 3, water balloon toss. 

Highland: 9:30, make pinata, 10:45, 
capoue the flag, 1:30, bobbing for apples, 
3, home run derby. 

Kirvin: 9:30, Mother Nature day, 10:45, 
nature hunt, 1:30, rock crafts, 3, sneaker 
ae 

sbanon: 9:30, egg le, 10:45, ghost 
stories, 1:30, Bhctaale. source. 3, finger 
puppets. — 

Marchisio: 9:30, music and dance fes- 


tival, nee parade, ae relay race, 3 
wax painting. 7 )2) 59 A 


Playground schedule 
MONDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, decorate bulletin 
board; 10:45, tug of war; 1:30, leaf col- 
lecting; 3, bead jewelry. 

Clapp: 9:30, arts and crafts supervisor; 
10:45, decorate bulletin board; 1:30, face 
painting; 3, lemonade stand. 

Common: 9:30, kick the can; 10:45, 
arts and crafts supervisor; 1:30, blind 
man bluffs; 3, relay races. 

Coolidge: 9:30, decorate bulletin board; 
10:45, nature walk; 1:30, arts and crafts 
supervisor; 3, peanut toss. 

Crane: 9:30, decorate bulletin board; 
10:45, snake in the grass; 1:30, basket- 
ball; 3, arts and crafts supervisor. 

Deming: 9:30, crazy hat day; 10:45, 
decorate bulletin board; 1:30, baby pic- 
ture contest; 3, marble shooting. 

. Highland: 9:30, decorate bulletin 
board; 10:45, talent contest; 1:30, pin the 
tail on the donkey; 3, field hockey. 

Kirvin: 9:30, crazy hat day; 10:45, 
peanut hunt; 1:30-3, field trip to March- 
isio Park. 

Lebanon: 9:30, decorate bulletin board; 
10:45, scavenger hunt; 1:30, obstacle 
course; 3, weaving. 

Marchisio: 9:30, decorate park; 10:45, 
decorate bulletin board; 1:30, visit from 
Kirvin Park; 3, make pinata. 

_ Morningside: 9:30, mash; 10:45, frog 
jumping contest; 1:30, sports and games 
supervisor; 3, color T-shirt. 

Pitt: 9:30, puppet show; 10:45, sports 
and games supervisor; 1:30, break the 
pinata; 3, prison ball. 

West Memorial: 9:30, sports and games 
supervisor; 10:45, puppet show; 1:30, car 
and truck show; 3, oh eyball. 

Wilson: 9:30, tag; 10:45, decorate bul- 
letin board; 1:30, storytelling; 3, baby 


picture contest. a 3 | Sj 


St. and must be returned there. 


f ‘Piaverouniti \ 


TUESDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, face painting: 
1 < gal spemamen with Grates 
rK; 1:30, checkers to : 
aoaeeball urnament; 3, 

Clapp: 9:30, make pinata; 10:45, break 
pinata; 1:30, treasure hunt; 3, trip to 
miniature golf. 

Common: 9:30, prison ball; 10:45, rice 
pictures; 1:30, candy hunt; 3, egg toss. 

Coolidge: 9:30, toss your shoe contest: 
10:45, cat and the rat; 1:30, silent ball: 3. 
break the pinata. es 

Crane: 9:30, finger painting; 10:45, 
three-legged race; 1:30, rock painting; 3 
capture the flag. ic 

Deming: 9:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
sor; 10:45, sack race; 1:30, rid litter day; 
3, Sports and game supervisor. : 

Highland: 9:30, park cleanup; 10:45 

arts and crafts supervisor; 1:30, sports 
and games supervisor; 3, paper masks. 

Kirvin: 9:30, poster contest; 10:45, 

sports and games supervisor; 1:30, arts 
and crafts supervisor; 3, four square. 

Lebanon: 9:30, sports and games su- 

pervisor; 10:45, bubblegum contest; 1:30 
capture the flag; 3, arts and crafts su- 
pervisor. 

' Marchisio: 9:30, dodge ball; 10:45 
ore pinata; 1:30, tug of war; 3, silent 


Morningside: 9:30, aerobics; 10: 
dodge ball; 1:30, red rover; 3, wiffle ball 

Pitt: 9:30, field trip to Berkshire Athe- 
ee 1:30, freeze tag; 3, dance con- 

West Memorial: 9:30, bounce the ball 
contest; 10:45, pirate day; 1:30, hobo 
contest; 3, checkers tournament. 

Wilson: 9:30, wonderball; 10:45, talent 
pea 1:30, thumper; 3, crazy T-shirt 


ay. “1 oly / 


. “s sepa 

/ Playgrounds 
: FRIDAY 

Allen Heights: 9:30, kicking contest; 
10:45, tv tag; 1:30, water balloon 
toss: 3, straw painting. 

Clapp: 9:30, around the world; 10:45, 
track and field tournament; 1:30, 
litterbug relay; 3, sports and games 
supervisor. 

enwan 9:30, trip to the lake; 1:30, 
sports and games supervisor; 3, 
limbo contest. 

Coolidge: 9:30, follow the leader ; 
10:45, sports and games supervisor ; 
1:30, Simon Says; 3, story telling 


time. 

Crane: 9:30, sports and games Su- 

rvisor; 10:45, see-saw contest; 

1:30, trip to the lake. ; 

Deming: 9:30, prison ball; 10:45, 
Siamese soccer, 1:30, finger bug 
art; 3, cat and rat. 

Highland: 9:30, arts and crafts su- 
pervisor, 10:45, eye openers; 1:30, 
in search. of; 3, obstacle course. 

Kirvin: 9:30, popsicle people; 10:45, 
tie-dye T-shirts; 1:30, paper dying; 
3. 4 leaf clover hunt. 

Lebanon: 9:30, foul-shooting contest; 
10:45, softball contest; 1:30, check- 
ers and caroms tournament, 3, kick 
the can. 

Marchisio: 9:30, arts and crafts su- 

rvisor; 10:45, home run derby; 
1:30, Chinese balloon coloring; 3, 
three on three. 

Morningside: 9:30, scavenger hunt, 
10:45, arts and crafts supervisor, 
1:30, relay races; 3, the blob. 

Pitt: 9:30, trip to the lake; 1:30, arts 
and crafts supervisor, 3, cartoon 

contest. *, 
West Memorial: 9:30, running an 

ee VASOLED ee ae 
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Playgrounds x 


WEDNESDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, red rover, 10:45, 
funniest joke contest; 1:30, trip to 
the lake. 

Clapp: 9:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
sor; 10:45, TV tag; 1:30, charades; 
3, prison ball. 

Common: 9:30, Miss Mumbley; 10:45, 
arts and crafts supervisor; 1:30, 
pebble toss tournament; 3, soccer 


game. 

Coolidge: 9:30, dodge ball; 10:45, 
penny hunt; 1:30, arts and crafts 
supervisor; 3, show and tell. 

Crane: 9:30, art contest; 10:49, 
around the world; 1:30, the blob; 3, 
arts and crafts supervisor. 

Deming: 9:30, operator; 10:45, pine 
cone hunt; 1:30, what time is it, Mr. 
Fox; 3, finger puppets. 

Highland: 9:30, trip to the lake; 1:30, 
freeze tag; 3, charades. 

Kirvin: 9:30, peanut hunt; 10:45, 
basketball bouncing contest; 1:30, 
macaroni crafts; 3, sneaker toss. 

Lebanon: 9:30, snake in the grass; 
10:45, TV tag; 1:30, monster ball; 3, 
ghost in the graveyard. 

Marchisio: 9:30, foul shot contest; 
10:45, eye spy; 1:30, poster contest; 
3, sports and games supervisor. 

Morningside: 9:30, hat day, 10:45, . 
eracker whistle contest; 1:30, sports 
and games supervisor; 3, painting 
picture contest. 

Pitt: 9:30, self-portraits; 10:45, sports 
and games supervisor; 1:30, statue; 
3, foul shooting contest. 

West Memorial: 9:30, sports and 
games supervisor; 10:45, bean 
tambourines; 1:30, trip to Crane 
Park; 3, water balloon toss. 

Wilson: 9:30, human pinball; 10:45, 
leap frog; 1:30, carom tournament; 


N 3, rock painting. “UH t¥ v4 . 





tape at park 


AN 
‘\ 


causes Gather-In 
to be postponed 


By Linda Burchard 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The rape of an 
18-year-old city woman in Pitt 
Playground early yesterday 
morning caused the postpone- 
ment, until today, of a community 
festival that was scheduled to be 
held there later in the day. 


The victim told police that she 


was walking through the park at 
4:30 a.m. when she was grabbed 
by two men. She called police 
from a nearby pay phone and was 
taken to Berkshire Medical Cen- 
ter, where she was treated and 
released. There were no witnesses 
to the attack, and the incident is 
under investigation, according to 
Pittsfield Police Detective Peter 
T. McGuire. , 

The assailants were described 
as a tall, skinny, light-skinned, 
mixed-race man with orange-red 
hair that’ was shaved on both 
sides, and a short, muscular, 
dark-skinned black man. 


Attempted rape Friday 


At 11:30 p.m. Friday, a 28-year- 
old woman reported an attempted 
rape on Orchard Street. She de- 
scribed her assailant to police as 
a muscular black man in his 30s, 
5-foot-9, short-haired, with a 
mustache and a space between 
his teeth. She told police that she 
was grabbed and knocked to the 
ground at the old Mercer School, 
but that she struggled and es- 
caped to a nearby house, where 
the occupants called police. 

McGuire asked anyone with in- 
formation about either assault to 
call the Police Department’s de- 
tective bureau. 

Philip L. Pettijohn, the coordi- 
nator of the community festival 
known as the Gather-In, said or- 
ganizers decided on the post- 


ponement because ‘‘we felt it 
would show a lack of respect for 
women to celebrate after such an 
event took place. We want to 
make a statement by postponing 
that we don’t tolerate or condone 


that type of violence.” 


Showcase culture 


The festival is intended to 
showcase African-American cul- 
ture, and, in addition, foster ra- 
cial harmony and celebrate the 
arrival of summer. It was begun 
in 1968 by the Pittsfield Afro- 
American Society, and since 1984 
it has been sponsored by the 
Christian Center. 

Entertainers were notified of 
the postponement, and plan to 
perform today, he said. Some of 
the participating basketball 
teams had driven long distances, 
and decided to play on the court 
yesterday, but organizers said no 
trophies would be awarded. Some 


‘community service groups set up 


their informational booths in the 
park, and it was expected that 
some of the church food booths 
would do likewise. 


Jazz bassist expected 


Performers expected today are 
jazz bassist Avery Sharpe of. 
Amherst, and the Vernon Jones 
Singers, an award-winning gospel 
group from New Haven, Conn. 


Also performing will be the: : 


Berkshire Public Theatre’s Rock 
& Roll Revue and the Rick And- 
erson Group, playing rhythm and 
blues. 


Dancers from the Erie (Pa.) © 


Bayfront Ballet, who performed 
at Berkshire Community College 
Friday night to launch the 


Gather-In 


ean / 


* Gather-In 
‘postponed 
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Gather-In, are scheduled to con- 
duct classes. The Friday perfor- . 


mance by the young urban troupe 
was dedicated to Rosemary 
Durant, program director of the 
Christian Center. Her husband, 
the Rev. Willard H. Durant, is 


executive director. 


Quilt display 


The ballet performance was 
underwritten by Berkshire Life 
Insurance Co., Berkshire County 
Savings Bank and the First Agri- 
cultural Bank. The Gather-In is 
also supported by the New Eng- 
land Foundation for the Arts and 
the Massachusetts Council on the 
Arts. : 

Also expected today are repre- 
sentatives of the Williams College 
Museum of Art, displaying quilts 
made locally in conjunction with 
the museum’s exhibit “Stitching 
Memories: African American 
Quilts.” The museum will also 
display books and posters relating 


to that and to two other exhibits 


on view until October. 


x q biiibounds 


TUESDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, wonderball, 10:45, 
caroms tournament; 1:30, make pi- 


nata; 3, break pinata. 


Clapp: 9:30, Mexican hat dance; 10:45, 
monsterball; 1:30, horseshoe tour- 


nament; 3, blob. 


Common: 9:30, sand painting; 10:45, 
jalapeno eating contest; 1:30, minia- 


ture golf; 3, toothpick houses. 


Coolidge: 9:30, funny hat day; 10:46, 
softball game; 1:30, around the 


world; 3, paper airplane race. 


Playgrounds 
TUESDAY (Valentine’s Day) 


Allen Heights: 9:30, nat 
>: 9:30, ure tag; 10: 
ie i dragon’s tail: 1:30; faalee 
see earts; 3, decorate Valentine 
Clapp: 9:30, pick a sw 
9:30, eetheart; 10:4 
Rage 1:30, Spud; 3, monster ball. | 
ee 9:30, candy hearts hunt: 
0:45, make Valentine cards: 1:30. 
puvecnall: 3, obstacle course. ier 
es 9:30, decorate bulletin board: 
nA Spe Valentine cards: 1:30, 
flag picture contest; 3, capture the 
rane: 9:30, make hearts: 10:45. pri 
epey 1:30, volleyball; 3, war ET ee ik 
eming: 9:30, secret Valentines: 10:45 
a painting; 1:30, miniature golf. 
een: 9:30, king and queen cupid; 
ie eart collages; 1:30, trip to the 
Kirvin: 9:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
ne cate cane hunt; 1:30 

; e . . . ? 

acne art lollipop licking 
Lebanon: 9:30, nature hike: 

-oU, €; 10:45, a 
and crafts supervisor; 1:30, create 
your own Valentine; 3, monster ball 

Marchisio: 9:30, soccer game; 10:45 
weaved hearts; 1:30, Valentine pic- 
hacia 3, volleyball. | 

orningside: 9:30, tug of war: 
Sid , oH OES 
ae Day party; 1:30, eae 
mes supervisor: 
ne ET tales hae ila 
itt; 9:30, make Valentines: 10: 
; 145 
sports and games supervisor: 1:30, 
a Valentines; 3, bocce ball. 
Ca Memorial: 9:30, decorate bulletin 
Vp hot lava game: 1:30 
3 , x b 6 ’ 
hehe entines; 3, red light green 
Wilson: 9:30, name that 
730, tune; 10: 
exchange Valentines; 1:30, follow ik 
leader; 3, heart pictures. BIT) 94 


Playgrounds 
MONDAY (Christmas) 


Allen Heights: 9:30, decorate bulletin 
board; 10:45, decorate Christmas 
tree; 1:30, sports and games supervi- 
sor; 3, make Christmas cards. 

Clapp: 9:30, red and green day; 10:45, 
sports and games supervisor; 1:30, 
winter scene pictures; 3, sing 
Christmas carols. 

Common: 9:30, sports and games su- 
pervisor; 10:45, dance contest; 1:30, 
make Christmas ornaments; 3, deco- 
rate bulletin board. . 

Coolidge: 9:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
sor; 10:45, elbow tag; 1:30, grab bag; 
3, candy cane hunt. 


Crane: 9:30, Frisbee toss; 10:45, war 
ball: 1:30, prison ball; 3, relay race. 

Deming: 9:30, Mexican bean jumping 
contest; 10:45, paper airplane race, 
1:30, nature class; 3, Mexican hat 
dance. 

Highland: 9:30, make Mexican flag; 
10:45, cracker whistle contest; 1:30, 
butterfly catch; 3, show kicking con- 
test. 

Kirvin: 9:30, most green contest; 10:45, 
share and show day; 1:30, who can 
stay clean the longest; 3, sports and 
games supervisor. 

Lebanon: 9:30, breakfast at the park; 
10:45, relay race; 1:30, scavenger 
hunt; 3, sports and games supervisor. 

Marchisio: 9:30, arts and crafts super- 
visor; 10:45, bean pictures; 1:30, 
veggie tacos; 3, Mexican hat dance. 

Morningside: 9:30, sports and games 
supervisor; 10:45, jumping bean con- 
test; 1:30, Mexican party. . 

Pitt: 9:30, Indian art; 10:45, street 
hockey; 1:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
sor: 3, Mexican hat dance. 

West Memorial: 9:30; red rover; 10:45, 
war ball: 1:30, relay races; 3, what's 
in my pocket. 

Wilson: 9:30, follow the leader; 10:45, 
make pinata; 1:30, finger puppets; 3, 
snake in the grass. 


Crane: 9:30, decorate bulletin board; 
10:45, arts and crafts supervisor; 
1:30, grab bag; 3, relay races. 

Deming: 9:30, decorate bulletin board; 
10:45, 4-square; 1:30; arts and crafts 
supervisor; 3, caroling. «, 

Highland: 9:30, make Christmas or- 
naments; 10:45, hang your orna- 
ments; 1:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
sor; 3, Christmas party. 

Kirvin: 9:30, decorate bulletin board; 
10:45, decorate Christmas tree; 1:30, 
Christmas feast; 3, Christmas stories. 

Lebanon: 9:30, decorate bulletin board; 
10:45, Christmas in.August; 1:30, Se- 
cret Santa; 3, crazy races. 

Marchisio: 9:30, Secret Santa; 10:45, 
make stockings; 1:30; Christmas 
cookies; 3, candy cane licking contest. 

Morningside: 9:30, decorate the’ bulletin 
board; 10:45, Christmas tree’ decorat- 
ing; 1:30, stringing popcorn; 3, a 
Christmas carol. 

Pitt: 9:30, puppet show; 10:45, tree 
decorating; 1:30, bingo; 3, go fish. 

West Memorial: 9:30, prison ball; 
10:45, penny hunt; 1:30, Christmas in 


August; 3, exchange Chrisinas Pus: s 


ow 
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aA é Gather -In : 


Mark Mitchell 


HANDS ON experiences were part of the fun at yesterday’s Spring Gather-In at Pitt Park in Pittsfield. Pictured 
above are Sharel Frye, 9, of 253 Wahconah St., Pittsfield, left, and Monique Johnson, 10, of 80 John St., Pittsfield. In 
the middle is potter James Horsford of the Berkshire Artisans. 


1,000 gathered for Pitt Park Gather-In 


By Holly A. Taylor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An estimated 1,000 per- 
sons filled Pitt Park off Columbus Avenue 
yesterday for an afternoon of music, food 
and basketball as part of the annual Spring 
Gather-In. 

Children with balloons ran around the 


fi i 
Playground > 
carnival set 
ftOmorrow 


PITTSFIELD — The Department 
of Recreation will hold its annual 
playground carnival tomorrow from 


1 to 4 at the Common on First 
Street. 


Each of the city’s 14 supervised 
playgrounds will organize’ and op- 
erate a booth, with a game that will 
cost 5 cents to play. 


Prizes, donated: by area mer- 
chants and by the children’s fami- 
lies, will be awarded, based on the 
number of points accumulated by 
winning at the various games. 

Hot dogs, hamburgers, drinks and 

Waked goods will be available. 


park, young people cheered the basketball Jones and the Vernon Jones Singers, and 

teams, and older folks relaxed in folding the rhythm and blues Rick Anderson 

chairs under shady trees as the community Group. 

came together to enjoy the warm weather. Berkshire Museum volunteer Tom San- 
Sponsored by the Pittsfield Afro- ford brought a red-foot turtle, boa constric- 


American Society and. the Christian Center, 
the event featured lively performances by Gather-In 


Amherst bassist Avery Sharpe, Vernon (o/ 2i6| YS Continued on Page B2 
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Playgrounds FRIDAY 
FRIDAY Allen Heights: 9:30, elms re 
; nament:; 10:45, capture e flag; 
Allen Heights: 9:30, capture eee 1:30, tasting contest; 3, red rover. 
10:45, red light/green light. Clapp: 9:30, football _ toss: 10:45, 
Clapp: 9:30 spider-web collecting; crayonzetching, Liz) a0 and crafts 
te ea test. | supervisor, 3, , 
Saita : ee oa talent show; 10:49, Common: 9:30, crabwalk tournament; 
Coolidge: iy 10:45, I spy; 1:30, dodgeball tour- 
beeen, 9:30 freeze tag; 10:45, nament; ‘e Seaniecd DG, pS SHPSEYT 
. . ’ r sor ee | 
sing-along. Say 
Crane: 9:30, treasure hunt; 10a 9:30, alphabet scavenge! 
tages \ 4 * punt pass and ick 
‘ng: 9:30, tape crayon art; 10:49, at 1 A ¢- -3, freckle contest. 
tee ; contest tournamer 3-legged races; 10:49, 
Fehland: 9:30, triathlon; 10:45, ob- Crane: (9:21:30, trip to the lake. 
Paros atk eh, hide-n-seo, fish flesh fowl; 10:45. 
‘stacie . ; ; mye Deming: 9:2¥; rsh. 
SS ale a volleyball; 10:45, myS- | nature ; 4 dies; 1:30 thumpe 
tery 100d. waterballoo e flag; 
Lebanon: 9:30, relay races; 10:45, Highland: 9:30, Sole aca 1:30, 
swinging marathon. 10:45, musical Dacca : 
Marchisio: 9:30, soap display; 10:45, wind crafts; 3, 4 $9 ball shooting: 
friendship bracelets. Kirvin: 9:30, Sage ate ‘a0. fiat 
Morningside: 9:30, ecology day; 10:45, ee Aoi tournament. 
:45, the blob. olympics; 2%, ament; 
sa 9:30, old maid; 10:45, tug of war. - Lebanon: 9:30, Carron ae S0; ‘eel 
West Memorial: 9:30, what’s in the 10:45, bocce aah ’ 
bag?; 10:45, lemon-eating contest. | to Coolidge Park. ymball people: 
Wilson: 9:30, whistling contest; 10:45, Marchisio: 9:30, £ A eobin’ 1:30, 
four-leaf clover. 10:45, volleybat ene saceSs- 
From 1 to 4 all parks will participate , talent ak wy treasure hunt; 
t the carnival at the Common. Morningside: ¥- ntest: 1:30, track 
: 10:45, apple bite contess, at 
me meet; 3; wiffleball tour 


- 10:45, trea- 

“+4. 9:30, feather race; 
Ene 1:30, scary story hour, 3, 
backwards day. See: 
orial: 9:39, decora 
eS ae: 10°45, checkers baie 

ents 1:30, cartoon drawing; 3, 

leyball tournament. aes 


‘icon: 9:30, arts and cra iper | 
wee 10:45, follow the leader, 1:30, y 


trip to the lake. 
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tor and a ball python for children to 
pet. Many children, he said, would 
never otherwise have the opportu- 
nity to see such animals. 

Eight teams from Pittsfield, 
Springfield, Albany and Manhattan 
participated in the African- 
American Society Basketball Tour- 
nament. Winning the tournament 
was’ Public Enemy of Albany, which 
defeated Boogie Down Productions 
of Pittsfield 57-55 in the final game, 
according to organizer George 
Johnson Jr. 

Various organizations hawked 
fried dough, hamburgers and beer, 
while the Neighborhood Health 
Center offered free blood-pressure 
screening and pamphlets on every- 
thing from cholesterol to venereal 
disease. 

By 5 p.m. yesterday, Hedy Lipez, 
R.N., nurse practitioner from the 
center, said she had checked the 
blood pressure of more than 100 
persons. Another 50 persons had 
their blood pressure checked Sat- 
urday, she said. 

The fair was scheduled for Sat- 
urday but postponed a day in a 
show of sympathy for a woman who 
was raped in the park at 4:30 a.m. 
Saturday. City police had no further 
information on the attack, and no 
arrests have been made yet. | els 


~% 
Playgrounds 


MONDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, tug of war, 10:45, 
the blob, 1:30, everybody’s birthday, 
3, rock painting. 

Clapp: 9:30, ultimate frisbee, 10:45, 
peanut hunt, 1:30, lemonade sale, 3, 
sock puppets. 

Coolidge: 9:30, arts and crafts super- 
visor, 10:45, team tag, 1:30, picnic in 
the park, 3, kick the can. 

Common: 9:30, kick the can, 10:45, 
jail break, 1:30, chance-a-thon, 3, 
decorate bulletin board. 

Crane: 9:30, red rover, 10:45, arts and 
crafts supervisor, 1:30, freeze tag, 3, 
soccer game. 

Deming: 9:30, watermelon eating, 
10:45, pasta paper crafts, 1:30 hu- 
man pinball, 3, bob for apples. 

Highland: 9:30, decorate bulletin 
board, 10:45, softball game, 1:30, 
picnic in the park, 3, arts and crafts 
supervisor. 

Kirvin: 9:30, apple bite, 10:45, baby 
picture contest, 1:30, dress up con- 
test, 3, sports and games supervisor. 

Lebanon: 9:30, decorate bulletin 
board, 10:45, beat ball, 1:30, sports 
and games supervisor, 3, TV tag. 

Marchisio: 9:30, decorate bulletin 
board, 10:45, sports and games su- 
pervisor, 1:30, pie eating contest, 3, 
walnut animals. 

Morningside: 9:30, sports and games 
supervisor, 10:45, baked goods buf- 
fet, 1:30, cat and rat, 3, decorate 
bulletin board. 

Pitt: 9:30, roli poli, 10:45, mother may 
I, 1:30, nature bouquets, 3, work on 
carnival booth. 

West Memorial: 9:30, relay races, 
10:45, snake in the grass, 1:30, stick 
painting, 3, sing a long. 

Wilson: 9:30, pet day, 10:45, decorate 
bulletin board, 1:30 nature walk, 3, 
egg toss. 


ea 
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eae | Playgrounds 


THURSDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30; ghost in grave- — 


yard; 10:45, four leaf clover search; | 
1:30, ice cream hour; 3, nature 
walk. 

Clapp: 9:30, four leaf clover hunt; 
10:45, basketball game; 1:30, work 
on carnival booth; 3, bocce. 

Coolidge: 9:30, sack race; 10:45, park 
parade; 1:30, sports and games su- 
pervisor; 3, silent ball. 

Common: 9:30, hot potato; 10:45, 
picnic in the park; 1:30, sock pup- 
pets; 3, around the world. 

Crane: 9:30, kick the can; 10:45, 
prison ball; 1:30, sports and games 
supervisor; 3, see-saw balancing 
contest. 

Deming: 9:30, fill the cup; 10:45, 
sports and games supervisor; 1:30, 
trip to the lake. 

Highland: 9:30, sports and games su- 
pervisor; 10:45, arts and crafts su- 
pervisor; 1:30, volleyball; 3, limbo 
contest. 

Kirvin: 9:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
sor; 10:45 musical plates; 1:30, 
penny hunt; 3, four leaf clover hunt. 

Lebanon: 9:30, freckle contest; 10:45, 
arts and crafts supervisor; 1:30 
lemon eating contest; 3, kick the 
can. 

Marchisio: 9:30, twister; 10:45, mind- 
maker. relay; 1:30, arts and crafts 
supervisor; 3, speed ball. 

Morningside: 9:30, balloon-painting 
contest; 10:45, baby picture contest; 
1:30, joke contest; 3, arts and crafts 
supervisor. 

Pitt: 9:30, bicycle-safety rodeo; 10:45, 
friendship bracelets; 1:30, musical 
chairs; 3, pin the tale on the donkey. 

West Memorial: 9:30, arts and crafts 
supervisor; 10:45, sack race; 1:30, 
the blob; 3, cat and mouse game. 

Wilson: 9:30, whacky hat and shirt 


day; 10:45, show and tell; 1:30, pa- 
NS airplanes; 3, animal imitations. 
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Playgrounds 


TUESDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, kickball game: 


10:45, red light/green light; 1:30, 


sports and games Supervisor; 3, arts | 


and crafts supervisor. 

Clapp: 9:30, foul-shooting contest: 
10:45, sports and games supervisor; 
1:30, macaroni crafts: 3, carom 
tournament. 

Common: 9:30, sports and games su- 
pervisor; 10:45, peanut people; 1:30, 
lemon eating contest: 3, comedy 
hour. 

Coolidge: 9:30, beatball: 10:45, whiffle 
ball tournament; 1:30, sneaker toss: 
3, Silent ball. 

Crane: 9:30, kickball tournament: 
10:45, basketball tournament; 1:30, 
lemonade Sale; 3, capture the flag. 

Deming: 9:30, decorate your bike 
contest; 10:45, leaf art: 1:30, lem- 
onade sale; 3, paper plate art. 

Berets fea spud, 10:45, finger 
uppets; 1:30, shot-put ; 
touch football. delet ate 

Kirvin: 9:30, nature hunt; 10:45, 
crazy-hat day; 1:30, Swinging mar- 
athon; 3, flower pots. 

Lebanon: 9:30, silent contest; 10:45, 
one-on-one tournament: 1:30, see- 
Saw balancing contest; 3, stuffed 
animal contest. 

Marchisio: 9:30, follow the leader; 
10:45, penny hunt; 1:30, egg-tossing 
contest; 3, blind man’s bluff. 

Morningside: 9:30, car and_ truck 
show; 10:45, red rover; 1:30, lip 
sync contest; 3, steal the bacon. 

Pitt: 9:30, arts and crafts supervisor; 
10:45, lemon eating contest; 1:30, 
garbage sculptures; 3, duck duck 
goose. 

West Memorial: 9:30, stuffed anima] 
contest; 10:45, arts and crafts su- 
pervisor; 1:30, peanut toss; 3, story 
hour. 

Wilson: 9:30, red rover: 10:45, freeze 


’ 


tag; 1:30, scavenger hunt:,3. s 
wand games supervisor. Wi VaP¥9 V7 


f Playgrounds — 
| TUESDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, sports and games 

supervisor; 10:45, arts and crafts 
supervisor; 1:30, onion eating con- 
test: 3, leaf collecting contest. 

‘Clapp: 9:30, kick the can; 10:45, lol- 
lipop licking contest; 1:30, arts and 
crafts supervisor; 3, bubble blowing 
contest. 

‘Coolidge: 9:30, marble shooting con- 

test; 10:45, Frisbee tossing contest; 

1:30, finger puppets; 3, basketball 
tournament. 

Common: 9:30, munchkins fot break- 
fast: 10:45, comedy contest; 1:30, 
bike derby; 3, arts and crafts su- 
pervisor. 

Crane: 9:30, around the world; 10:45, 
4-square; 1:30, spud; 3, clean up the 
park. 

Deming: 9:30, funny T-shirt day: 
10:45, wheelbarrow races; 1:30, sock 
ball; 3, puppet show. 

Highland: 9:30, silent ball; 10:45, run 
the bases: 1:30, prison ball; 3, relay 
races, 

Kirvin: 9:30, peanut hunt; 10:45, 
cookie day: 1:30, quiet day, 3, egg 
toss. 
yebanon: 9:30, show and tell; 10:45, 
candy scramble; 1:30, around the 
world: 3, monster ball. 

Marchisio: 9:30, dress up; 10:45, ap- 
ple bite: 1:30, trip to the lake. 
Morningside: 9:30, cracker whistle 
contest; 10:45, stuffed animal show, 
1:30, bike riding contest; 3, hot lava. 
Pitt: 9:30, mural painting; 10:45, 
poster contest; 1:30, sing along; 3, 
sports and games supervisor. 
West Memorial: 9:30, making a pl- 
nata; 10:45, card flipping; 1:30, 
sports and games supervisor, 3, 
story hour. 

Wilson: 9:30, twister; 10:45, sports 
and games supervisor, 


:30, prison; 
3, hide-n-seek. 4 aA gy 


47. 


f Playgrounds 


FRIDAY 
Allen Heights: 9:30, prison ball; 10:45, 
macaroni crafts; 1:30, pizza party. 
Clapp: 9:30, kick the can; 10:45, duck 
duck .goose; 1:30, soccer game; 3, 
litterbug relay. 


. Common: 9:30, 2 on 2 tournament; 
10:45, lemon-eating contest; 1:30, 


lobster race; 3, ring toss. 


_ Coolidge: 9:30, sunglasses day; 10:45, 


pizza: party; 1:30, silent ball; 3, sock 


puppets. 

Crane: 9:30, kick the can; 10:45, pizza 
party; 1:30, trip to the lake. , 

Deming: 9:30, pasta people; 10:45, run 
the bases; 1:30, Italian word scram- 
ble; 3, pick up the park. 

Highland: 9:30, obstacle course; 10:45, 
talent contest; 1:30, funny face con- 
test; 3, capture the flag. y 

Kirvin: 9:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
sor; 10:45, wear the most orange con- 
test; 1:30, obstacle course; 3, rice 
pictures. 

Lebanon: 9:30, show and tell; 10:45, 
arts and crafts supervisor; 1:30, trip 
to the movies. 

Marchisio: 9:30, shirt painting; 10:45, 
Italian flag making; 1:30, pizza party; 
3, Italian trivia. : 

Morningside: 9:30, trip to the lake; 
1:30, sports and games supervisor; 3, 
arts and crafts supervisor. 

Pitt: 9:30, Italian maps and flags; 
10:45, sports and games supervisor; 
1:30, pizza party. 

West Memorial: 9:30, paper airplane 
race; 10:45, tv tag 1:30, pitch in for 
pizza; 3, decorate bulletin board. 

Wilson: 9:30, aerobics; 10:45, jumprope 
contest; 1:30, red light, green light; 3, 


make bouquets. g 4 | x4 | 


Playground schedule Playgrounds Playgrounds 


TUESDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30 checker. 
> 9:30, Ss tour- 
nament; 10:45, baby picture ; 
a :30, trip to the movies oS 
eming: 9:30, duck duck goose: 
10:45, spelling bee: 1:30, 3 its bas- 
ketball; 3, what time is it Mr. Fox? 
Clapp: 9:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
ee Hibe ora soccer; 1:30, foul 
Ing contest; 3, - 
ment chess tourna 
ommon: 9:30, limbo contest: 10:45 
arts and crafts supervisor; 1:30, egg 
toss; 3, spoonful of water race. 
Coolidge: 9:30, leap frog; 10:45 
Sneak ee toss; 1:30, arts and crafts 
Jad 3, ghost in the grave- 
rane: 9:30, horse basketball tour- 
nament; 10:45, finger painting; 1:30, 
oa ae jou make of the cloud 
lament; 3, arts and - 
pervisor crafts su 
ighland: 9:30, spud: 10:45 eg 
: M; 10:45, egg roll- 
ing contest; 1:30, sile 
cates nt ball; 3, relay 
Irvin: 9:30, funniest joke contest: 
10:45, soccer drills: 1:30. kj 
FL roa , kickball at 
Lebanon: 9:30, carroms tournament: 
10:45, four Square tournament; 1:30, 
pizza party; 3, frisbee tournament. — 

Marchisio: 9:30, face painting; 10:45 
war ball; 1:30, visit from Kirvin. 
Morningside: 9:30, punt, pass and 
kick contest; 10:45, arts and crafts 
Supervisor; 1:30, hen and the fox: 3 

- ot lava. a 
itt: 9:30, make paper place 

» Mm, mats; 
10:45, storytime: 1:30, dance fever 
contest; 3, Show and tell. 

West Memorial: 9:30, decorate bulle- 
tin board; 10:45, nature hike: 1:30 
field trip to Berkshire Hills. 

Wilson: 9:30, 3-legged race; 10:45 
African blind man’s bluff; 1:30, pi- 


nata ae 3, fashion show. f 


WEDNESDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, paper airplane 
making; 10:45, straw painting; 1:30, 
mock wedding; 3, twister. 

Clapp: 9:30, red_rover; 10:45, bingo; 
1:30, balloon decorating; 3, coloring 

ntest. 

Chinen: 9:30, hide-and-seek; 10:45, 
home run derby; 1:30, trip to the lake. 
Coolidge: 9:30, soccer game; 10:45, 
finger puppets; 1:30, visit from Leb- 

anon park: 3, softball vs. Lebanon 
Park. 

Crane: 9:30, dodgeball; 10:45, duck 
duck goose; 1:30, trip to the movies. 
Deming: 9:30, red rover; 10:45, bring 
your Finch day; 1:30, nature walk; 3, 


sing-along. 

Highland: 9:30, talent show; 10:45, arts 
and crafts eee 1:30, stick 

le; 3, volle ; 

Kirin: 9:30, eattion day; 10:45, soft- 
ball throw; 1:30, arts and crafts su- 
pervisor; 3, painting contest. 

Lebanon: 9:30, one on one tournament; 
10:45, wiffleball tournament; 1:30, 
horse; 3, arts and crafts supervisor. 

Marchisio: 9:30, newcome; 10:45, 
friendship bracelets; 1:30, Pictionary; 
rorningside: 9:30 test; 10:45 

Morningside: 9: o-yo contest; 10:45, 
hot potato; 1:30, ikick allat Pitt. 

Pitt: 9:30, decathlon; 10:45, drawing 


contest; 1:30, musical chairs; 3, al-- 


phabet games. 
West Memorial: 9:30, human pinball; 
10:45, pin the tail on the donkey; 1:30, 


what's in my pocket; 3, four-leaf clo- | 


ver hunt. 
Wilson: 9:30, huntsman; 10:45, people 
pass; 1:30, flying dutchman; 3, penny 
ig giv 


ae 


: -Playgroun My 
: AA att 99 / o/ : 


Allen Heights: 9:30, cartoon day; 10:40, | 
African blind man’s bluff; 1:30, sperts 
and games supervisor; 3, make 
beaded jewelry. 

Clapp: 6-30, spelling contest; 10:45, 
sports and games supervisor, 1:30, 
safari tag; 3, volleyball. 

Common: 9:30, sports and games su- 
pervisor; 10:45, silent ball; 1:30, trip 
to the lake. 

Coolidge: 9:30, sports and games su- 
pervisor; 10:45, sack race; 1:30, 
Mother, May I?; 3, swinging mara- 
thon- 

Crane: 9:30, seesaw balancing contest; 
10:45, arts and crafts supervisor, 
1:30, capture the African flag; 3, red 
rover. 

Deming: 9:30, make African jewelry ; 

10:45, African face painting; 1:30, arts 
and crafts supervisor; 3, hobby show. 

Highland: 9:30, make African flag; 
10:45, prison ball; 1:30, win, lose or 
draw; 3, arts and crafts supervisor. 

Kirvin: 9:30, straw painting; 10:45, re- 
lay races; 1:30, twister contest; 3, 
paper plate hats. 

Lebanon: 9:30, obstacle course; 10:45, 
baby picture contest; 1:30, trip to the 
lake. | 

Marchisio: 9:30, sand pictures, 10:45, 
face painting; 1:30, rain dance; 3, 
drum festival. : 

Morningside: 9:30, trip to the museum; 
1:30, tribe learning; 3, beaded brace- 
lets. 

Pitt: 9:30, I doubt it; 10:45, crab soc- 
cer; 1:30, African costume ball; 3, 
face painting. a 
West Memorial: 9:30, bring a friend; 
10:45, sports and games supervisor, 
1:30, trip to the mall. 

Wilson: 9:30, bubble-blowing contest; 
10:45, around the world; 1:30, show 
and tell; 3, sports and games super- 
visor. 


TUESDAY 

Allen Heights: 9:30, sack races; 10:45, 
parachute games; 1:30, water balloon 
toss: 3, hide and nth : 

Clapp: 9:30, arts and crafts supervisor, 
10:45. 3-legged race; 1:30, kick the 
can; 3, sports and games supervisor. 

Common: 9:30, bingo; 10:45, arts and 
crafts supervisor; 1:30, sports and 
games supervisor: 3, nature brace- 
lets. 

Coolidge: 9:30. soccer game, 10:45, 
sports and games supervisor; 1:30. - 
arts and crafts supervisor; 3, silent 
ball. 

Crane: 9:30, sports and games super- 
visor; 10:45, dodgeball: 1:30, kick the 
can; 3, arts and crafts supervisor. » 

Deming: 9:30, relay races: 10:45, pizza 
party; 1:30, trip to the lake. : 
Highland: 9:30, nature walk: 10:45, 
soccer game; 1:30, trip to the lake. 
Kirvin: 9:30. peanut hunt; 10:45. leap 
frog: 12:30, family picnic: 3. only one 
word. : 

Lebanon: 9:30, foul-shooting contest. 
10:45, cloud picture contest.’ 1:30, 
jump rope contest: 3, nature hike. 
Marchisio: 9:30. tissue paper flowers: 
10:45, paint swirl; 1:30, Simon says. 
3, my favorite day at the park was. _ 
Morningside: 9:30, penny hunt, 10:45. 
talent show: 1:30. trip to the lake. 
Pitt: 9:30, run the bases; 10:45, roll 
poli; 1:30, line soccer: 3, old maid. 


Wilson: 9:30, around the wor 10:45. 
red light: 1:30. canny 5, a 


War. 





supervisor , 
Bente 1:30, trip to the lake. 


um. 
coranior’ 9:30, Indian chief; 10:45, 


te bulletin board. 
Coolidge: 9:30, balloon animals; 10:45, 


Crane: 9:30, 


3, TV tag. 
Deming: 0 arts and crafts supervl- 


Highland: 


Getting paid, having fun 


PITTSFIELD 

n “Summertime Blues,’ Eddie Cochran 

sings, “I’m a gonna raise a fuss, I’m a 

gonna raise a holler, about a’working all 
summer just to try to earn a dollar...” 
Cochran, as. a teen, jokingly complained 
about the drawbacks of having a summer job 
— working late, working overtime, working 
too hard. 

Working in the summertime does have 
some drawbacks, like anything else. But 
teens can look for jobs in atmospheres where 
they’ll enjoy working, so summer jobs can be 
something we look forward to. 

If you have to work in the summertime, 
why not find a job you enjoy doing? Rather 
than hating going to work, picture yourself in 
the ideal job situation. Let's see: The first 
requirement for the job is clear. It would 
have to be easy. Secondly, the pay would 
have to be reasonable — possibly even good 
or high — because in the ideal job situation, 
working for ‘‘slave wages” is unimaginable. 

Third, there wouldn’t be somebody (as in 
your boss) hovering over you all day, telling 


you what to do. And, of course, being outside ! 


in the sun or even in an air-conditioned room 
is an added plus. 


Liz Stringer, a June graduate of Taconic 
High School, is one of the Spotlight colum- 
nists: this year. 


Playground y/ 
MONDAY / C Yf 
Allen Heights: 9:30, sports a 


10:45, decorate bulletin 


. 9:30, tunnel tag, 10:45, paper 
ayolane contest; 1:30, trip to the mu- 


spud; 1:30, paper plate hats; 3, deco- 


stick painting; 1:30, nature walk; 3, 


een light. 
red light, gr Se ecate bulletin board; 


10:45, football game, 1:30, 4-square, 


sor; 10:45, Chinese jumprope, 1:30, 


niature golf. 
a 9:30, eecorate bulletin 


board; 10:45, arts and crafts supervl- 


sor; 1:30, make wind chimes, 3, track Hig 


and field. 
irvin: 9:30, backwards day; Lea 
marshmallow races, 1:30, arts an 
crafts supervisor ; 3, swinging mara- 


on. 
eon: 9:30, decorate bulletin board; 
10:45, fashion show, 1:30, 4-square 
tournament; 3, arts and crafts super 
visor. 
isi ; - 10:45 
archisio: 9:30, peanut hunt; ; 
vnaKe popsicle huts, 1:30, trip to the 
lake. 
ingside: 9: t Asian 
Morningside: 9:30, learn abou 
Atires 10:45, spud; Sat dress 
up contest; 3, quiet contest. . ; 
Pitt: 9:30, origami; 10:45, Asian eer 
1:30, pick up sticks; 3, sports an 
ames supervisor. he 
West Sores 9:30, cartoon drawing; 
- 10:45, scavenger hunt; 1:30, steal the 


bacon; 3, arts and crafts supervisor. } 


Wilson: 9:30, human pinball; 10:45, 


pervisor , 1:30, 


‘sports and games su 
4g collecting contest; 3, bocc!. 


By Liz Stringer 


Special to The Eagle 


Yes, these jobs do exist and you may even 
have heard of one or two of them before. The 
first one that always pops into mind is life- 
guarding. Think of it: in the sun, paid.to 
work on your tan, Not a whole heck of alot 
to do — a lot of responsibility, but hey, we 
can handle it! So long as we don’t have to lift 
a finger! 

Kate McMahon, 16, who will be a junior at 
Taconic High School this September, foresaw 
the possibilities that summer held and wisely 
took lifesaving, CPR and first aid courses to 
become certified to do that ultimate sun job: 
lifeguarding. Although she only works out- 
side for two of her five days on the job, she 
loves it and doesn’t mind working. “‘I’d 
rather work outside five days a week,’’ Kate 
says of her job at the Pittsfield Boys’ Club’s 
Camp Russell. ‘‘But it’s not bad being inside, 
by a pool. The people I work with are fun, 

‘and I really don’t have to do a lot. If I had to 
pick, this is the kind of job I’d do.” 


Steve Fradkin, 17, who will be a freshman 
at the University of Massachusetts this fall, 
shares that sentiment about his summer job. 
Steve is employed by the city of Pittsfield 
Parks Department. Each summer, roughly 
14 parks are opened by the Department of 
Parks and Recreation and supervised by 
young adults. 

Steve is one of the park directors, who are 
there to make sure the younger kids have a 


| Playgrounds ~ 


WEDNESDAY 


Allen Heights: 9:30, egg toss, 10:45, 
arts and crafts supervisor; 1:30, 
backwards day; 3, hot potato. 

Clapp: 9:30, green day; 10:45, leap 
frog; 1:30, arts and crafts supervisor; 
3, prisonball. 

Common: 9:30, prison ball; 10:45, bub- 
blegum contest; 1:30, arts and crafts 
supervisor; 3, frisbee. a itty 

Coolidge: 9:30, tug of war; 10:45, kite 
making; 1:30, relay races, 3, arts and 
crafts supervisor. 

Crane: 9:30, the blob; 10:45, dodgeball; 
1:30, sports and games supervisor, 3, 
peanut hunt. 

Deming: 9:30, everyone wear green, 
10:45, sports and games supervisor, 
1:30, clover find; 3, puppet show. 

hland: 9:30, sports and games Su- 

pervisor; 10:45, park pick up; 1:30, 
run the bases; 3, nature walk. ; 

Kirvin: 9:30, peanut hunt; 10:45, rain- 
bow making; 1:30, trip to the lake. 

Lebanon: 9:30, spud; 10:45, four-leaf 
clover hunt; 1:30, trip to the lake. — 

Marchisio: 9:30, Irish flag making; 
10:45, shamrock hand painting; 1:30, 
shamrock making; 3, leprechaun sto- 
ries. 

Morningside: 9:30, St. Patrick’s Day; 
10:45, silent ball; 1:30, wear the most 
green contest; 3, lemonade sale. 

Pitt: 9:30, Irish flags; 10:49, shamrock 
hunt; 1:30, pot of gold hunt; 3, old 
maid. 

West Memorial: 9:30, leaky sneaker 
contest; 10:45, penny hunt; 1:30, dec- 
orate bulletin board; 3, clean up park. 

Wilson: 9:30, arts and crafts supervi- 
sor; 10:45, pictionary; 1:30, wheel- 
barrow race; 3, rock painting. yx / iS 


pleasant summer. The supervisors organize 
games and try to get kids involved. “We play 
kickball, have carom tournaments, play 
basketball, wiffleball . . . we just make sure 
everyone has fun.’’ Steve’s job lasts eight 
weeks, ending in late August. He is paid 
above minimum wage and is teamed with 
another park director to share the work 
‘Joad.” And to top it all off, Steve gets rainy 
days off . ... paid. 


Paid at a park 


“What could be more ideal than to spend 
my time at a park all day and get paid for 
it? I spend a lot of my time in parks anyway. 
This way, I’m there all day, I’m outside, and 
I’m on the payroll,” he said. 


““There’s no one telling me what to do all 
day. I’m in charge at the park, and for the 
most part, I can make the schedule of activ- 
ities. We do have a set schedule, but it 
doesn’t have to be followed strictly. So we 
don’t fall into everyday patterns, and it’s not 
boring. I enjoy doing it.” ; gf. 


But like Kate, Steve foresaw the possibility 
of a relatively easy summer and took some 
steps to ensure that he, too, would enjoy — 
being employed at the ideal summer job. So, 
the moral of the story is: Yes, those jobs are 
out there, but, as always, the early birds get 
the worm. | 


Va 50 Years Ago m 


Betty Heidel, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clifford Heidel of 10 Spaniol St. 
and Charles Burnick, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Burnick of 54 Harris 
St. Pittsfield, were chosen queen 
and king of Clapp Park, Pittsfield, 
in a baby beauty contest. One hun- 
dred twenty-five attended the event 
held at the park. Judges were Mrs. 
Major F. Fitch, Mrs. Arthur Sil- 
vernail, Mrs. William Cushman and 


_ Mrs. John White, al FES oN 
/ Playgrounds 


THURSDAY (Jewish holiday) 


Allen Heights: 9:30, baby picture con- 
test: 10:45, trip to Berkshire Hills. 

Clapp: 9:30, arts and crafts supervisor ; 
10:45, kick the can; 1:30, nature walk; 
3, sports and games supervisor. 

Common: 9:30, volleyball; 10:45, arts 
and crafts supervisor; 1:30, sports 
ie games supervisor; 3, capture the 
lag. 

Coolidge: 9:30, apple bite; 10:45 sports 
and games supervisor; 1:30, make: 
Hanukkah cards; 3, garbage hunt. 

Crane: 9:30, sports and games super- 
visor; 10:45, make a menorah; 1:30, 
the blob; 3, hot potato. 

Deming: 9:30, fingerprinting; 10:45 
spin the dreidel; 1:30, movies at El- 
leen’s. 

Highland: 9:30, home run derby; 10:45, 
leaf collages; 1:30, soccer game, 3, 
storytime. 

Kirvin: 9:30, marshmallow race; 10:45, 
cake decorating; 1:30, candy ex- 
change; 3, cat and the rat. 

Lebanon: 9:30, scavenger hunt; 10:49, 
around the world; 1:30, trip to the 
movies. 

Marchisio: 9:30, beatball; 10:45, bagel 
people; 1:30, make dreidel; 3, 3 on 3. 
Morningside: 9:30, make Jewish hats; 

10:45, bar mitzvah. 

Pitt: 9:30, field trip to the library; 1:30, 
dreidel game; 3, volleyball. 

West Memorial: 9:30, ghost in the 
graveyard; 10:45, war ball; 1:30, pic- 
nic in the park; 3, hot lava game. 

Wilson: 9:30, card tossing contest; 
10:45, wonderball; 1:30, pizza party, 


3, face painting.  =yla\ yx 





95 Years Ago a 


Fifteen thousand persons lined the 
North and Wahconah streets parade |? way 
route to witness Pittsfield’s Little | the 


World’s Fair, principle theme for ( Jongtime president 0 


| the 19th annual Mardi Gras parade,| | Babe Ruth League and a former 


| sponsored by the Department. of | football player and coach, was the 








Parks and Recreation. The most MON recini CC 
- beautiful float winner in the parade eee geste te die anna Be 


was created by ¢ il from dict AC reunion dinner at the 

Springside Park. 3 rs at og -GEAA’s clubhouse on Crane Avenue 
in Pittsfield: The plaque was given 
annually to a present or former 
Morningside resident who had con- 
tributed substantially to. Pittsfield 
sports over a period of years. 16, \9 


Joel Librizzi 


Grass sli ding 


5 5 4 4 ] n Mark 


Carlson, 8, all of Northboro. 


291 ¥ 





————— 


Joel Libriz 
PROTESTERS made their sentiments known yesterday, Hiroshima Day, at Pittsfield’s Park Square. i % ie) e 


st 4 





: s ° ° | Rees nay Joel Librizzi 
| Indian file, Indian drills 


Cross country runners from both the boys’ and girls’ teams at Pittsfield High 
School work out on the quarter-mile track at Clapp Park. They are doing Indian 


drills, which require the runner who is trailing at the end of the pack to dash to 
the front and take the lead. Q\We\ 29 








Craig F. Walker 


Winter games 


Jake and his owner, Larry Lavelle, engage in a spirited game of fetch and snowball catch at Clapp Park in Pi 


Craig F. Walker 


Daddy power 


Jerry Campagna of Pittsfield pulls his sons, Eric, 7, on top, and Nick, 3, across field after a morning of sliding on the 
_ hill at Clapp Park. - (i 21] r4 





Joel Librizzi 


Music on the Commo / 16 /¥4 


Paul Nesbit plays the autoharp for an audience of youngsters attending Arts Day on the Common 
playground. Crafts, painting and other art-related attractions were among features of the day. 


Joel Librizzi 


Huntsman and quarry 


Brandon Virgilio, 11, netted a 15-inch frog Friday during the city playground picnic at Wild Acres. 
He was among 135 youngsters who attended the annual event, played games, made crafts and ate 
a variety of refreshments. Brandon let his catch go shortly after the photo was taken. (/ f 
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PITTSFIELD — The Springside 
Greenhouse Group’s mini-flower 
show attracted more than 2,000 

ople April 2. 

P The aettip realized about $600 
from sales of potting soil and plants. 
The proceeds, along with member- 
ship dues, help defray the cost of 
heating and maintaining the green- 
house, located behind the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation 
headquarters at 874 North St. 

A raffle of rabbit-foot fern was 
won by Shari Sweetser. The pro- 
ceeds will be donated to Pittsfield 
Beautiful. ; 

Judges of the in-house plant 
competition were Sherri and Ron 
Boutard, Judy and Dennis Mareb 
and Dr. Jon Valigorsky. 

The plant categories and winners 
were: | 

Geraniums: first, Patricia LaP- 
ointe; second, Carol French; third, 
Louise Cianflone. 

Begonias: first, Mary Harrison; 
second, Waltraud Myers. 


| Flower show raises $600 


Ivies: first, Orin McCarty; sec- 
ond, LaPointe. 

Herbs: first, Janice Freeman; 
second, Mary and Paul Nash; third, 
Joan Halpin. | 

Succulent: first, Lois Tobin; sec- 
ond, David Burdick; third, Maureen 
Daust. si 

Cactus: Irene Pringle. 

Plants from bulbs, corms, tuber 
in flower: first, Harvey Sides; sec- 
ond, Rita Curley. 

Flowering plant: first, Donald 


Davis; second, Vivian Schilling; 


third, H. Sides. ) 

Foliage: first, Kathleen Gideon; 
second, Mary and Paul Nash; third, 
Dorothy Forrest. | 

Miniature bonsai: first, Harris 
Stern; second, McCarty. 

Bonsai: first, Rico Spagnulo ; 
second, H. Stern; third, McCarty. 

Fuchsias from cutting: Margery 
LaVigne. 

Ivy-leaf geranium from cutting: 
Ruth Austin. 

Boston daisy from cutting: first, 





: first, Myers, second, Peter Patricia Carey; second, Vivian 
ae eink ; Schilling. 4/441] 29 / 
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Greenhouse group 


holding plant sales 


PITTSFIELD — The Springside 
Greenhouse Group is holding two 
plant sales, one timed to Mother’s 
Day and the other to the blooming 
of the tulip beds at Springside Park. 

The Mother’s Day event is Sat- 
urday and the other Sunday, May 
21. Both will be from 10 to 4 in the 
greenhouse in back of Springside 
house on upper North Street. 

Orin McCarty is chairman of the 
sales, which will include impatiens, 
fuchsias, geraniums and many va- 
rieties of houseplants. 

Club President Patricia Pie- 
trowsky said the tulip beds — in 
which the greenhouse group’s 
members have donated and planted 
5,000 tulip bulbs — should be in full 
bloom at the time of if Second 


51484 , 


| ea re i he, i ; Leslie Noyes 
JAPANESE MOUNTAIN SCENE is adjusted by Lawrence Daoust, one of the chairmen of . 
the Springside Greenhouse Group’s Sunday open house. 


Springside Greenhouse Grou it 
will hold annual open house 


PITTSFIELD — The Springside Kathy Bethka. The old favorites will 
Greenhouse Group is holding its include the herb garden by Elvira 
annual open house Sunday from 10 Teranova and a bonsai display by 
a.m. to 4 p.m., with ‘‘A Secret Gar- Orin McCarty. 
den”’ as this year’s theme. Teranova and David Burdick will 

There are some exciting innova- be in charge of an in-house plant 
tions this year under the chairmen- competition. Burdick and other area 
ship of Patricia LaPointe and Law- horticulturists will be plant judges. 
rence Daoust, according to Presi- The winning plants will be on dis- 
dent Patricia Petrowsky. The main _ play at the open house. 
display will be a fountain rising McCarty and Donald Davis will be 
from a natural-shaped pool. The chairmen of the plant sale. There 
area around the pool will be land- will be many varieties of plants that 
scaped with grass that has been have been grown by the members. 
grown in the greenhouse. The dis- © Bags of potting soil will also be on 
play was designed and built by the. sale. A few choice plants will be | 
co-chairmen and their committee. raffled, and proceeds will be do- 

One of the new displays is a Vic- nated to Pittsfield Beautiful. 
torian kitchen garden designed by Refreshments will be under the 
LaPointe. Daoust will have a Ja- direction of Mr. and’ Mrs. Paul 
panese mountain scene, :and there Nash. 
will be a desert garden designed by A preview gala will be held Sat- 
Theresa Lewis, a new associate urday from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Walt- 
member, and Marita Curley and raud Myers and Kathleen Gidion 


will be in charge of arrangements 
for the affair, which will be by invi- 
tation only. 

The members have been busy 
during the past season repairing 
and maintaining the greenhouse. 
The largest expenditure of money, 
approximately $5,000 underwritten 
by the club, was for a new Lexan sale. : 
Thermoclear roof. All the carpentry 
work is under the supervision of 
William Loucks. Mary Harrison is 
p> icity chairman. 
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Learning to skate 


Bridget Risley of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club Boys’ Club. The Christmas vacation lessons will run 
lends support to youngster taking skating lesson at the through Friday. 





ye Bousquet to host Pittsfield City Ski Meet Saturday 


SKIING: The annual Pittsfield 
City Ski Meet, sponsored by the 
Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department of Parks and Recre- 


ation, will be Saturday starting at 10 


at Bousquet Ski Area. 

The event is open to junior skiers 
who live in Pittsfield and the 
neighboring towns of Dalton, Lenox, 
Hancock, Lanesboro, Richmond and 
Washington. The race will be ‘an 
easy giant slalom with the best time 


of one run determining the winners. 
- Classes will be Eastern or non- 
Eastern ages 8 and under; ages 9- 
11, 12-14, and 15-17,. with awards 
presented to first-, second- and 
third-place finishers in each age 
category for both boys and girls. 
Entry blanks, which must be 
signed by a parent or guardian, are 
available at the Department of 
Parks and Recreation office in the 
Springside House, 874 North St., and 


" City Ski Meet highlights 


busy sports calendar today 


The annual Pittsfield City Ski Meet and a full slate of high school and 
college activity fill today’s Berkshire County sports calendar. 

The City Ski Meet, an event of the Pittsfield Winter Carnival, is scheduled 
for 10 a.m. at Bousquet. The event is open to skiers ages 17 and under from 
Pittsfield, Dalton, Lanesboro, Lenox, Hancock, Washington and Richmond. 
It will be a one-run giant slalom, and registration will be accepted up to 
race time. oe 
Tonight at the Boys’ Club, the Pittsfield Figure Skating Club will host its 
final “Fantasy on Ice’ programs at 5 and 8. Doug Mattis, the 1985 U-S. 
Junior champion, headlines the shows. Admission is $4 at the door. 


at Bousquet’s. Entries will be ac- 
cepted up to race time at the ski 


area. 


Rae of 


Winter sports board 
to meet this evening 


PITTSFIELD — Progress reports 
on plans for events for the 44th 
annual Winter Carnival will be 
given when the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee meets tonight at 
7:30 at Springside House, 874 North 
St. | 

Patricia Peaslee, one of the 
event’s organizers, said the com- 
mittee is seeking volunteers to help 
with the various events, which are 


scheduled from this weekend until 


Feb. 26. 


[- — 


Park Department’s sled races at 
Clapp Park in Pittsfield were Mary 
Biagini, Laura Ketchum, Kathy and 
Mark Hickey, Robert Maloney and 


f Trophy winners in the Pittsfield | 


Toboggan races 


are postponed 


PITTSFIELD — The toboggan 
races originally scheduled for | 
Sunday as part of the Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival have been post- 
poned until Feb. 19 because of the 
lack of snow at Osceola Park. 


Patricia Peaslee of the Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee, which 
sponsors the annual carnival, said 
that the toboggan races are merely 
the latest of several activities that 
have had to be postponed. 


Only the indoor speed skating 


Today’s high school calendar features hockey, wrestling and cross James Harrison, who captured top event, scheduled for Feb. 26, is still 


country skiing. honors in their divisions. Medals on schedule as originally planned. 

The hockey games include South Glens Falls (N.Y.) vs. Drury at 4 at the went to second and third place wins. That is because it is not subject to 
Vietnam Veterans Rink in North Adams and Taconic vs. Mount Greylock at ) MPVIN . pe THRAHeS et eee 
7:30 at the Lansing Chapman Rink in Williamstown. is ~/ (© / "i 4 

The wrestling spotlight will be on Great Barrington, where Monument 
Mountain and Mount Everett will each face Drury and Mount Greylock at 
Monument Mountain beginning at 1:30. Unbeaten Monument can clinch a 
tie for the league title with two wins today. 

Berkshire County cross country skiers will also be back in action after a 
snowless two-week hiatus, competing this morning at 9:30 at Prospect 
Mountain in Woodford, Vt. Only one race has been held so far this season. 

There will be five area college basketball games today, with North 
Adams State visiting Fitchburg State (the women at 2, the men at 4), the 
Bowdoin men at Williams at 4, the Williams women at the Connecticut 
Sy Toirnament at 7 and the BCC men at home at 6 against Northern 

SSex. | 

In college hockey, Williams hosts Colby at 2 at the Lansing Chapman 
Rink and North Adams State hosts Framingham State at 7:30 at the 
Vietnam Veterans Rink, A2INEF | 
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Winter Sports ice trials,\3\6* 
slated today, tomorrow 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee will hold 
its 29th annual ice trials tomorrow 


d. The 
0 won 
after 
Sunday 
day in 


Department. Borings showed that 
the ice is now between 10 and 16 
inches thick. 


? 


turday in wheel-dri 


litz, N.Y., 
rear-drive 


’s winner, 
dded tires in 


25.28 

Sa 

f Lenox took 
-drive, uns- 


and Sunday on Onota Lake. 

The event is an exercise of driv- 
ing skills on ice and consists of a 
course, approximately 1 mile long, 
defined on the lake by rubber cones 
‘or pylons. Entrants drive the 
course, and those with the fastest 
times in each of several vehicle 
classes are awarded trophies. 

Entry is open to all licensed driv- 
ers and vehicles. Seat belts and 
helmets are required, and a fee will 
be charged. Registration will be at 
- 9:30 each day at the Controy Pavil- 
ion in Burbank Park off Valentine 
Road. Timed runs start at 11 each 
day. Event chairman is Clark W. 
Nicholls of Lee. 

‘The ice in the area of the race 
was tested Thursday by Anthony 
Stracuzzi, foreman of the Parks 


However, Vincent J. Hebert, su- 
perintendent of the Parks Depart- 
ment, stressed that vehicles should 
not be on the ice except “in the 
vicinity of the trials. Some sections 
of the lake still are not safe for 
automobiles, Hebert said. Other 
lakes and ponds have not been 
tested at all and should be consid- 
ered unsafe, he said. 


Observing the ice tests with 
Stracuzzi and Hebert were Roger 
Sloper, chairman of the Park 
Commission, and James J. Riddle, 
acting city engineer and chairman 
of the Conservation Commission. 


The Winter Sports Committee, 
sponsor of the ice trials, is an all- 
volunteer organization operating 
under the Parks Department. 
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Carrie Farrell 
crowned queen 


PITTSFIELD — The 1989 winter carnival queen is Carrie Farrell 
of 72 Toronita Ave. She was crowned at last evening’s Coronation 
Ball at the Itam Lodge. 

The ball was sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee 
of the Department of Parks and Recreation as part of its 44th annual 
Winter Carnival. 

The 1988 queen, Pamela Warren, erowned her successor. The 1989 
queen is the daughter of Debra Glander and Christopher Farrell. 
Her escort was Robert Powers, and she was attired in blue and 
white taffeta. Farrell, a student at Taconic High School, will receive 
$100 from the Winter Sports Committee in addition to other gifts 


donated by local businesses, merchants and banks. 


Lady-in-waiting | 

Selected as lady-in-waiting was Alisa Fabino of 237 South St. She is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Fabino and was crowned by 
last year’s lady-in-waiting, Crimson Huxtable. She was sponsored by 
James A. Fabino Construction. | 

She was wearing a forest green velvet and taffeta gown and was 
escorted by Frank Sowalsky. Fabino will receive $50 from the 
committee in addition to other gifts. She is a student at Pittsfield 
High School. 


Fabino was also this year’s top winter-carnival button seller. For . 


selling 2,530 buttons, she received a $100 prize. 

Chosen Miss Congeniality was Tanya Wildman, a student at 
Pittsfield High. She is the granddaughter of Theresa Gerwaski of 38 
Garden St. ae 

In all, 16,273 winter carnival buttons were sold by the 13 queen 
contestants. The profit from the sale of buttons, along with money 
raised through the annual winter sports equipment sale, defray the 


expenses of the Pittsfield Winter Carnival and also assist winter . 


sport competitors and organizations to further their efforts in 
competition outside the area. | 
All contestants received gifts donated by local merchants banks 
and the Winter Sports Committee. a) / | y } g Q 


ne 


Winter sports board “ 
will discuss carnival 


PITTSFIELD — The Winter. 
Sports Committee of the city’s De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
will meet tomorrow to discuss plans 
for the 45th annual Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival. 

Chairman Gail Garner said the 
meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Springside House. 

The future of the committee will 
also be discussed. Committee 
members are concerned .about the 
lack of new volunteers to assist with 
Winter Carnival activities, the in- 
creased area competition with the 
annual. winter sports equipment 
sale, what they consider the lack of 
support from local schools for the 
committee’s button-design contest, 
a decline in contributions by local 
merchants to the carnival’s queen 
contest and the difficulty in obtain- 
ing entrants for the queen contest. 

1 [2e/ 4 y” 
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Carnival Queen contest begin 


PITTSFIELD —. Thirteen. young 
women will be vying for the title of 
Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen 
when the queen’s contest begins to- 
night with a dinner for the contes- 
tants and their mothers at Giov- 
anni’s Restaurant. The contest is 
part of the 44th annual winter car- 
nival sponsored by the Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department: of Parks and Recre- 
ation. 

In order to be eligible for the 
judging for winter-carnival queen 
and lady in waiting, each contestant 
must sell a minimum of 1,000 winter 
carnival buttons. Judging will be 
held on Feb. 17, prior to the winter 
carnival ball at the Itam lodge. The 
queen and lady-in-waiting will be 
selected on their poise, appearance, 
personality, expression and under- 
standing of the winter carnival ac- 
tivities. 

The sale of winter-carnival but- 
tons is a separate contest and has 
no bearing on the judging of the 
queen or lady in waiting. The girl 
Selling the most _ winter-carnival 
buttons will receive a special award 
as will the queen and lady in wait- 
ing. In addition, the contestants will 
choose a Miss Congeniality, accord- 
ing to Mrs. Philip Delmolino, con- 
test chairman. 

This year’s contestants are as fol- 
lows: 

Tammy L. Armstrong, 17, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. James Arms- 
trong of 104 Brombach St., is a 
junior at Taconic High School. She 
performs secretarial work in the 
high school’s office and does baby- 
sitting after school. Her interests 
include skiing and ice skating and 
she is a former member of the 
Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club. 
She would like to attend college to 
become an emergency medical 
technician. 

Amy E. Butterworth, 17, daughter 


of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Butterworth - 


of 50 Glenn Drive, is a senior at 
Pittsfield High School. She has vol- 
unteered as a candy striper at 
Berkshire Medical Center and has 
been a catechism aide at St. Char- 
les’ Church. Her interests include 
swimming and softball and she was 
awarded the Sportsmanship Award 
at the high school. She would like to 
attend college to study business 
administration. Berkshire Graphics 
Inc. is Miss Butterworth’s sponsor. 
Candice A. Cimini, 17, daughter of 
Ms. Barbara Cimini of 1321 North 
St., 1s a senior at Pittsfield High 
School, She formerly worked part- 
time at Kinney Shoes and the Pitts- 
field Cinema Center. She is involved 
in Junior Achievement and enjoys 
painting, running and ‘bowling. She 


where she is involved in the drama ~ 


club, chorus and volunteers for the 
Special Olympics. Her hobbies are 


biking, drama and singing. After - 


high school, she would like to attend 
college and then enter the Peace 
Corps. 

Alisa M. Fabino, 17, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James Fabino of 237 
South St., is a junior at Pittsfield 
High School. She enjoys skiing and 
models in local fashion shows. A 
Bible camp councilor, she would 
like to study child physiology at 
college. 

Carrie A. Farrell, 17, daughter of 
Ms. Debra Glander of 72 Toronita 
Ave. and Christopher Farrell of 
Lincoln, is a senior at Taconic High 
School. She is employed part-time 
at Mount Greylock Nursing Home 
as a dietary aide and has been a 
cheerleader and a student at 
LaFemmina School of Modeling. 
Miss Farrell would like to pursue a 
nursing career after high school. 
She is being sponsored by B&G 
Restaurant Supplies. 

Marilyn E. Greb, 17, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. David Greb of Com- 
monwealth Avenue, Hinsdale, is a 
senior at Wahconah Regional High 
School. She is captain of her 
school’s cross-country team and 
was selected a member of the 
Western Massachusetts cross- 
country team. She is also on the 
school newspaper staff and the 
yearbook committee and wants to 
study music and art at college. She 
works part-time at K-Mart. 


% * f 


Jennifer Hayes, 17, daughter of 
Ms. Deborah Hayes of 765 Pecks 
Road and Patrick Hayes of 21 
Hoover St., is a senior at Taconic 
High School and is employed part- 
time aS a waitress at the Itam 
lodge. She is a member of the Peer 
Resource Team at Taconic and en- 
joys skiing, swimming and dancing. 
She would like to attend college for 
a degree in education. 

Holly M. Hanford, 17, daughter of 
Ms. Carol Hanford of 120 Bossidy 
Drive and John Hanford of 111 
Brown St., is a senior at Pittsfield 
High School where she is involved in 
the co-op program. Her interests 
include softball and swimming. Af- 
ter graduation, she hopes to attend 
college. She formerly worked part- 
time at Bagels, Too. 

Alicia Henry, 17, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Henry of 29 Har- 
old St., is a senior at Pittsfield High 
school where she is president of her 
class, is a homeroom rep- 
resentative, and a member of the 
student council and Students 


would like to study graphic com- s 


munications after high school. 
Georgie Anna Edgecomb, 18, 


daughter of Ms. Nancy Edgecomb | 


of Hinsdale, is a senior at Wahconah 
& Regional High School, Dalton, 


s° 


Against Drunk Driving. Miss Henry 
is also an elementary catechism 
teacher, and is wants to study sec- 
ondary education in college. She is 
being sponsored by the Pittsfield 
Fire Department. 

Desiree L. Olesiuk, 18, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Enrico A. Car- 
nevale of 222 Appleton Ave., is a - 
senior at Pittsfield High School. She 
works part-time at Steigers and en- 
joys singing, ice skating and gym- 
nastics. At school she is on the 
yearbook committee, is a member 
of the French Club and Students 
Against Drunk Driving. She would 
like to attend college to become a 
buyer for department stores. She is 
being sponsored by Sheaffer Eaton. 


Laura Turner, 18, is the daughter 
of Ms. Katheryn Murray of 47 South 
Merriam St. She is a 1988 graduate 
of Pittsfield High School and is em- 
ployed at the Dakota Restaurant. 
While in high school she was a 
cheerleader, member of the prom 
and dance committees and of Prot- 
eus, the drama club. Her interests 
include swimming, acting and aer- 
obics. She is currently taking selec- 
tive studies at Berkshire Commu- 
nity College where she is a member 
of the BCC Players. 


Tanya M. Wildman, 17, grand- 
daughter of Ms. Theresa Gerwaski, 
her legal guardian, and daughter of 
Ms. Sandra Wildman of West Den- 
nis and Thomas Wildman of Brews- 
ter, N.Y., is a senior in the cosme- 
tology program at Pittsfield High 
School and is a member of the 


‘Cosmetology Association. A_part- 


time worker at Dunkin’ Donuts, — 


Miss Wildman is a member of the ° 


Polish Falcon drill and dance class. 
Her hobbies are swimming and — 
dancing and she would like to study 
child physiology after high school. 
She is being sponsored by Dunkin’ 


Donuts. | / 2.0 | 9 Z 





The winning button design 


Steven Allessio is winner 
of carnival design contest 


PITTSFIELD — Steven Allessio, a junior at St. Joseph’s High School, is 

| - the overall winner of the annual button design contest sponsored by the 
Park Department’s winter sports committee. 

Allessio’s design shows a child and his dog sliding down a hill ona sled. It 
will appear on the 45th Annual Winter Carnival buttons that will be sold by 
the carnival queen contestants starting in the middle of January. 

Allessio,. who has won his grade division twice in the past, will receive a 
$50 gift certificate at a local store of his choosing. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lawrence Allessio of 24 Greenings Ave. 

Winner of the grades 9 through 12 division was Jimmy D’Aniello, a grade 
10 student at Pittsfield High School. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Dante 
D’Aniello of 19 Williams Street. 

Jennifer St. John was the winner of the grades 6 through 8 division. She is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis St. John and is an eighth grade 
student at Herberg Middle School. 

Winner in the grade 3 through 5 division was Thomas Watson. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. William Watson of 111 Lucia Drive and is a third grade 
student at Williams School. 

Elizabeth Rogers, a second grade student at Highland School, was winner 
| of the grade one and two divisions. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
_ Arthur Rogers of 11 Reynolds Ave. 

Division winners will receive a $25 gift certificate at a local stores. Each 
| contestant who entered the contest will receive a participant patch. The 
| winning designs will appear in the window of My Teacher’s Closet at 156 
_ North St. 
| Awards will be presented at the next meeting of the winter sports 
' committee on Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 7:30 p.m. at Springside House. } 4 (2\S4 | 
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| Winter sports panel 


No winter 
sports sale 
this year 


PITTSFIELD — Discouraged by 
lack of volunteers and by declining 
profits, the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee has voted to eliminate 
the 36-year-old winter-sports- 
equipment sale from its 1989-90 cal- 
endar of events. 

The committee reported that 
finding volunteers for the popular 
event has become increasingly dif- 
ficult in recent years, and that the 
sale has become less profitable. The 
sale raises funds to support the an- 
nual Pittsfield Winter Carnival and 
to provide aid for athletes and or- 
ganizations engaged in winter 
sports. 

The winter-sports-equipment sale 
was set up in 1953 to encourage 
people to participate in winter 
sports at a small cost and also pro- 
vide peole who had outgrown their 
equipment with an outlet for selling 
it. 

The committee said in a press 
release that it feels this service is 
perhaps no longer needed because 
of other similar sales and because 
sports-equipment packages can be 
obtained in local stores. 

Meanwhile, the committee, which 
operates under the auspices of the 
city Department of Parks and Rec- 
reation plans to continue with other 
traditional Winter Carnival events 
this year and is in hopes that more 
young women will volunteer to par- 
ticipate in the Winter Carnival 
queen contest and that the public 
will support the Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival by buying more carnival 
buttons. 

The committee said that sale of 
Winter Carnival buttons will be its 
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| Winter sports 


p.m. at Springs! 


‘No winter sports sale 


Continued from Page B1 
| only fund-raising event this year. 
The committee said that it needs 
‘More volunteers and more public 
financial support if the Winter Car- 
| nival is to continue in future years. 
| The following is a list of carnival 
events for the 1989-90 season: 
__ © The button design contest, which 
Is currently going on and will close 
e Dec: 1. 
__ ©The queen contest, which will 
begin Jan. 19 with a kick-off dinner. 
Queen contestants will begin selling 
Winter Carnival buttons at that 
time. The contest will close Jan. 12. 
| ¢ The Berkshire Hills Long Track 
Championships, which. will be held 
Jan. 20 and 21 on Onota Lake at 
Burbank Park. 
| © The City Ski Meet, which will be 
~;held Jan. 27 at the Bousquet Ski 
| Area. 7 
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¢ Family Day, consisting of slid- 
ing and skating races, ice fishing 
derby, snow sculpture contest, hay | 
rides, hot air balloon rides and a | 


golf-on-ice tournament: It will be 

held Jan. 28 at Burbank Park. | 
¢ Ice Trails, which will be held on 

Onota Lake on Feb. 3 and 4. | 
¢The Winter Carnival Queen’s | 


Coronation Ball, Feb. 16 at the Itam_ 


Lodge. 


¢The Pittsfield Short Track | 


Championships, Feb. 18 at the Vi- | 
etnam Memorial Skating Rink in | 


North Adams. 


e Toboggan races, which will be 
held when there is a_ sufficient | 


snowfall. 


The committee, seeking volun- | 
teers, said that anyone interested in | 


assisting with the Winter Carnival 
may call any member of the Winter 
Sports Committee or the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation or 
attend the committee’s next meet- 
ing on Wednesday, Dec. 6, at 7:30 
p.m. at Springside House at 874 
North St. ;; | 24 ¥4 f 


to meet tomorrow 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation will meet tomorrow night at 
7:30 at the Springside House at 374 
North St. 

_ Awards will be presented to the 
winners of the button design contest 
by the winter carnival queen, Carrie 

' Farrell. 

The carnival queen contest will 
also be discussed. Applications are 

- available to single girls 17 through 
21 years of age at the Department 
of Parks and Recreation office, 874 
North St. The deadline for filing : 

| re . “on 2. Additional The winner | | | 
_ information about t “ sani : i i 

| be obtained by Deion Maal Steven Allessio, a St. Joseph’s High School junior, displays the design that will be used on 
ay chairman, Pamela Bertoldi Del- the 45th annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival buttons. Allessio, the winner of a contest 
i molino of Maple Grove Drive. Hh | sponsored by the Parks Department’s Winter Sports Committee, was presented last night 
NUE ENE RTI SALE A ; with the top prize, a $50 gift certificate. _ J212) | XY 
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Thirteen contestants v 
Winter Carnival Queen p 


lady-in-waiting 


lyn Greb, 
Hayes and Carrie Farrel]. 


Winter carnival | 


events changed 


PITTSFIELD — The major event 
of the Pittsfield Winter Carnival, 
Family Day, has been postponed 
until Monday, Feb, 20. 

he winter sports committee of | 
he Department of Parks and Rec- 
reation has cancelled two of the 
three carnival events scheduled for 
this weekend because of the dan- 


gerous ice conditions on Onota. 
Lake. 


The city ski meet is the only car-. 
nival event remaining. It will be 
held on Saturday at the Bousquet 

ki Area starting at 10 a.m. i : 

The Berkshire Hills Outdoor 
Speed Skating Championships have: 
been. cancelled rather than post- 
poned, as there is no available date’ 
10F this event to be rescheduled in 
the 1988-1989 season. //2Qé¢ 19 | 
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Carnival Queen’s \ 
coronation ball 


is Feb. 17 


PITTSFIELD — The annual 
Winter Carnival Queen’s Coronation 
Ball will be Feb. 17 at the Itam 
lodge with Ms. Sheryl Garner- 
Gorton serving as chairman. Danc- 
ing will be from 9:30 to 12:30 to the 
music of ‘‘Real Sound.” 

Tickets are $7 per couple. Table 
reservations may be made by call- 
ing Ms. Garner-Gorton at 539 Onota 
St. after 6 p.m. Tables will seat 10 
people and tickets are available at 
the parks and recreation depart- 
ment office in the Springside House 
and from the chairman. 

The ball, sponsored by the Pitts- 
field Winter Sports Committee Inc. 
of the parks and recreation de- 
partment, is the culmination of the 
annual queen’s contest, which this 
year has been running since Jan. 20. 
Queen contestants are required to 
sell 1,000 Winter Carniva] buttons 
during the three: weeks of button 
Selling. A panel of three judges se- 
lects the queen and lady -inayaiting. j 


Back row, Candice Cimini, Desiree Olesiuk Alisa 
Fabino, 1988 Winter Carnival] ueen Pamela Warren, 
aren hbe 


Crimson Huxtable Tanya Wild- 
gecomb, Tammy Armstrong and 


25 [97 


Fred Garner ene 
is ball MC 2\\\ 8 \ 


PITTSFIELD — Fred P. Garner 
will serve as master of ceremonies 
at the Winter Carnival Queen’s 
Coronation Ball on Friday at the 
Itam lodge. . 

“Real Sound”’ will provide music 
for dancing from 9:30 to 12:30. 
Tickets, $7 a couple, are available 
at the door orgfrom Ms. Sheryl 
Garner-Gorton, ball chairman. 
‘Reservations are suggested. Tables 
will seat 10. 

Mr. Garner is a past chairman of 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee and is involved in Pittsfield 
community activities. He works at 
GE ordnance and the Department of 
Parks and Recreation. A father of 
eight children, Mr. Garner lives at 
92 Holmes Road with his wife, Gail, 

The ball is sponsored by the 
Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee 
Inc. of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation as part of the 44th ‘an- 
nual Pittsfield Winter Carnival. 





SPEED SKATING POSTPONED: | 
The Berkshire Hills Outdoor Speed 
Skating Championships scheduled 
for tomorrow at Burbank Park, 
Onota Lake, have been postponed | 
until Saturday, Jan. 28, because of 
the unseasonably warm weather. 

The competition is sponsored by 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- | 
mittee of the Department of Parks, | 


- and Recreation. j / al | 34 


Sunset glide Leslie Noyes 


Mary Lou DiNicola, left : , $ 
, left, and Alex Goguen, both of Pittsfield, enjoy a (RQ ‘g 8 


skate on Onota Lake at Pittsfield Parks Department’s Speed Skating Club. Co 
sunset The Uist | 
yesterday. The two are members of the eee Rintmetaatare Sees ting Club. Conditions for skat 


ing 0 
g on lakes is unusually good this year because little snow has fallen 


2 sella 

a Solitary shoveler eo ee 

ee uater ex Goguen yesterday shoveled snow off Onot 
ost 2 inches . of snow fell Wednesday night. Winter 


Carnival skating races sch 
eduled f | 
poned to Jan. 28 because of the Chae Meee Soe 


" 
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Carnival queen judges listed 


PITTSFIELD — Judges in the 
Winter Carnival queen contest 
Friday night were Barbara A. 
Rohan of Ware, Brian R. Elliot of 
Northampton and Patrick J. 
O'Connor of Londonderry, Vt. 

They chose Carrie Farrell of 72 
Toronita Ave, as the queen. 

Rohan, the former Barbara A. 
Sturgeon of Pittsfield, is a graduate 
of St. Joseph’s High School and the 
Henry W. Bishop school of nursing 


Ice Trials postponed 


Yai} | 


a 


in Pittsfield. She holds a master of 
education degree in administration 
from Antioch University in North- 
ampton. She is executive director of 
Ludlow Hospital and president and 
owner of Texas Re-Hab & Sports 
Medicine Inc. in Austin, Texas. 

Elliott is park superintendent at 
Look Park in Northampton. He is a 
graduate of Cornwall Academy and 
Berkshire Community College and 
has a bachelor of science degree in 
park administration from the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts and a 
master of education degree in 
community and outdoor recreation 
from Springfield College. 

O’Connor was born in Pittsfield 
and graduated from Pittsfield. High 
School and the University of Mas- 
sachusetts. He operated several 
country clubs in Connecticut before 
moving to Vermont five years ago 
to become general manager of 
Magic Mountain in Londonderry. 


SPEED SKATING? Seve bffi- 
cials of the Pittsfield Parks Speed 
Skating Club took part in the 1989: 
World Speed Skating Championship 
for Lakes last weekend in Lake 
Placid, N.Y. They included chief 
judge Carl Peaslee, chiefs of proto- 
col Pat Peaslee and Mary Smith 
and timers Penny and Tom Angel- 
ini, Bruce Clairmont and Gail and 


Fred Garner. 


° ae 


«= SPEED SKATING: In novice 
NO competition at the Pittsfield Short 
scheduled for today and tomorrow Track Speed Skating Championships 
at the Controy Pavilion at Onota “~ jast weekend in North Adams, top 5, 
_ Lake have been postponed to Sat- d& Pittsfield Parks finishers included SPEED SKATING: The Pittsfield 
urday and Sunday, March 4 and 5, ~~ Danny Beach, who was second in Parks Speed Skating Club will have 
according to Clark Nicholls, chair- CQ the 111 and 333 and third in the 222, 


PITTSFIELD — The Ice Trials | 


man and president of the Berkshire 
Motor Sports Club. 


The club is running the Ice Trials | 


as part of the Pittsfield Winter 
Carnival, sponsored by the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation. 
More information concerning the 
Ice Trials can be obtained by cal- 
ling Nicholls at 21 Hartwood Road 


in Lee. a JASE F 


and Sam Canfield, who won the 333 
and was third in the 111. Meghan 
Canfield was fourth in the 444 in the 
irls’ midget class. 
on a een meet at West Point, 
N.Y., pony boy Jimmy Farry of the 
Pittsfield club was third in the 444 
and fourth in the 111, 222 and 333. 


* ste a 


an organizational meeting tomorrow 
night at 7 at the Springside House at 


874 North St. in Pittsfield. 


New and current members are 


urged to attend the meeting. The 
club consists of all ages, regardless 
of the individual’s ability to skate, 
and skates are available for rent to 
new members. For more informa- 


tion, contact Mrs. Carl Peaslee of 
Pittsfield. (0/3/74 A 


€ 
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North Adams rink to hosts 
speed skating races Sunday — 


_ The Pittsfield Short Track Indoor Speed Skating Championships, the final 


event of the 44th Pittsfield Winter Carnival, have been scheduled for 
Sunday at the Vietnam Veterans Rink in North Adams. 

Competition is scheduled to begin at noon, chairman Carl] Peaslee 
announced. Registered skaters and novice skaters will participate in races 
ranging from a 111-meter event for peewees to a 3,000-meter event for the 
senior classes. 

The event is open to the public, and admission is free. 


/ 


Recent competition 


_ Members of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club had top finishes in 
recent competition at West Point, N.Y., and in Quebec. 


At the O’Keefe International competiyion in Quebec, 68-year-old Alex — 


Goguen of Pittsfield beat longtime rival Joe Dauphinais to sweep the 500, 
1,000, 1,500 and 3,000 and win the 60-and-over age group. Arthur Ruff of 
Pittsfield took the bronze medal in the 40-49 age group by placing fifth in 
the:500 and third in the 1,000, 1,500 and 3,000. 


At the New York State Short Track Championships at West Point, 
Pittsfield skaters competed in six divisions. In the juvenile girls’ class, , 
Missey Vilot was second overall with second-place finishes in the 333-, 500-, — 


777- and 1,000-meter races and Robin Canfield was third overall with third- 
place finishes in the 333, 5,000 and 1,000. 

Pony girl Amy Stowe won the novice title by winning the 111, 222 and 333: 
Pony girl Mary Parkman was fourth in her division with a third in the 333 
and fourths in the 111, 222 and 444; peewee girl Kate Farry, second overall, 
first in the 333 andsecond, 111 and 222; masters man Jeff Parkman, fourth 


overall, second in the 1,500 and fourth, 500 and 1,000, and junior boy | 


Richard Rouse, fourth overall, third in the 1,000 and fourth in the 777. 


Skating lessons 
offered to beginners 


PITTSFIELD — Skating lessons 

for beginners will be offered during 
Christmas vacation at the Boys’ 
Club. 
_ Lessons, for youngsters. through 
Grade 8, are given by the Pittsfield 
Parks Speed Skating Club, in con- 
junction with the city’s Department 
of Parks and Recreation. 

Hour-long sessions will be Dec. 26 
through 29 at 11:45 a.m. 

Registration will be Dec. 13 from 
6:30 to 7:15 p.m. at Springside 
House, 874 North St. The fee is $8. 
Additional information is available 
from Patricia Peaslee, 116 Shore 
Drive. ;2I7is 





City ’s baseball door 
may be open again 


Mets’ official will visit today _ 
in wake of Little Falls snags. 


By Ray. Lamont 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Last month, the city of Pittsfield bade farewell to professional 
baseball when its franchise owner, Stuart Revo, left for Will- 
iamsport, Pa. Now, it seems the door may be open for the city to 
obtain a new team for the coming season. 3 

In the wake of lease problems with the city of Little Falls, N.Y. 
Dalton businessman Michael Casey, president of the Little Falls 
Mets of the Class A New-York-Penn League, is exploring the 
possibility of moving his team to Pittsfield. And the New York Mets 
director of minor league operations will be visiting Pittsfield today, - 
the Eagle has learned. . oe 

Jerry Hunsicker, the newly appointed head of the Mets’ minor- 
league organization, will tour Wahconah Park this morning and is 
tentatively scheduled to meet this afternoon with Mayor Ann Ever- 
est Wojtkowski. ‘ 

“But ’m only coming at the request of Mr. Casey, to meet with 
him, and to talk about the situation in the event we did decide to 
move,” Hunsicker said by telephone from New York yesterday. “To 
read anything more into this, or to jump to any conclusions 
whatsoever, would be absolutely going down the wrong path. We are 
in very, very preliminary stages. I understand Mike has some 
concerns about Little Falls, and I want to meet with him to discuss 


those concerns. ” 


Lease changes 


Casey, who co-owns the Little Falls franchise along with Pittsfield 
residents Francis Devanny and Richard Murphy, said he has sentia 
letter to the National Association of Professional Leagues regarding 
a possible move, and has requested a meeting of the New. York- 
Penn League to discuss the matter. Casey signed a lease with Little 
Falls for the 1989 season in October, but he claims the lease copy 
returned to him-includes changes he had not agreed to. 

“They've added some dates whereby the lease would carry 
through next December,” Casey said. “Our previous lease only went 
through September, and we did not agree to anything differently. 
We did not sign a lease through the full year, and would not have 
signed it if it were in there.” 7 Sas 

A December expiration date to the one-year lease could’ prevent 
Casey and his partners from exploring a move after the end of the 

.1989 season... eae 

~, Casey said the town also failed to return its signed copy of the 
~ Jease to him until Dec. 13, meaning the club owners missed a 
' November application deadline to the New York state licensing 
board to sell beer at next season’s games. 

- » “The city [Little Falls] assured us that was no problem, yet we 
then received a notification from the licensing board that our 
application was in default,” Casey said. 


Null and void? | 
ibe. Casey has notified the city of Little Falls that he feels the signed 
~~ Yease is now. null and void, but Little Falls Mayor Michael Izzo, 
~. whose-city of some. 6,400 is the smallest in professional baseball, 
disputes Casey’s charges. : | 
“He agreed to those dates [through December], 1zz0 sald yes- 
terday. ‘And the thing about the beer.is not a big problem. It's not 
that difficult, and doesn’t take that long, to get a liquor license'from 
the state of New York. I honestly don’t know where that’s coming 
from. | | 
“All I know is that I’ve got a signed lease here from Michael 
Casey for 1989,” Izzo added. “I think he’s just looking for reasons to 
back out of the deal, and I’m very upset about that.” eas 
| Ear 87 
Door open for pro baseball 
Continued on Page D2 


Door open for pro baseball 


Continued from Page D1 


Casey, who said he has received a 
legal opinion backing his stand on 
the issue, said he has been “‘inves- 
tigating alternatives’ to Little 
Falls. ‘And when Pittsfield opened 
up, it became a real alternative,” 
he said. 

Pittsfield served as home to the 
Chicago Cubs’ Class AA franchise 


- for the last four seasons, but the 


Cubs withdrew their player- 
development contract with fran- 
chise owner Revo in September. 
After an often-heated three months 


of negotiations with the city, Revo: 


announced Dec. 16 that his.club, to 
be affiliated with the Seattle Mari- 
ners, would play next season in 
Williamsport. | 
Casey’s franchise was the one city 
officials felt might be an alternative 
to the Revo-owned club when nego- 
tiations for a lease on Wahconah 
Park began in September. At a 


meeting Sept. 14, City Councilor 
Peter G. Arlos said he felt the city 
should put the park ‘‘out to bid’’ in 
an effort to attract another fran- 
chise. Under territorial rules of the 


National Association, however, 
Casey and his group could not even 
express an interest in coming to 
Pittsfield as long as Revo’s fran- 
chise was anchored here. 


Arlos said yesterday that he feels 
the ‘City Council, the Parks Com- 
mission and the mayor would. wel- 
come. the Mets’ franchise with open 
arms.”’ Arlos has frequently said 
that a club with locally based own- 
ership would succeed in Pittsfield, 
and that the New. York-Penn 
League’s June-to-September season 
would be ideal for a Wahconah Park. 
team, since high school teams could 
use the park freely in the spring. 
Arlos last week filed a petition with 
the Council asking that the Parks 
Commission make the field avail- 


able to the three city schools in, the 
event a New York-Penn team were 
to move in. 


Potential pitcher? 


“I think we’re made for each 
other,” Arlos said of Pittsfield’s po- 
tential hook-up with a New York- 
Penn franchise. ‘I think it would be 
the best thing that ever happened 


for baseball here. I’d be behind it 


all the way. I’d do anything to help 
out. I’d even be willing to go down 


je 


there and — not just throw out the 


first ball — but I’d be willing to 
throw a little batting practice for 
them, too.”’ 

-Both Casey and Hunsicker, how- 
ever, emphasize that Arlos 


shouldn’t start warming up yet. Be- 


fore the team could move to Pitts- 
field, the Little Fails ownership 
would need the approval of the New 
York-Penn League, the National 
Association, and the support of the 
Mets’ organization. 
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Word from Mets 
is expected today 


Casey hopes to clear Ist hurdle 


in move ot baseball team to city 


‘By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Two major hurdles remain to be cleared. this 
week, but Dalton businessman Mike Casey is:crossing his fingers 
and moving ahead with tentative plans to move his New York- 
Penn League baseball team from Little Falls, N.Y., to Pittsfield. 

Although Little Falls continues to fight for its Class A New 
York Mets farm team, Casey and fellow franchise owners Rick 
Murphy and Francis Devanny of Pittsfield are-hoping for the g0- 
ahead from the New York Mets today,.and from the New: York- 
Penn League board of directors Saturday. | 

The first hurdle is the OK from the Mets, and Casey said’ he 
expects that today. Jerry Hunsicker, the Mets’s minor league 
operations director, visited Pittsfield Friday and toured Wah- 
conah Park. Casey said he expects to hear today from Hunsicker, 
a he gets the formal word from Mets General Manager Frank 

ashen. | 

“If we jump that hurdle, it will be a big one,”’ Casey said. 
“Then it will all come down to the meeting on Saturday.” 


Crucial Saturday meeting in Utica 


If the Mets give their approval, which Casey said he expects, 
the next hurdle will be the New York-Penn League board of 
directors, which will hold a special meeting to vote on the move 
Saturday morning at 10 in Utica,’N.Y. Casey needs a majority 
vote, meaning seven.of the 12 directors. 

“It's going to be close,”’ Casey said of the vote. “I’ve got five 
‘definite votes so far, and two others on the fence.” 

The league’s directors are generally viewed as a conservative 
group that is hesitant to expand the borders of its: league, 
especially since a move to Pittsfield would add to travel costs. 
All but two of the league’s teams are in central. New York, and 
none are less than a two-hour bus ride to Pittsfield. 

Casey was counting on the vote of Bob Rich, owner of. the 
league’s new Niagara Falls, N.Y., franchise, but Rich has not yet 
been made a director of the league, and thus can’t vote saturday, 
Casey said. > eee 

“Still, he wrote us a good letter,”’ Casey. said. : 

Meanwhile, the Mets are being beseiged by phone calls from 
fans in. both Pittsfield and Little Falls, Casey said, asking that 
their city be the one chosen for the Mets’s franchise. 

Casey said he, too, is receiving phone calls at home, but mostly 
from angry fans in Little Falls. The fans, political figures and 
press in Little Falls and Herkimer County have been raking 


»» Casey and his group over the coals for their quest to move the 
_-, franchise, .Casey said. As a precaution, he said he has moved. 
. team records and business equipment from Little Falls to. Wah- 


conah Park. 

Casey agreed to a one-year lease to keep his team in Little 
Falls in 1989, but said when it came time to sign the lease, it had 
been extended through December of 1989, rather than September. 
He had demanded the September date. to allow him the opportu- 
nity to begin negotiations for 1990, either for Little Falls or-a 
different city. 

“Despite what they say about me, I have nothing against Little 
Falls or the county over there,”’ Casey said. “I even offered to 
pay my full rent for 1989 [$6,300] as a parting gesture.” 


No problems expected in Pittsfield 


Even if Casey gets approval from the Mets and the league; he 
must clear the Pittsfield city government, where negotiations for 
the Eastern League franchise broke down last month with Stuart 
Revo. Casey said he expects no such problems for his group, 
based on the feedback he has received from the mayor, City 
Council and Parks Commission. 

“They have indicated no problems whatsoever,” said Casey, 
who will propose a three-year lease with an option for a fourth 
year. His group would pay the city $5,000 each year, with the 
money going back into improvements at Wahconah Park. In 
addition, he would donate $1,500 each year to the Pittsfield 


Fourth of July Parade Committee, which uses the park for its 


annual drum and bugle corps competition. 

If Casey gets the go-ahead from the Mets and then from the 
league, he has planned a press conference Saturday at 4:30 at the 
Berkshire Hilton Inn to announce the move and to introduce the 
team’s manager. 


The opening home game for the season is June:17. / ” / } - &Y | 
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Mets approve Pittsfield §& 
Casey’s team ‘big step’ closer to Wahconah icons 
; confidence considering the amount of time we’ve | 


been with them. This is a big step, but we're 
certainly not claiming victory until after Sat- 
er d his Pittsfield 

Casey, a Dalton businessman, an his Pi 7 
sexta Rick Murphy and Francis Devanny, 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The New York Mets yesterday 
gave their formal blessing to Mike Casey’s plans to 
move his New York-Penn league ae fran- 
chise from Little Falls, N.Y., to Pittsfield. | | oie une 

it’ bought the Little Falls Mets franchise 

oe tg for Casey. Wo now belo We hag abut S200 and operated i during e190. 
an : aS i 


— the approval Season. =” ie ite. as 
hee re saieeain Be to of Aeibis. Although’Casey’s group had originally planned’ to 


They will vote at a special meeting Saturday at 10 ~ return to Little Falls this year, a disagreement in 
a.m.in Utica, NY. | Rei 

“We're very happy today,’’ Casey said of the 
Mets’ announcement. ‘“‘It’s a pretty big vote of 


New York. Mets 
Continued on Page D2 


Mike Casey 


- A re ee 


New York Mets approve Pittsfield 


for the people of Pittsfield ... With 
local ownership, I see a longterm 
and successful association between 
the city’s people and the Mets.” I thought Mike was one of the 
One city that’ is not behind Casey greatest guys in the world. I stil] 
is Little Falls, whose Officials and think he’s a nice guy, but I don’t 
fans have reacted angrily toa move like what he pulled.”’ 
they consider dishonest, since Casey Asked about a possible lawsuit to 
had announced in November that prevent the team’s move, Izzo said, 
plans were all set to keep the team “Tf my attorney tells me we can, | 
there in 1989; ey | 


Continued from Page Al 


the Little Falls lease arrangement 
plus the move of Stuart Revo’s 
_ Class AA Eastern League franchise 
out of Pittsfield triggered Casey’s 
plan to move his Class A team to his 
home county. 
Yesterday, with the Mets’ an- 
nouncement of their approval, 
Casey cleared his first major ob- 


Was about coming back to Little 
Falls,” Izzo Said, ‘‘and then: a 
month later he lowers the boom. - de 


stacle in the move. 
‘Everyone’s best interest’ 


After visiting Pittsfield and tour- ! 


ing Wahconah Park last Friday, 
Mets minor league Operations di- 
rector Jerry Hunsicker Said, “I put 
my thoughs on paper, met with 
[Mets vice president] Joe Mcllvane, 
we discussed the matter in detail, 
and we both came to the decision 
that it was in everyone's best inter- 
est to go along with Mike at this 
point. 
“To us, having a strong local 
owner is extremely important,”’ 
Hunsicker continued. “We want 
Mike Casey operating a franchise in 
an environment that is most condu- 
cive to his doing a good business, so 
Pittsfield appeared to be the logical 
move to make.” 

Saturday, Casey’s group needs at 
least seven votes from the league’s 
12 directors. By yesterday after- 
noon, he said he had eight votes 
lined up ‘“‘that look very, very posi- 
tive. We feel very confident, and if 
everybody stays in line, we’ll be al] 
set,” 


Announcement Saturday 


Based on this optimistic outlook, 
Casey has scheduled a press con- 
ference Saturday at 4:30 p.m. at the 
Berkshire Hilton, hoping to formally 
announce the move to Pittsfield and 
introduce the team’s manager. New 
York Mets officials are also plan- 
ning to attend, Hunsicker said yes- 
terday. 

If Pittsfield joins the league, it 
will be the easternmost ‘member. 
Other teams are located in Utica, 
Elmira, Auburn, Batavia, Geneva, 
Jamestown, Watertown and Niag- 
ara Falls in New York: Erie, Pa.: 
and Welland, St. Catherine’s, and 
Hamilton in Canada. 

Hunsicker said he was satisfied 
with the conditions of Wahconah 
Park but was most impressed with 
the reception he received from 
Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski 
at members of the City Council 
and Parks Commission. 


Casey has countered that the city 


changed the lease agreement: after. 


November, moving its termination 
date from September to December; 
and that a delay in transporting the 
agreement had caused him to miss 
a deadline to apply for a New York 
state license to sell beer at the 


games, 
Utica mayor attending 


““He’s just making excuses,”’ said 
Little Falls Mayor Michael Izzo, 
who. said he will £0 to Utica Sat- 
urday to try to plead his city’s case 
with the New York-Penn League 
directors. 

“I don’t know if they’ll listen to 
me or not, but I’m going to the 
meeting,”’ said Izzo, who added that 
if Casey moves the team, Little 
Falls will lose. a $45,000 state grant 
for stadium improvements. That 
grant, he said, is contingent upon a 
team occupying the stadium. 

“IT got. a beautiful letter from 
vasey Nov, 3 Saying how pleased he 


“It looks like the city of Pittsfield 


really wants ‘baseball, and the city 
seems to be behind Michael,’ Hun- 
sicker said. | 

Pittsfield City Councilor Peter 
Arlos, who led the Council’s' opposi- 
tion to lease proposals by Revo last 
month, hailed the Mets’ decision 


yesterday as “a Significant victory 


will.” 

Such a suit, ‘Casey said, “from a 
baseball standpoint would be Sui- 
cide. First, they would have to 
prove damages, but more impor- 
tant, what business would want to 


_ deal with someone if you thought 


they were looking for a reason to 
Sue you? Who would want to expose 
themselves to that?” 


Appeasement 


_ Casey said he spent much of yes- 
terday on the phone “trying des- 
perately to appease the people over 
there, to try to explain our Nooicics 
It's like any business. We want 
what’s best for the organization, 
and we feel an allegiance to this 
area here.”’ . 

As for giving any help with the 
New York-Penn League directors, 
“that’s really in Michael’s court,”’ 
Hunsicker said. “If he needs our 
help, we certainly would do all we 
can. About the only thing we could 
do would be to urge some of the 


‘ranchise Owners,”’ j- fa + & 9 
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pplauding | 
*S. coup of 


ging his New York- 
~The Revos, and with them | 


the Eastern League Cubs, | 
The Casey-Murph 


Ding-dong, the witch is| 
~ Devanny clan has saved the day. Notre Dame is No. 


are..gone. Time to sing:, 
dead. 


home turf in the Berkshires. 


Berkshire Hilton a 
Mike. Casey. 


manager and tons of city| 
brin 


ea 


f Meet the Mets, meet the Mets 


‘our’ Mets 


irs 


about 


Mixed emotions about Mets 


_, Continued on Page D5 
Ly4 


Mike Casey is a survivor. He’s a heek of a busi- 
Ny Ly | 


nessman, and a whiz of a baseball brain. But some- | 
times in business, you forget about the do-unto-others 


This afternoon, if all goes well, we will indeed ‘‘Meet 
principle. 


the Mets.”’ | 
Some of the New York team’s bigwigs, their Class A. 


How dot feel about all this? 


Let me draw an analogy. 
Folks in Little Falls aren’t stupid. They knew that 


When the Russians shot down the Korean Airlines jet 
ranian jet and killed 290 people, how did we all feel. 
then? ‘‘Gee, I’m sorry it happened, but now I sort of, 
«Only a month ago, Stuart Revo was about as popular 
in Pittsfield as a Russian MiG pilot at a.Korean 
*In November, Casey agreed to:a one-year extension 
of his lease in Little Falls, a city that has carried on a 
longstanding love affair with its baseball team. He 
~ made demands of the city, the demands were met | 
sooner or later, Casey's group would head for its homey, 


In Little Falls, the folks are wondering: What in the 
and killed 269 people, they were the scum of the earth | 


_ world did we do to deserve this? 
» Business is business, and if you don’t want to get 


+ some folks wanted war. When we shot down the’ 
your hands dirty, stay out of it. Often, mud is slung 


_. That’s how I feel about the way baseball appears | 
destined to return to Pittsfield. — 

outright by the Pittsfield City Council, so he took his 
(including a $45,000 state grant for ballpark improve- | 
ments), and there were hugs and kisses all around. 


With Peter Arlos leading the charge, he was rejected 
ball and went elsewhere. Revo got the bad rap. 


conditions to be met if his Eastern League team was to 
_ remain. At the same time, he was hedging his bets by | 
negotiating with Williamsport, Pa., and Burlington, Vt. | 


and blood is spilled during the combat of business. 
Airlines convention. He made demands on the’ city — | 


Time'to sing: It’s a great day for the Irish. 
Only the strong survive. 


~ Guaranteed to have the time of your life 
Bob McDonough 


I 


i Step right up and greet the Mets 
. Bring your kiddies, bring your wife” 


1 


- understand.”’ 





.\ b& | 
oY} SI UsIpfiyo afqisuodsas sursiey *AjI011d doy 
Au a1, A0y],, ‘ples [faayoutg ,,‘payuarso Ape} 
AJA UL] 324} SI OW JIM BuIy} T ‘ON ayz,, 
ore Ul G aq [fim Oy 
MOUCA pue foeyoi shoq ulm) pue ‘auier 
pjo-1ead-), pue euer pjo-read-T] ‘sa1ysnep 
OM] JO sjUated oy} are ‘Quer ‘aqIM SIy pue of 
PLOYSHid 0} SoAOwW oy Way SuIMOTIO} UI-}[INq 
B oAeY [TIM [[emyorlg ‘Jayjos paystduosoe 
-AJaA-jou Alpaijiwpe yng piae uy 
“OUNE UT APLATOB Jo PULMpITYM ay} Jo pres 
[JOMySeTA , WMO} OJU UMOTJ puke paUsIs Apog 
-AJ9A2 JOS 0} BUTT) Ysnoue Ajaleq $.dJ0u,,, 
‘91 ounr Aeld surgeq anseay 
UUdq-Y1OX MIN 94} sJOJeq Jay}a80}. uIen 
0} Sy9om 0M} ATUO BABY [[IM Yay) ‘auNe UT _yoom 
JSAlj Ol} Jep anseey Jofew ay} [HUN parquiasse 
3q }.U0M Wes} pfelsiig ey, ‘ssaAeid paunf 
“ul pue sunok yyIM Suture gutids papuayxe 
JOJ Spllo[ yy Ul Ulead TIM ay ‘fludy jo suru 
“oq oY} 38 spus Sutures) Sutads 1einsor voy, 
ELA eon] “1S j40d Je suture Sutids ut sjayy 
oy} ulol [fim ay “Arenaqaq up ‘uoseas gurut0d 
oy} Joy suefd sig) Suryeur st jemyortg Mon 


* u* * K 


aS aa “pres 
[lenyortg ,,Jetoads AreA Zuryjour0s sheen) 

_ “S8lI8g Pj10\\ 94} ul spay 
HeUUIOUID ay} peAvyd yey} Wee} xog poy ¢7¢6] 
9U} JO Joquioul & SUIag SBM ddUaIIOdxa js0}R078 
sty ples [[emyoerg ‘sdep onseoy sofew sty jo 


S t/ | pue ayn Kur 10} [08 | ‘ON. 


OUIOS JOJ s}y3t au 4no poyoouy 1 pue qnognp - 


PSPq-SIIJ OY} aAoge [[eq [NOoJ e zy Apoqewios 
Joquieulel | puy ‘soured sulAejep pyaty Jajue 
Ul UNS 94} JoquIeWel [yaseq puddes 1e JeujUe 
wif pue Pfeljjno ay} Ul sIAe YDIq snosasueq 
pey Aoy} — slomoig oy} Jequieuter | puy,, 
PPPS JO SUOHo9T]OdeI SIY JO pres [JeMyoRTY 
«, UNS JUaSaId-19A9 Jey] sem BUTY) UTeW OU],,, 

: ‘OL6T Ul Sal (eq) sur 
“PPOY PUR ELET Ul XOS poy (“UUOD) [O}SIIg ay} 
Yjoq Jo. Joquiaul & se yeg yeuooyem ye podeyd 
[fomyoe[g ‘sep anseey Jour siy suLing 
BLOT, Co eA pale 
,, 0} PIVMIOJ 
SUIYOO] WJ SUIYJEWOS st yey) YIM BurTeaq 
‘alourAue oyoUoY peay: ou} jou a1, Ady], “ua 

‘lWedxe sutuado-a49 ue J0j ul a1,Aau) Ajueppns 

UaYL “IRIS siq ay} o1,Aay} areym ‘sauTyoRUT 

[[eqeseq [ear ‘sasajjoo sIq. Woy aie Spry esau} 

JO JO] V,, “pres [femyoryg ,“esuarfeyo e s.j],, 

- UOl 

“eNjIS TBS & ul staXeTd Sunod YIM sition 

0} PILMIOJ SUIYOOT SI ay yey} Surppe ‘parfeoas 

[[OMYeTA. .. AN “UMOJSOUIe 0] Aep jxeu ou] 

oued & UO Se | pue Aepsinuy, uo pajyenpeis 

I ‘Aepung uo pajjeap 303 | Joquiowia J, 

‘PLPYSHld ul 
siaAeyd sunod ay} Jo autos uM Pre 0} cae 
9q [TIM ay Os ‘Jooyds Yysty Jo yno yYySII pjo-1edk 

“LT B SB XOg pay ay} Aq payerp sem [eMyoRTY 

Fe) ‘osaiq ueg jo juopiser pue aaneu y 


« SPE 


- 8861 UL.pue s0}OnIS 


jo au0s qaysuesy 0} Aqtiqtsuodsex AU $.}I Jo0y 


I,, “ples [[omyorrg ..‘ssan3 y ‘Sutop wry yey 
MOUY 0} ol joedxa [],Aou} “Joadsar yey) Uy,, 
‘sdoAe|d Sunod sty 0) se wiry 
0} Uorjus}}e Yon se hed qyStx suey smouy oy 
SABS T[aMyoRTG ‘s1eSeueUl [feqaseq s.pyarysijig 
St ueISsy WIC pue Jeouedg woy, s1aferd anea] 
Jofew Jao} jo sdojsjooy 94} Ul SUIMOTION 


* * * ke 


“UOT}EZIURSIO YIOX MAN OU) UIA 
SUL19} 0} sUed ay arayM shee a A ee 
Ul JULY Ul Ssuljeeyl Jou ey} pepuaye- aq 
‘SION OUy YIIN dn’ payooy ay moy payse. vay 
AvpsoyseX pres [femyor[g .,‘pip Aa) se won 
~OadIp owes ay} UL BUI08 aanjny Aur es 7.UpIp 
| pur ‘sea aay sjdery oy}.yjM uaeq peu f,, 

‘xIUGO4 UI YoeOO & se yorg sea 
OJONI}SU SUIYD}d SULAOI & SBM ay 
2861 UL.986T Ul enseay eIuIOsTeD sseig. ou) ! 
“UL Utes} “JTLD “OUSeIY ay) paseueU pue co¢T 


UL NSB] SOMYJION W Sse[Q ey} UI uIeA) ‘eMoT 


UOJUTTD 9Y} peseueur ‘Fg61 UI xIUa0Yg UI Wea} 
onsea’] ISkO) AYLOe WY SsBIQ au) YIM YoROD 
® SB SIayojed ou} UPI, PSYJOM fF “UOT}ezIUes.I0 
SJURF) OOSTOURIY URS ayy Uji JeSeuew pue 
Youd & Usaq sey ay ‘sIead day JSeT AY) 104g 
Tau 0€ pue sefqnop 97 ‘stowloy aay YIM 712° 
ysty-100e0 B peyjeq pue soures gor ur pacerd 
oY Udy “Sqnd at} YIM O86T Ul sem UOSves 
dAT}ONpOId jSOW! SIH ‘TAY 08 pue sJawoy Jaereo 
XIS pey oH ‘(desuejeg yew eaneu praysyig 
Se aseiaAe Jaered ales ay} Apjoexa) 977° 


asay} sUTYyOeI} 0} aspajmouy jo siead asouj Iq seq wo. panunuoy 


daddrys Prey SUI ST [JOMyovy[q LIYIJVI XOG-X] 


a) 
7 


from those 


Mang hous te atau 7 BRA 
on ge page PaaS 
iS SS 

Reg bee 


%, 


ss the 


me new 
0 


“ 
v 


} 
: 


ner-style 
baseball 


Le ad | 


0 » 
well 


5 al 
Le. 
> 
s 
= 
s 


£2 
tu . 
= 
~ 
Lt 


t 


s introduced 


sfield Mets in the New 
ly 
NK 

awh of. soup 


1989 will 
ats 
ts 


ny 
Uv 
? 

t- 

> 


‘i ac 


4 

’ 

.¥ 
: 


an 
et 
V 
“ 
<a 
soU 
72 
* 


. 
} 
BI 
ie 
t}Y? 
<3) 
vt 
i 
ca 


yr 


orme: 
who 
Bilk Bue 


creme ir ne 
he 


(Ou ve £ 
re Co 


rey} 


-_ 
7» 


spae 
cm . 
is 
SA 
Tepe Hee 
 & 
a tf} 
2 

& 

OD 
= 

va 
. tod 


Vv 
v 
io) 


, 


| 
g 
a 


v 
Cil 


} 
h 
t 


‘who sports,a 2ush} 
érd 


7 


hi 


the 


league: veteran, 
er of the new Pitt 


t 
e 


L. 


Sa 

7 

a 
ater 


: 
° 
“ 
if 
= 
1ae 
4 


a 
Hi caugh 


f- 
v 


tact 


o 
‘ 


na 


, 
+ 


lay-avhen 
’ 
» | 


ttsiield Mets 


be Tim Blackwell, a 10-year reajor league veteran 


catcher. 


i 


W 


mus 
to pe 
- Pg iY 
» 4 
f rec 


té: 
last 


Gene Shal 
er’ of Berks 


S 
§ conference a 


much- 
4 
t 


hal aeat sae & 
ADUW: 


Blackwell; 
th the C 


Philiies, 
Wi 


ny 


. 


_ 


get topethe: 
ackwell, 


t the city’ 


Berkshire Eagle-Staff 
hi 


e- 


ELD —:Move over, 
ld : 


int 
i 


en 


By Bob McDenough 
z 


he mast 
im 


‘smile’ ye: 
; Black 
» Continued on Page 2 


* pres 
ling, 


re stood the sm 


ac 
nis 
RY 
Gene and I can 


i 


lackWell; 


Philadeipi 
real Expos, 1978-3 


back with the Expos. 


tow 
"hi 


- 
“ 


»” joked Bl 
fficially greet the 
He ‘said he was happy “ 


ague seasons 


the 1975 p 
i switch hittéf ‘s 


d new Pittsfi 


, “because 


In 


ough. to get that kind 0 


ans will reme: 


10-year major 
throw well en 
d 
eatcher during 


as “must 
ics 


pave ab 


room during the Meis 
in 
d 
he. 


fr 
t 
2 
‘ 
t 
+ 


— 


ea 


he, 


our new 
-Penn League. 
The 36-year-old B 
SOx 
i 


an in the m 


oO 
~ 


and th 


C 


rday as the 1989 manag 


(notin 
th 


x-Red Sox catcher Bi 


‘HE SKIPPER of the P 


@ 


id 
ITTSFI 


ork 
In 10 major le: 


The new gu 


“Maybe 
through straws 


y 4 
Rec 


at 


he 
LY 
@ 
y 
¥ 


ie 

my 
VI 
Pp 


eatcher and 
assembled to 0 
team, He 
charactterist 


veste 

Vy 
musta 
1976. W 
theMon 


‘competition 
Lp 





Continued from Page Al 
would be standing here in front of 
you people, I would have said you 
were crazy,” Casey told the packed 
gathering of city officials, reporters 
and local baseball fans. 

It was on that day that Pittsfield 
Cubs owner Stuart Revo, unable to 
reach a lease agreement for the use 
of Wahconah Park, announced that 
he would move his Eastern League 
franchise to Williamsport, Pa. That 
announcement touched off a flurry 
_ Of activity by Casey that resulted in 
the transfer of the Little Falls Mets. 
to Pittsfield. TTT oie 3 3 Che 


Batter up! Casey and the 


Casey said yesterday that he and 


City Solicitor Michael McCarthy 
had agreed upon a three-year lease 
for the use of Wahconah Park with 
an option for a fourth year. The 
lease calls for Casey and Murphy to 


pay the city $5,000 a year for use v4 #6 


the park. 


‘Pleasantly surprised’ 


The Mets will move into the 
Wahconah Park offices on Wed- 
nesday, Casey said. He introduced 
the team’s new general manager, 
Adam Froelich, a 23-year-old grad- 
uate of Syracuse University, and 
Pittsfield’s Robin Wadsworth, who 
will serve as assistant general 
manager and director of sales. 


Wadsworth performed. similar du- | 
ties with the. Pittsfield Cubs: 

Casey said he was “pleasantly 
surprised” by the amount of’support 


he received from the Te 


rectors at yesterday’s meeting. 
He said league rules prohibit him 


the town made in the lease gave 


him the right to seek a move else- 
where. | 


© Embittered in Little Falls 


Town officials maintain that 
Casey had agreed to the changes 
and were embittered by his plans to 
move out. Casey yesterday de- 
scribed the mood of the meeting as 
“conciliatory,” but the sour taste 


remains in Little Falls, which lost a 


team it has had since 1977. 
“I would not describe the meeting 
as conciliatory,’ said Frederick 


»Johnson, the president of the Little 
Falls Board of Aldermen, in a tele- 


“phone interview last night. 

“Td say we felt what was going to 
happen was a foregone conclusion. 
Mr. Casey made it blatantly clear 

that he would not be returning to 


- 


Casey at the bat 


Little Falls, and being the kind of 
person he is, we were certain that 
he had his. votes all lined up.:The 
owners are a tightly knit group, and 
we felt their decision was cut and 
dried.”’ 


Payment for losses 


Casey said at yesterday’s press 
conference that he had offered to 
pay Little Falls for the losses ‘it 
incurred by his move. Johnson said 
Casey offered to pay the city $6,300 
to cover the lease agreement and 
$45,000 to cover a state grant for 
repairs to. the ballpark in Little 
Falls. The grant money will proba- 
bly be lost now that the team has 
departed. 

“I don’t know if that is an admis- 
sion of guilt or what,” declared 
Johnson. “But he will never be able 


“another team to town. 


Mets are comin 


to repay the total losses to the 
community the move will mean ” 
Johnson said the aldermen will 

consider Casey’s offer, and added 


the city attorney will explore what 


options the town has for legal ac- 
tion. In the long term, Mayor 
Michael Izzo will form an expansion 
committee in hopes of  attractin 

“What happened today wasn’t a 
Surprise, but it is still a severe blow 
to. the. community,’’ said Johnson. 
“This is an economically depressed 
area and the team was our summer 
industry, as well as an outlet for us. 
It’s hard to take.”’ 


“T think we left that meeting with . 


a good taste in everyone’s mouth,” 
said Casey earlier at the press con- 
ference. ‘‘But it’s true that Little 
Falls’ loss is Pittsfield’s gain.” 


Play ball! 


The mood at yesterday’s press 
conference was as upbeat as the 
mood in Little Falls was downbeat. 

_ “Local ownership is so important 
in minor league baseball, and in the 
past that has been a problem [in 
Pittsfield],”’ said Murphy, who dur- 
ing yesterday’s introduction of the 
team joked that -he served as 
Casey’s. bodyguard during Friday 
night’s meeting in Herkimer. 
“We're not going to run the team 
just as an investment, but as a 
partner with the community, With 
the enthusiasm we have seen these 
past three weeks and the coopera- 
tion we have received from the city, 
we feel we can’t lose in the city of 
Pittsfield.”’ 

“It’s been one heckuva. six 
weeks,’’ observed Jerry Hunsicker, 


who was appointed director of K 


\ 


The weakness of baseball owners for pulling 


ague’s di- | 


Whether Pittsfield has a minor league baseball 


_ team next summer now depends on the vote of \ 
the directors of the New. York-Penn League | 
today. They will be sitting in judgment on the | 
plan of the owners of.a Mets farm team in Little _ 
Falls, New York, to move their operation’ to | 


Pittsfield. Since all of the owners (Mike Casey, 


Rick Murphy and Francis Devanny) are from > 
either Dalton or Pittsfield, the move makes | 
sense for them. The one drawbaek for the lea ue 
is that it stretches road trips in a league that — 


already has teams in Ontario and. Erie, 
Pennsylvania. But it has to be a plus “for: the 


out of one city and moving to what they perceive © 


to be:the greener pastures of.another is an old 
story in the national pastime. In a matter of 
weeks, Pittsfield has been both the jilted Brook- 
lyn and the favored Los Angeles of two minor 
league franchises’ wanderlust. It has seen the 
Revo brothers pull up stakes with their team, 
only to be supplanted now by Mike Casey’s and 
Rick. Murphy’s Mets, formerly of Little Falls, 
New York: The*great advantage for fans of this 
Single A team, with a schedule that doesn’t 
begin until June, is that Pittsfielders can be good 
supporters without having to attend games on 


g to Pittsfield — 


nor league operations for the New _. 


York Mets just’six weeks ago and 
was immediately tossed into ‘the 
Little Falls-Pittstield tempest. 


“I'm truly amazed at what ev- . | 
eryone involved in this situation has 


been able to accomplish in such a | 


short time,’’ Hunsicker said. | 


“With the cooperation and enthu- | | 
siasm we have seen from the «. 
community, city officials and the 


owners, I’d say you have a chance 
for one of the best ‘minor-league 


franchises in the country. Mike | | 
Casey will run a first-class opera- 


tion you can be proud of.”’ 

‘“T’m really impressed,’ said 
Pinckney as he surveyed the crowd 
of about 50 people packed into the 


tiny room. “I don’t think Mike got . 


this many for opening day [last 
season].” 

Pinckney said the city was 
“jumping on the bandwagon’”’ with a 
league that has just expanded from 
12 to 14 teams and is celebrating its 
0th year in existence this summer. 

The New York-Penn League is a 


_ Class A level league and is essen- 
_ tially two levels below that’ of the — 
_ Class AA Eastern League. Players 
_ in the league will ordinarily spend a 
_ season in a higher Class A League | 
_ before’ moving onto the Class AA 


level. Ait 
The league plays a 78-game 
season beginning in mid-June and 


extending te Labor Day. Pittsfield | 
_ will open its season at Wahconah © 


Park on June 17 against the Utica 


Blue Sox on what Casey described 


as “Hate Mike Casey night.’’ Little | 
Falls is near Utica. | 
Joking aside, it was easy to see 
how pleased Casey was to have ' 
navigated the last turbulent month. » 
successfully. ° | 
“Despite all the negatives that — 
are said to surround Pittsfield, we [ . 
Murphy and he] believe in Pitts- ° 
field,” said Casey: ‘We grew up A 
_ here, we've committed ourselves to | 
you people. | 
“As a diehard Red Sox fan it’s 
hard to admit it,” said Casey with a 
smile as he stood behind a dais 
_ adorned with,a banner proclaiming 
“Pittsfield Mets, Catch the Future.” 


’ 


-from revealing the breakdown of 
the vote (approval. from seven of 
the league’s 12 owners, who make 
up the board of directors, was re- 
quired), but the move was accorded 
unanimous approval at the conclu- 
sion of the meeting. The National _ 
Association. of Baseball, the sport’s 
governing body, gave its go-ahead | 
Friday via fax machine. | 
On their. way to Utica Friday | 
night, Casey and Murphy stopped | 
off in Herkimer, N.Y., to meet with | 
town officials from. nearby Little | 
Falls. Casey had signed a lease | 


league that the team will have loca] ‘he ye x naling 
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“But I’m now a diehard Mets fan.” 
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‘Pittsfield general manager Froelich tackles his new job - 


» 


re eS 


field Mets 


Continued from Page Bl 


Froelich, who grew up in the New 
York suburb of Scarsdale, would 
like someday to occupy an office 
like the one Cashen has at New 
York’s Shea Stadium. For now, 
however, he spends much of his 
time in an office on the second floor 
of the Devanny-Condron Funeral 
Home of Dalton. The office, usually 
the business office of Pittsfield 
Mets’ club president Mike Casey, is 
serving as the Mets’ temporary 
home until the team’s Wahconah 
Park office is ready in April. 

‘‘I’d like to move up and eventu- 
ally get to the major leagues,”’ says 
the 23-year-old Froelich. ‘“‘The way I 
look at it, I’m starting at the bottom 
and hopefully will work my way up, 
just like the ballplayers that come 
in here. I’m happy — I think I’m 
fortunate — that I’m starting in a 
place like this. I like, the Pittsfield 
area a lot — I really find it refresh- 


ing. And I’m really looking forward ' 


ANDERS 


“OA 


‘Froelich, a 1987 graduate of 
Syracuse University, is the only 
non-native member of the Pittsfield 
Mets’ management team. The club 
is co-owned by Casey and Pittsfield 
resident Rick Murphy, who an- 
nounced Jan. 14 they were moving 
the team they purchased last season 
from Little Falls, N.Y., to Pittsfield. 
The club’s other full-time employee 
is Robin Wadsworth, the assistant 
general manager and sales director 
who served in a similar capacity for 
the past two seasons with the East- 
ern League’s Pittsfield Cubs. 


Serving as general manager for a — 


team with locally based ownership 
means that Froelich has a different 
role than many general managers, 
even on baseball’s lowest levels. 


“His role is. different here even 
compared to what it would have 
been in Little Falls,” says Casey. 
Casey and Murphy hired Froelich in 
December, when the team was still 


—---- 
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IN THE HOT SEAT for the new Pittsfield Mets of the New York-Penn League is general 


manager Adam Froelich. 


scheduled to play in Little Falls, as 
it did last season. 

“Over there, he might have been 
more in the forefront,’’ says Casey, 
“whereas here, he might not have 
as high a profile. But he’s doing a 
lot of legwork, he brings a lot of 
enthusiasm to our organization, and 
he’s a big part of our team.”’ 

‘T think I’m fortunate to be work- 
ing with owners that are in the 
area, and that know the area,” says 
Froelich. “‘A lot of guys in my posi- 
tion don’t have that luxury. They 
have to do everything themselves.” 


A little of everything 


Froelich doesn’t do everything. 
He just does, well, a little bit of 
everything. While his position is not 
the same as a major league general 
manager, he performs the same 
functions as a lot of big-league of- 
fice holders. 

Like traveling secretary: ‘“You’d 
think all you had to do would be to 


call up and book a 16-room reserva- 
tion for these road trips,’ he says. 
‘Well, it’s not that simple. You try 
to get quality rooms at a good price 
in Niagara Falls in August. We 
haven’t been able to do that yet. 
Then, when we have to go to St. 
Catharines [Ontario, Aug. 17-18], 
there’s a Jehovah’s Witnesses’ con- 
vention. It’s an annual thing, and 
the place has been booked that 
weekend every year for six years.”’ 

Like director of novelty sales: 
‘“We’ve been setting up a souvenir 
stand,’: Froelich says. “And that 
doesn’t sound like a big deal. But 
when I tried to order [Pittsfield 
Mets] hats to be made, it turns out 
they’re made in the Orient, and it 
takes four months.” 


Setbacks as a player 


When Froelich was growing up, 
he dreamed of being in baseball in a 
more traditional way — as a player. 
He played high school ball in 


i / 5 yore on Page B7 


Scarsdale, but his career a pitcher 
and third baseman was curtailed by 
a pair of injuries. First, he sus- 
tained a torn rotator cuff, which 
severely hampered his throwing and 
later required surgery. Then, he 
was hit in the head with a batted 
ball while playing the hot corner. 

‘We were looking for a bunt, and 
the hitter swung away,” Froelich 
recalls. ‘“‘Whack — he got me right 
there,” he says, pointing to his 
forehead. 

Froelich attended Curry College 
for a year and a half, where he was 
the place-kicker on the football 
team, and once hit on 29 straight 
conversion attempts, an NCAA Di- 
vision 3 record at the time. After 
three semesters there, he trans- 
ferred to Syracuse, from which he 
graduated with a degree in com- 
munications. 

He then worked for some seven 
months at a ski shop in Vail, Colo. 

“I just pretty much took a year 


GM Froelich 


a busy man 


By Ray Lamont 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


DALTON — General manager of 


the Mets. Adam Froelich’s position 
has a nice ring to it, doesn’t it? 


“When I tell my friends what I do, | 


they all ask ‘So who are you trading 


for this week?’ ” Froelich says with | 
a smile. “I just have to tell them 


this isn’t New York, and I’m not 


Frank Cashen.”’ 


The 23-year-old Froelich might be | 
busier than the New York Mets’ 
general manager these days. Froe- 


lich is general manager of the 
Pittsfield Mets, the area’s newest 
professional baseball team. And his 


duties, from ordering souvenirs to | 


booking hotels on the road, have 


kept him hopping, even though it’s | 
more than four months before the | 
June 17 debut of the New York-Penn 


League franchise. | | 


“These phones have been ringing © 


off the hook,” Froelich says with a 
sigh. “But don’t get the wrong idea 
— this is the way we like it. It’s 


_ busy, and that, to me, is exciting.’’ 


Pittsfield general manager 


off to find myself,” he says. ‘But 
then I thought that I really wanted 


to start working, and get into the 
real world. I wanted to do some- 
thing I was really interested in — 
either advertising or. sports. And 
since I didn’t major in advertising, 
sports was the avenue I took. I had 
played and followed baseball pretty 
much all my life.” 

Froelich first landed a part-time 
job with ABC, compiling pitching 
Statistics for Monday Night Base- 
ball last summer, and worked later 
last season for the parent Mets’ 
sales department in New York. 

Since he’s had that little taste of 
baseball’s big time, you might think 
Froelich would have trouble adjust- 
ing to.Pittsfield and the New York- 
Penn -League. That, however, 
doesn’t seem to be the case. 

‘T like where I am, and I like 
what I’m doing,” he says. “Right 


now, I think this is the greatest — 
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thing in the world.” 
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_ Lease signing is tomorrow; — y. Pittsfield Mets. 
ticket sales reported strong eee Continued from Page B1 


By Ray Lamont | E Manager Dave Winchester. ‘‘And | 


1 


Berkshire Eagle Staff | | we’re looking forward to doing it. | 


It will still be more than four months before the Pittsfield Mets’ baseball nes oh ae Sloe colar or eae 


team takes the field, but the Mets’ management team is already in MG a Bonet the city and so forth. And 
| season form. | ; | 

“We just can’t believe the response we're getting,’’ says club president fe ata bas Terrigeeln 

_ Mike Casey. “Everywhere we go, with everything we do, people come up to games as we can.” | 

__us and ask us how it’s going. That’s all that people talk to us about.” The station will begin its coverage _ 

Casey and Pittsfield partner Rick Murphy announced Jan. 14 that they with the Mets’ opener June 16 at 





- would move their New York Mets’ New: York-Penn League team to | 
Pittsfield from Little Falls, N.Y. They and Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski -Uhiea and will follow'with:the home 
have jointly scheduled a press conference for tomorrow at City Hall to sign ; 
the team’s lease on Wahconah Park for the coming season. Support from fans, businesses | 
| ; 3 | On the sales front, Casey said the 
WBEC to air 33 games - Mets have already peddled 160 


opener the next day. 


_. The park lease is not the only agreement the Mets have reached in the season box-seat tickets, some 40. 
~ mere three weeks they’ve been in business. The club has also signed a | more than the Cubs sold all last 
- contract with Pittsfield radio station WBEC and has already scheduled its| season, and he hopes that all 380 of 
* first two promotions of the season. the Wahconah Park box seats will 
- The Mets and WBEC have agreed on a deal whereby the station will _- be sold on a season basis. Season 
- broadcast 33 of the team’s 78 games. The schedule tentatively calls for the | box seats sell for $214.50 apiece, 
- broadcast of 12 games at home and 21 on the road. , with grandstand season tickets 
‘‘We’re happy with it, because, for one thing, it gives us some continu- $146.25. A general admission season 
ity,’ Casey says. WBEC also broadcast Pittsfield Cubs’ Eastern League | pass lists for $78. Those same 
games over the past four seasons, and carries games of the parent New passes for senior citizens and chil- 

~ York Mets as well. ‘‘Now, they’ ll be doing the Big Mets and the Little _. dren are priced at $39. 

- Mets,” Casey says. ‘I think that will help in terms of our identity.” _ The Mets are hitting for a pretty 


“T think the deal is a natural because of that,” says WBEC General ie peu average in advertising 
sales as well. 

| ae Pittsfield Mets ‘We've contacted about 80 busi- 
va [= / 59 Continued on Page B7 -| nesses in the area for corporate 
as | tickets, advertising or whatever, 
and only one has turned us down,”’ 
Casey says. “I think that shows a 
great response from the business 
community here. I think it shows 
they’re behind us, and, obviously, 

we’re happy to have them there.” 

In addition to selling ads for the 
game program and the~ outfield 
wall, the Mets are seeking to gen- 
erate advertising income from a 
team yearbook, to be published in 
conjunction with the 50th anniver- 
sary of the New York-Penn League, 
and from promotional plugs to be 
announced over the Bibi address 
system between innings. Any com- 
pany can have a message read ev- 
ery night of the season for $975. 

‘‘Audio is big no matter what you 
do,’ says Adam Froelich, the 
team’ S general manager. “Even if 
you're not listening, it still goes 
through your head. You still hear it. 
It’s still effective.” 

On the promotion front; the Mets’ 
opening -day will be sponsored by 
Hillcrest Hospital and will coincide | 
with the hospital’s annual Run For | 
Life road race. Also, June 19 will be | 
School Night, with students to re- 
ceive two free tickets upon comple- 
tion of a specified school assign- 
ment. The event will involve stu- 
dents from throughout the county. 

“One thing we’re really trying to 
do is reach out to towns outside of — 
Pittsfield,’ Casey says. ‘‘We want 
to make the whole area feel that 
this is their team.” 


Concert series? 


There will also be a number of 
corporate nights, a visit by the 
Hollywood Starlets’ touring softball 
team, and possibly a series of con- 
certs to be held either after games 
or on off-days. 

‘“That’s something we’re looking 
into at. this point,” Casey says, ‘‘but 

we still need approval from the 
city.” 

In the meantime, Casey is en- 
thused about the approval his club 

has received from the Pittsfield 

_ ‘community as a whole. 

| ‘We know it’s still a long way to 

_ , Opening Day, but we're already 
‘getting pretty excited,”’ he says. “If | 
the kind of. interest we’re seeing | 

_ now carries over to the season, Ww S 


» going to be an exciting mays 4 y 





Mets sign three-year lease with city 


Pro team to pay 


$3,000 rental fee 


By Bill Everhart 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — As a rare snowfall de- 
scended on Pittsfield, the talk turned to base- 
ball yesterday afternoon at City Hall, where 
Pittsfield Mets president Mike Casey signed a 
three-year lease agreement for use of Wah- 
conah Park. 

Casey and Mets co-owner Rick Murphy 
signed the pact in a brief ceremony in the City 
Hall law library. Also signing the agreement, 
which calls for the owners of the city’s first 
New York-Penn League franchise to pay 
$5,000 per year in rental fees, were Mayor 
Anne Everest Wojtkowski, City Council Pres- 
ident Angelo C. Stracuzzi and Park Commis- 
sion Chairman Roger B. Sloper. 

“It’s still a few months off, but we’re look- 
ing forward to opening day,” said Casey, who 
presented the mayor with a lifetime pass 
issued by the league. “If the sun shines on us 
then, we’ll do all the rest.”’ 

The agreement requires the city to use the 
rental fee to make improvements to the ball- 
park. Mayor Wojtkowski said the city had 
already inspected the park with an eye toward 
possible improvements to the parking lot and 
the exterior of the park itself. 

The Pittsfield, Cubs of the Eastern League 
paid a token $1 rental fee during their four 
years at Wahconah Park. Owner Stuart Revo 
had tentatively agreed to pay $5,000 for its use 
this summer before lease negotiations fell 
apart in December over the issue of future 
territorial rights to the ballpark. 

The lease agreement attempts to resolve 
some of the sticking points that muddied the 
relationship between the Cubs and the city for 
four years. Because the New York-Penn 
League season starts in June, two months 
later than the Eastern League season, high 
school baseball teams will have access to the 
field, and Casey said the park will be avail- 
able when the Mets don’t need it throughout 
the summer. 

“We'll do everything we can to cooperate 
with high school teams and American Legion 
baseball teams who want to use the park,” 


—_—_ 


Leslie Noyes 


CEREMONIAL SIGNING of the Pittsfield Mets’ lease with the city obvi- 
ously pleases Mayor Anne Everest Wojtkowski and Mets’ president Mike Casey 
yesterday. Casey and city officials agreed to a three-year lease for use of 


Wahconah Park. 


said Casey. “‘I think a good relationship with 
the high schools and American Legion can 
only benefit our team.”’ 


“And ll see what we can do to encourage 
the Dalton Collegians to make use of the 
field,” he added with a smile. Casey was 
founder and longtime of the Collegians, a 
successful amateur baseball team he still 
sponsors. 


Contribution to parade group 


The agreement also requires the club to 
make an annual contribution of $1,500 to the 
Fourth of July Parade Committee. The com- 
mittee did not receive any concession fees 
from its annual Precision and Pageantry 


NS ee 


competition at Wahconah Park the past four 
seasons and had requested a percentage of the 
concessions or a contribution during the failed 
negotiations with Revo. 


The committee will.have its annual compe- 


Mets sign | 


tition Aug. 3, when the Mets are on the road. 
Casey, who was originally informed that the 
Mets would be able to play at home July 3, 
learned yesterday that the parade committee 
would like to use the park for its annual 
fireworks display that evening, which will 


apparently require the Mets to reschedule. 


2/1 
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Mets sign 3-year lease 
Continued on Page D3 
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Mike Casey miracle 
To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


Bob McDonough’s column [Eagle, 
March 11] on Mike Casey’s phe- 
nomenal success. with pre-season 
ticket and billboard advertising 
sales for the Pittsfield Mets must 
seem nothing short of a miracle 
after years of unsuccessful opera- 
tions with the same product at the 
same address. It’s not a miracle for 
those who know Mike Casey and his 
Dalton heritage, because they real- 
ize that his first objective will be to 
put something into Pittsfield, not to 
take it out. This is a 180 degree 
turnaround from what has happened 
previously. If clarification is 
needed, just ask:high school, Amer- 
ican Legion and Fourth of July Pa- 
rade officials. : 

People sense that good things are 
returning to Wahconah Park, and 
that perhaps the benefits of the 
generous federal grant to improve 
the facility will be more evenly dis- 
tributed. Casey’s lineup of baseball 
and related activities seems to as- 
sure more than full-value for the 
price of a ticket. 

ED JADATZ 


121 Central Ave. 
. Dalton aoe 


(23. 


3-year lease 


Continued from Page D1 


Casey said at the signing meeting — 
that he had begun looking for a 
solution to the sun problem at 
Wahconah Park. The setting of the 
sun behind the center-field fence 
has delayed the start of games in 
the summer, and he said he has 
made “three contacts’ who have 
possible answers to the problem. 


Perhaps the most promising is a 
company called True Pitch in 
Tampa, Fla., which put up an out- 
field sun screen at the New York 
Mets’ spring training complex in 
Port Lucie, Fla. The Pittsfield Cubs 
attempted to put up a similar 
screen in 1986, but the combined 
weight of the screen and support 
standards proved to be too heavy 
for the marshy ground. 


Solution ‘doable’ here 
‘Their screen billows like a sail, 


_ and it doesn’t put that much pres- 


sure on the standards,” said Casey 
of the Port Lucie screen. “‘They feel 
it would be doable here.”’ 


He said he had been pleased by 
the number of requests for ticket 
information. In addition to Berk- 
shire County interest, he said he 
had received about 20 calls from 


‘New Yorkers who reside in the 


county in the summer, including one 
from a retiring Staten Island po- 
liceman planning a move to Otis. 
The policeman, said Casey, was 
having trouble persuading his wife, 
a devoted New York Mets fan, to 
make the move north, but she 
agreed upon learning that a Met 
farm team was coming to Pittsfield. 
They have since purehased season 
tickets. 


Casey-said he had not heard from 


Officials of Little Falls, N.Y., where 


the Mets’ New York-Penn League 
franchise had resided since 1977, 
after meeting with them Jan. 13 on 
the eve of the vote by the league’s 
board of directors approving the 
switch to Pittsfield. At that meeting, 


Casey, who maintained that the city 


had violated the lease agreement 
for 1989, offered to give: Little Falls 
a contribution covering its losses 
brought about by the move. 


Park grant withdrawn 


Little Falls Mayor Michael Izzo 
said yesterday that he was expect- 
ing a recommendation this week 
from the city attorney as to a 
course of action. He added that, as 
expected, the state had withdrawn a 
$45,000 .grant for ballpark im- 
provements because of the Mets’ 
departure. 


“Whether we hear from them or 
not, it is my goal to follow up on it,” 
said Casey. ‘We want to resolve 
this in a positive way.” , 

The lease agreement with Pitts- 
field includes an option for a fourth 
year and coincides with the player 
development contract the New York 
Mets have with Casey. 

‘‘We want desperately to put in as 
much.:as we are taking out,” he 
declared. “We hope this will be a 


= 


_ long-term operation.” || 9q 
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Casey, Little Falls — 
continue to differ 
over settlement 


By Bill Everhart 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Pittsfield Mets’ president Michael Casey has tentatively reached a 
monetary settlement with the city of Little Falls, N.Y., the home of 
the club until this past January. But the definition of the settlement 
is holding up its resolution. 

The monetary settlement of $51,300 would cover $6,300 for the lease 
for 1989 and $45,000 to replace a state grant for ballpark renovation 
the community lost when Casey and co-owner Rick Murphy moved 
their New York-Penn League franchise to Pittsfield this winter. But 
while Casey regards the settlement as a “good faith agreement,’ the 
letter sent him by the city describes it as payment for damages, and 
that is the sticking point. 

“T rejected that out of hand,” said Casey yesterday. ‘If they 
regard this as an admission of guilt, or a bribe, or a payoff, then our 


the 
team came last night from | 
Conservation Commission, which 
did not act on the team’s request for 
permission to begin construction of 
a new scoreboard and sun screen ° 
land between the outfield fence an 
Housatonic River. The board didn’t 
act because it never received any 
formal request. | . 
Pittsfield Mets president Mike 

Casey said last night ae Lela irs 
ee ose Ble Soiled i made ‘The construction panne er a fs 
preaten by Director of Community Mets includes a Nn 

Services Vincent J. Hebert and 
Parks Commission chairman Roger 


Sloper. 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


ttefiold 
PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfie 
Mets received a bit of bad news last 
night, learning that a bureaucratic 
snafu will set back their plans to 
install a new scoreboard and sun 
screen by at least a couple of 
weeks. = 

On the plus side, the Mets play- 
ing field of Wahconah Park got é 
thumbs-up rating from New Yor 
Mets chief groundskeeper Pete 
Flynn during his tour of the facility 
yesterday. ie 

The bad news for the city s new 


scoreboard behind the right field | 


Pittsfield Mets snagge 
Continued on Page D3 


behind 
e and a large sun screen 

erecta field fence. Both would 
be supported by conerete beams 


offer will be withdrawn from the table.”’ 

Little Falls City Attorney John Speer sent Casey a letter earlier 
this month in which he agreed to the settlement but worded it in 
such a fashion that, as Casey interpreted it, the Mets’ owners would 
be admitting guilt for their move to Pittsfield. Casey had reached an 
agreement on a 1989 lease in October of last year, but later claimed 
that Little Falls unilaterally added two months to the duration of the 
lease. He also said the city had failed to file paperwork in time for 
him to get state approval for the sale of beer at the ballpark. 


First payment due? 


The letter sent by Speer also required Casey to make the first 
payment on the $51,300 settlement in mid-April. The Mets, who are 
‘represented in the matter by Mark Gold of the Adams firm of 
Donovan and O’Connor, believed payment shouldn’t start until mid- 
May, when the first payment of the lease agreement would have 
been due. 

“We sent them a letter back two weeks ago saying we would make 
the payments on the terms we had originally agreed to,” said Casey. 
“We also requested a letter of release from them protecting us from 
any future harm. We don’t want them showing up someday reinsti- 
tuting the whole thing. We also want the release so we won’t have to 
listen to that [the city’s argument that Casey acted in bad faith] 
anymore.” 

Little Falls officials had originally threatened to sue Casey for 
taking the team to Pittsfield. | 

Speer has declined to comment on the negotiations, but Little Falls 
ete Michael Izzo said yesterday he just wants the matter re- 
solved. 

“I don’t really care about any admissions of guilt, as long as we 
get the money,” said Izzo. “I’d like to see it closed out. But the 
matter is being handled by attorneys, so it could take time.”’ 


Seeking new team 


Meanwhile, Little Falls has formed a search committee to bring a 
New York-Penn League franchise back to the community. Frederick 
Johnson, the president of the Little Falls Board of Alderman, visited. 
Watertown, N.Y., earlier this month when that community balked at 
the $400,000 price tag for ballpark renovations, but the dispute was 
resolved and the franchise will remain in Watertown. 

The New York-Penn League may add two expansion franchises 
next year, and !zzo said if the community was awarded a franchise 
it would be locally owned, though he declined to identify the potential 
purchasers. Glens Falls, N.Y., which lost its Eastern League fran- 
chise to London, Ontario, last year, has also expressed an interest in 
gaining an expansion franchise and, as Izzo notes, “if there is an 
_ expansion I’m sure a lot of communities will put in bids.” 

Locally, the new 9-by-20-foot scoreboard for Wahconah Park has 
arrived, as has the framework for the sun screen. Because both will 
be located next to the Housatonic River, approval from the city 
Conversation Commission must be granted before they can be 
installed. Casey hopes to get that approval this week. 

Casey also said yesterday that Pete Flynn, the New York Mets’ 

head groundskeeper, will be in town later this week to have a look at 
the field and perhaps offer a few recommendations as to its 
maintenance. Opening day is June 17, and Case says 2,500 tickets 
have been sold for the opener. a) 


Class A New York-Penn League 
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“T told them from Day 1 that we 
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METS GROUNDSKEEPER Pete Flynn, right, flew in from New York and inspected the 
field at Wahconah Park yesterday along with Pittsfield Mets general manager Adam Froelich, 
left, Pittsfield groundskeeper Dave Southard, center, and Pittsfield president Mike Casey. 


Pittstield Mets snagged in red tape 


Continued from Page D1 


mission at a special meeting of that 
board now scheduled May 8. 

The impression given at last 
night’s meeting was that no wet- 
eat problems are expected, Casey 
said. 

“As far as they are concerned 
there’s no problem, and they said 
we can begin construction now, but 
at our own risk,” said Casey, who 
instead plans to wait for the board’s 
approval. 

The Mets open their home season 


at Wahconah Park June 17. 

The day strrted on a more posi- 
tive note yesterday when Flynn was 
flown from New York to Pittsfield 
to give the playing field the once- 
over. 

“It’s a nice ballpark,’’ Flynn said 
in the distinctive brogue of his na- 
tive Ireland. 

Flynn spent about an hour looking 
over the infield with Mets’ 
groundskeeper Dave Southard and 
city maintenance department 
foreman Tony Stracuzzi. Flynn 
suggested a slight restructuring of 


the pitching mound and some 
trimming around the infield edges. 
“The infield is the most important 
part of a baseball field,” Flynn 
said. “‘Here, a lot of edges need to 
be cut and leveled. The mound is 
out of shape — it looks like it hasn’t 
been taken care of in a few years.”’ 
The recommended repairs, how- 


ever, ‘‘are nothing drastic that can’t . 


be done,” said Flynn, who has been 


with the Mets since their inception - 


in 1962 and has been head grounds- 
keeper since 1974. ‘All they need is 
manpower and a little sweat.’iy/22/ 97 
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Mets get go-ahead 
for new sun screen, 
scoreboard at park 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Finally, baseball fans at Wahconah Park may be 
able to leave their sunglasses home. 
The face of Wahconah Park will be taking on a new look — 
featuring a giant sun screen — in the next couple of weeks, thanks to 
yesterday’s blessing from the Conservation 
Commission. 

The Pittsfield Mets, the city’s new entry in 
the Class A New York-Penn League, received 
formal approval yesterday for the construction 
of an electronic scoreboard and 60-foot sun 


near end of dispute 


By Bill Everhart 
, Berkshire Eagle Staff 

PITTSFIELD — The dispute between the city of Little Falls, 
N.Y., and Pittsfield Met president Michael Casey over Casey’s 
move of the community’s New York-Penn League franchise to 
Pittsfield has apparently come to an end. ; 

Casey's attorney yesterday received a release form from Little 
Falls attorney John Speer promising Casey that the city would 
pursue no legal action resulting from his move to Pittsfield this 
winter. Casey had insisted upon the release form before granting 
the community a financial settlement. 

Casey said yesterday that attorney Mark Gold of Donovan & 
O'Connor of Adams had requested some changes in the wording of 
the release, which will have to be approved by the Little Falls City 
Council, but he indicated there was agreement to the substance of 


screen behind the outfield fence. 
The approval of the Conservation Commission 
was necessary because of the park’s location in 
the buffer zone for a natural resource, namely the Housatonic River, 
and in a flood zone. Approval was granted yesterday at a special 
commission meeting. 

“Tt went through with no problem, and we begin work on the 
scoreboard tomorrow,” Pittsfield Mets president Mike Casey said 
after the meeting. The new Pepsi scoreboard, listing inning-by- 
Inning scores and other features not available on the present model, 
is expected to be erected within a week, he said. 

The big piece of the project, however, is the sun screen. The 
management of the former Pittsfield Cubs had tried and failed for 
more than three years to find a solution to the problem of the sun 
setting behind the outfield fence, which forced games to be delayed 
or halted in progress because it blinded batters. 

Casey has found the solution. The screen will feature four 6-by-60- 
foot strips of blue netting — the type found around many tennis 
courts — supported by concrete foundations that will be anchored 
behind the outfield fence. Wind will pass through the netting, which 
will screen, rather than completely block, the sun. 

The project to construct the screen is expected to be completed in 
about two weeks, Casey said. 
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METS NOTES: The Mets have announced the play-by-play team 
that will broadcast the team’s games this summer over WBEC. 

The main voice of the Mets will be Chuck Jenest, who comes to 
WBEC from Greenfield, where he is sports director and operations 
manager for WCAM. He will be joined at home games by WBEC 
sports director Bob Posey, with WBEC general manager Dave 
Winchester also. contributing. 

On the road, Jenest will team with Wayne Soares, a former North 
Adams State College baseball standout who is an account executive 
for the Mets and who will be the public address announcer for home 
games. 

WBEC will broadcast 33 games — 12 at home and 21 on the road — 
beginning with the season opener June 16 at Utica, N.Y. 


Dick Lenfest Jr. of Lee has joined the Mets as part of his sports 
management internship at the University of Massachusetts, where 
he is a junior. 

A 1982 Lee High graduate and the son of Lee High athletic director 
Dick Lenfest, he replaces Robin Wadsworth in the Mets front office. 
Wadsworth, who had served as director of community affairs for 
both the Mets and Pittsfield Cubs, has joined the Business and 
Professional Women’s Organization. 
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The Mets have scheduled an open tryout Saturday, July 1, from 
9:30 to 1 at Wahconah Park. All candidates should be in uniform and 
bring spikes and a glove. American Legion players must bring 
permission slips from their coaches. 

The tryout will be under the direction of the New York Mets 
Scouting department and will include Pittsfield manager Tim 
Blackwell and his pitching coach, Bill Latham. 5) / lo j xq 


the release. 


Casey agreed to pay $6,100 to cover the lease for 1989 and $45,000 
to equal a New York state grant for ballpark improvements which 
the city lost along with the franchise. 


“They have concurred with our 


points and we’ll own up to our 


part,”’ said Casey. ‘‘The release makes it clear that this is a good 
faith settlement on our part and there will be nothing further from 


them on it.”’ 


Casey, who operated the franchise in Little Falls last summer, 
tentatively agreed to a lease for 1989 last fall. He began the 
process of moving the team to Pittsfield, which lost its Eastern 
League franchise to Williamsport, Pa., this winter, after receiving 
a lease from Little Falls which he maintained unilaterally ex- 
tended the duration of the agreement by two months. He also 
accused the city of putting his license to sell beer at the Little 
Falls park in jeopardy by waiting too long to send the necessary 


paperwork to the state. 


Little Falls agreed to the settlement a month ago, but Casey was 
dissatisfied with the wording of its agreement, which he felt 
described the settlement as a payment for damages. He asked the 
city for a release which promised no future legal action and which ! 
described the payment as a good faith settlement, and red 


satisfied on both counts. 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield will have its 
traditional Fourth of July fireworks after 
all, compliments of the Pittsfield Mets. 

The Mets, the city’s new baseball entry in 
the Class A New York-Penn League, an- 
nounced yesterday that the fireworks dis- 
play will be at Wahconah Park on July 4 
immediately after the team completes its 7 


p.m. game against the Auburn (N.Y.) As- 


tros. 

‘We wanted to make sure Pittsfield had 
its fireworks display,”’ said Mets president 
Mike Casey, who has received Park Com- 


-mission approval to stage the traditional 


holiday event. 

Jean Heller of Pittsfield, who launched a 
one-woman campaign to raise $7,500 for the 
fireworks, said she was delighted to hear 
that the Mets would provide the display. 

“T’m: overwhelmed at their generosity 
and that of the people who have already 
donated money. I returned to Pittsfield be- 
cause I enjoy this environment, which of 
course includes the people, and their action 
\ 
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Mets come to the rescue, 
| will provide fireworks 


confirms my reasons,” said Heller, a | 
former resident who moved back a year | 
ago. ps 

The Pittsfield Fourth of July Parade — 
Committee had earlier announced it would | 
not sponsor the fireworks this year because — 
of increased expenses involved in televising 
the parade. The committee and the Mets 
entered negotiations about sharing the cost, 
but Casey said those talks broke down and 
the Mets opted to go ahead with their own 
project. | 

The Mets have commissioned Atlas Dis- _ 
play of New Hampshire to operate the | 
fireworks, the same company that has | 
handled the Pittsfield fireworks in the past, | 
Casey said. : 


Heller opened an account at the Pittsfield _ 
Co-Operative Bank for the fireworks fund. | 
She said she did not know how much money | 
had been donated but added that she would | 
give the money to the Mets if they need it 
or save it for next year’s display. c\2s \z4 
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Catching up with some ex-residents of Wahconah Park 


It feels a) little sad to stroll into Wahconah Park 
these days. There is some action on the field, but only 
in the form of workmen preparing for the Pittsfield 

Mets’ June 17 opener. There 

are people in the stands, but 

only painters applying a 
. hew coat to the seats. 

For the first time in five 
years, there is no profes- 
sional baseball being played 
here in April. The Double-A 
players of the Chicago 

Cubs, including many 

former Pittsfield: Cubs, are 

now doing their thing in 

Charlotte, N.C. And Stuart 
Revo’s Eastern League franchise, still listed as 
“Pittsfield Baseball Club Inc.,”’ is operating in Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

_ It’s understandable, then, if Pittsfield baseball fans 
feel like something’s missing this spring. Here, then, is 
a quick look.at what they might have missed. 
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MUSICAL GMs AND OTHER TALES: Local fans 


Ray Lamont 


might be thankful they’re missing the goings-on in 


Williamsport. ° 


The Bills, ’the Revo team now affiliated with the 
Seattle Mariners, lost their general manager before 
the season began. They then lost nine of their first 13 
games on the field, and they have thus far lost nearly 
00 percent of the fans that supported last year’s 
Eastern League team, which was affiliated with the 
Cleveland Indians. 

The problems began when GM Rich Kluczyk quit in 


February. Revo’s brother Larry, who served as chief 
operating officer of the Pittsfield Cubs from 1985-87, 


has taken over Kluzyk’s duties, and the club is strug- 
gling to make up for lost time, especially in scheduling 
promotions. 

“Obviously, that [Kluczyk’s leaving] has set us 
back,” said Larry Revo, who operated the family’s 
Charleston, 8.C., Class A team last year. He is essen- 
tially the Bills’ third GM in the last four months, since 
KJ. Narcise, Pittsfield GM last season, began as 
Williamsport’s ‘interim general manager’’ in Decem- 
ber. He is now “‘director’’ of the Revos’ Miami team in 
the Class A Florida State League. 


The Bills drew 961 fans for their season opener on 


April 7, a Friday night with “freezing temperatures,” 
Larry Revo said. The club has attracted just 5,625 for 
its first 10 home dates, compared to a figure of 10,526 
over the same period last year. 

“It’s a situation very parallel to Pittsfield,’ Revo 
said. ‘The weather’s been bad, and you just can’t 
attract people to come out to a ballgame in 40-degree 
weather. Hopefully, like in Pittsfield, things will pick 
up when it warms up, when we get promotions going, 
and when the kids get out of school.”’ 


Attendance hasn’t been helped by the team’s play on 
the field. The Bills are downright woeful at the plate, 
with a team batting average of .194 through 15 games. 
The club’s best prospect, U.S. Olympic first baseman 
Tino Martinez, is hitting .279 with two homers and 
seven RBI, but almost everyone else — including a 
player named Ted Williams — is struggling. Williams, 
an outfielder, is batting a robust .157. 


Despite the depressing numbers, Stuart Revo re- 
mains optimistic. 

‘I’m not disappointed,” he said. ‘‘You know me, I’m 
never disappointed until I have to pack up the truck 
and leave. I’d say if we can draw anywhere between 
75,000 and 100,000, I'll be happy. And there’s no ques- 
tion in my mind we can still do that.”’ 


Last year’s Bills drew a total attendance of 100,586. 
The 1988 Pittsfield Cubs attracted 53,121. 
teen eat abet 


CAROLINA CUBBIES: While turnstiles are rusting 
in Williamsport, business is booming in Charlotte, 
where an average of 2,514 fans have thus far seen this 
year’s Double-A Cub prospects. iM 

With Jim Essian at the helm, the Charlotte Knights 
bear a striking resemblance to the 1988 Pittsfield Cubs. 
The Knights have nine players who performed in 
Pittsfield last year, including outfielder Ced Landrum, 
shortstop Jim Bullinger, and pitchers Jeff Hirsch, Kris 
Roth, Jackie Davidson and Laddie Renfroe. Charlotte 
played .500 ball through its first 20 games, and stood 
third in the Eastern Division of the Southern League 
going into a weekend home series with the Memphis 
Chicks. 

“Td have to say things are going well,” says Essian, 
who managed Pittsfield in each of the last two sea- 
sons. ‘“The people here have been great, the weather’s 
been good, and it looks like we have a nice, competi- 
tive ballclub, so we’re pretty excited about every- 
thing.” 

Bob Bafia, who split time between Pittsfield and 
Class A Winston-Salem last year, is off to a good start 
in Charlotte with a .275 average and two homers in 13 
games. At the other end of the spectrum, Landrum, 
who led the Eastern League with 69 stolen bases last 
year, is hitting .164. He is, however, 5-for-5 in steals. 

Essian says there ‘‘may be some differences, but 
there’s no real difference,” between the Southern and 
Eastern Leagues. 

‘Some of the cities here might be more glamorous 
[the league includes teams in Charlotte, Orlando, 
Jacksonville, Memphis and Birmingham],” he says, 
“but the hotels are the same, the ballparks are the 
same, and the bus rides are a lot longer. 


“We've got a 14-hour bus ride coming up [from 
Charlotte to Memphis Thursday night],”’ Essian says. 
“We'll play a night game, leave around midnight, get 
in at 2 o'clock the next afternoon, and play that night. 
We’re not looking forward to that at all.” 

Essian says he’ll always have a soft spot for the 
Berkshires. nes | 

“We certainly miss the people in the Pittsfield 
area,” he says. ‘‘We certainly have a lot of fond 
memories of the people there, we’re happy to hear 
they’ve got a ballclub coming in, and we wish them the 
best of luck,” 
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HECTOR & CO: While Bafia, Bullinger and friends 


continue to toil away in Double-A, Pittsfield grads 


Bryan House and Hector Villanueva have finally 
moved on to better things. 

House is hitting .309 with the Iowa Cubs of the 
Triple-A American Association, while good ol’ Hector, 
arguably the most popular player in Pittsfield Cubs’ 
history, is batting .284 for Iowa with three homers and 
a team-high 12 RBI. Both players spent their last two 
summers at Wahconah Park. 


As you might expect, the Iowa roster is inundated 
with former Pittsfield players. The team’s top hitter is 
outfielder Dwight Smith, who is batting .343, while 
Doug Dascenzo, who played centerfield for Chicago in 
September last season, leads Iowa with eight stolen 
bases. He’s hitting .254. 


Les Lancaster, a 1986 Pittsfield hurler who spent 
parts of the last two years in Wrigley Field, leads the 
starters with a 1.69 ERA in spite of a 2-2 record. 
Reliever Mike Capel, who pitched with Pittsfield in 
both 1985 and ’86, has the staff’s best ERA with a 1.26 
in 10 appearances. His record, however, is 0-2, and he 
does not yet have a save. 





Conservation board challenges 


blacktopping at Wahconah Park 


By Steve Moore 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The chairman of the 
Conservation Commission yesterday said a 
cease-and-desist order to the city would be 
the main order of business at the commis- 
sion’s meeting Thursday. The order may be 
issued because the Department of Public 
Works had blacktopped an area at Wah- 
conah Park without the proper permits. 


Chairman J. Joseph Riddle said that the 
DPW on Thursday paved portions of the 
Wahconah Park parking lot, even though its 


commissioner, David R. Spiewak, had been 
verbally notified that a formal application 
would be needed before work could begin. 

Wahconah Park is within the 100-year 
flood plain and its parking lot regularly 
floods during periods of heavy rainfall. 
Given those conditions, Riddle said that any 
construction that takes place there is gov- 
erned by the state Wetlands Protection Act, 
which the commission administers for the 
city. 7 

Riddle had said earlier yesterday morn- 
ing that he would issue a cease-and-desist 
order effective immediately but changed 


his mind and delayed the action until 
Thursday, because the situation is not an 
emergency. The decision followed a con- 
versation with Mayor Anne Everest Wojft- 
kowski. 

Wojtkowski, who said she did not ask 
Riddle to change his mind, termed the 
incident a result of poor communication. 
She said that Spiewak told her a foreman 
had done the job, apparently unaware that 


Wahconah Park ! | 
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Wahconah Park blacktopping reported to lack permits 


Continued from Page B1 


the necessary permits had not been 


obtained. 

Riddle now finds himself in a dif- 
ficult position because, as the city’s 
acting engineer, he is an employee 
of the DPW. Thus, as chairman of 
the Conservation Commission, he is 
in the position of ordering Spiewak, 
his boss, to stop work. 

Wojtkowski said that she is con- 
cerned about possible conflicts of 
interest regarding Riddle and plans 
to talk with him about it soon. 

Another member of the commis- 
sion, Robert S. Mellace, works for 
the Planning Board and thus is also 
a city employee. Neither Riddle nor 
Mellace was sure if he would sign 
the order if it were issued Thurs- 
day, but the four other members of 
the commission would make a quo- 
rum if he two should choose to ab- 
Stain. 

Riddle said that he had taken the 
action because the DPW had failed 
to file a notice of intent to work in a 
wetlands area before laying down 
what he estimated was between 50 
and 70 cubic yards of blacktop on 
the main entrance to the parking 
lot, as well as two side entrances 
and a strip in front of the ticket 


th. 

While the commission could re- 
quire that the DPW remove the 
paving, as the Wetlands Protection 
Act dictates, Riddle said it will ask 


& that the DPW merely provide com- 


pensating storage for water else- 
where on the property. 

Compensatory storage means that 
a volume of land equal to that being 
added is removed elsewhere. When 
rain comes, or when the water in 
the wetland rises, it then could still 
Stay on the property rather than run 
off onto other land, where it might 
cause additional flooding. 

Riddle said that compensatory 
storage was required for the con- 
struction of the park’s clubhouse. 
Earth was removed behind the 
fence in an amount that was equal 
to the amount of space that the 
building filled. In this case, Riddle 
said, there appears to be a low 
ridge of earth near the river whose 
removal would open up enough 
storage to compensate for that lost 
by installing the paving. 

Riddle, Mellace and a third 
commission member, Michael J. 
Makes, all said that they wanted to 
avoid situations where a contractor 
— whether the DPW or a private 
company — does the work first and 
files for the necessary permits af- 
terward. 

“It’s the same issue that every- 
body knows about with Pyramid 
and [Petricca Industries’] Uni- 
stress,’’ Riddle said. Pyramid 
Companies owns the Berkshire Mall 
in Lanesboro. 

Riddle, Mellace and Makes em- 
phasized that the action was taken 


not to “‘hassle”’ either the city or the | 


Pittsfield Mets, the professional 
baseball team that is the park’s new 
tenant. 

‘We are trying to maintain stan- 
dards that the state set,’ Makes 
said. “It’s only fair that the city has 
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to go through the same process that 
everyone does.” | 
Mellace said that the commission 
has worked hard to establish con- 
sistency in the way that the Wet- 
lands Protection Act is enforced. 


“It’s the only way that things will 
work,” Mellace said. “We have 
guys coming in with engineered 
plans to build a chicken coop. What 
are they going to think if the city 
gets away with whatever it wants?”’ 


\ 
City should follow wetland rules \ 


By all means, the Pittsfield Conservation 
Commission should proceed with its cease-and- 
desist order to the city’s own Department of 
Public Works for blacktopping a portion of the 
Wahconah Park parking lot without a proper 
permit. Even if the failure to get the permit was 
simply a matter of poor communication, the 
commission has to hold. the city to the letter of 
the law if it is to maintain its credibility with 
private developers working in wetland areas. 
And if there is any area in town that qualifies as 
a flood plain, it is the stadium’s parking lot. 


_ gate for a $3 donation. Children un; 
_der 12 are free. “71¥ | | 
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11 drum corps * 


will compete at 


Wahconah Park 


PITTSFIELD — The Royal 


Knights Junior Drum and Bugle 


Corps will host Music in the Berk- 


shires, a drum and bugle corps | ? 
competition, tonight at 7 at Wah-. 


conah Park. 


Eleven corps from three states’ 


will compete in the competition. 


They include, besides the Royal 


Knights: 


The Buccaneers, Chelmsford: the. 
Royal Cadets, Gardner; the Fire- 
birds and the Patriots, Rochester, 


N.Y.; the Silver Bullets, Canastota, 
N.Y.; the Joanetts, Leominster; the 
Satellites, Leicester; Granite State, 
Keene, N.H.; Star of Revere, Re- 
vere, and the New York Lancers, 
New York City. 

The Capital Brass Ensemble, ¢ 
senior drum and bugle corps fron 


_ Latham, N.Y., will put on an exhi 


bition before the contest. | 
Tickets will be available at the 


P ere 


Mellace said that it has always 
been the policy of the commission to 
solve. problems before they get to 
the enforcement stage. Cease-and- 
desist orders, he said, are always , 
the last resort. ‘ 
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Conservation bo 


on Wahconah Park bla 


By Steve Moore 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Conservation 
Commission Thursday night tabled 
the question of whether the city 
Department of Public Works was in 
violation of the Wetlands Protection 
Act when it paved portions of the 
Wahconah Park parking lot without 
proper permits. | 

By its vote the commission de- 
cided that rather than issue an 
immediate cease-work order, it 
would wait until July 1 to see a 
DPW plan that will compensate for 
the work. Under the plan, a volume 
of earth equal to the pavement will 
be removed elsewhere on the park 
grounds to make sure that water 
storage remains constant. 


Riddle abstained 


J. Joseph Riddle, chairman of the 
commission, opened the discussion 
by saying that he would abstain 
from voting on the matter and 
would not sign any order that the 
commission might issue. Riddle is 
an employee of the city DPW and is 
also the city’s acting engineer. AS 


‘such, it will be he or one of his 


subordinates who will draw up the 
plan and submit it to the commis- 
sion he chairs. 

Three entrances to the parking lot 
were blacktopped by a DPW crew 
acting under orders from a foreman 
who was unaware that Conservation 
Commission approval had not been 
obtained. In addition, a 30-by-75-foot 
strip of paving was laid in front of 
the stadium’s ticket booths. 

“Under the Wetlands Protection 
Act, the commission has the au- 
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TAKING HIS LICKS in the batting cage during his 
team’s first workout at Wahconah Park yesterday is lefty 


thority to order the DPW to return 
the lot to its original condition. But 
virtually all the members of the 
commission have said they have no 
intentions of interrupting prepara- 
tions for the coming baseball sea- 
son. 


Permission for pipeline 


The commission also voted to 
support a request by the Berkshire 
Gas Co. to lay a section of its 
planned natural gas pipeline for the 
Altresco cogeneration plant at GE 
through Brattle Brook Park. 

Berkshire Gas has applied to the 
City Council for approval as part of 
the Chapter 97 process required by 
the Legislature. Though the council 
will make the final decision on the 
local level, the park is administered 
by the Conservation Commission. 
The Legislature must approve the 
easement by two-thirds because the 
park now is protected by a state 
conservation restriction. 

The commission tabled discussion 
of a possible floodplain violation 
until tomorrow when commissioners 
will inspect property owned by Ann 
4B a of 129 Thomas Island 
Road. 


Chemical-free path sought 


Schafer explained to the commis- 
sion that she had had as many as 80 
dumptruck loads of wood chips 
dumped along the edge of Onota 
Lake to provide her with a 
chemical-free walking path. Mrs. 
Schafer, who described herself as 
allergic to almost everything, said 
that she cannot walk where there is 
automobile exhaust. The chips 


ard delays action — 


cktopping 


made an area roughly 100 feet long 
‘by 5 feet wide. In places, they are 
also 4 or 5 feet deep. 

Commission members expressed 
sympathy with her condition and 
indicated that they may approve the 
walkway if chips that are now 
within the 100-year floodplain are 
removed. 


Petricca Construction Co. in- 
formed the commission by letter 
that their filling of an area on West 
Street that abuts a wetlands has 
stopped. The letter from company 
president Robert Petricca said that 
the engineering firm of C.T. Male 
will have a map of the area com- 
pleted by June 20. 


The work was brought to the 
commission’s attention by neighbors 
who said that the filling has been 
going on for more than two years. 

According to a motion made by 
commissioner Michael J. Makes, a 
cease-and-desist order will be issued 
if dumping occurs within 100 feet of 
the purported wetlands but that 
dumping can continue on other 
parts of the site. 


The commission ruled that GE 
does not have to file a notice of 
intent to do work within a wetlands 
regarding some structural im- 
provements at its thermal oxidizer 
off East Street. The project will add 
a barrier that would screen debris 
in the event of a 100-year flood and 
will also chain down three existing 
storage tanks so that they would not 
float in a flood. 

The thermal oxidizer is used to 
render polychlorinated biphenyls 
harmless. 
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Bob McDonough 


Curtis Pride, Looking on at right are Pat Howell (7), hitting dh 
instructor Chuck Hiller and Stanton Cameron (42). @ ]/3/¥9 7" 
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FIRST LOOK at Wahconah Park is taken in by Pittsfield Mets pitcher Steve Gasser after his | 
arrival in the city yesterday afternoon. The Mets host Utica in their home opener next Saturday at 
3 p.m. 


B4 — The Berkshire Eagle, Sunday, June 11, 1989 


NEW TEAMMATES Pat Howell, left, and Denny Harriger look over their new home in the 
Pittsfield Mets clubhouse at Wahconah Park. 4 Wl? f 
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| To the Editor of THE EAGLE:— 


__ Thanks are due Seth Rogovoy for 
_ his accurate review of ‘‘Woodstock 


_ 20” at Wahconah Park [Eagle, July 


18]. Talent was in abundance, and 
so were police officers. They 
mostly helped dampen the other- 
wise cheerful mood. Even if there 
had been 2,000 people in attendance, 
_the number of policemen would 
have been a little much. I observed 
one police officer fingering his night 
stick for about 20 minutes, And is it 
really necessary to have four police 
officers in order to persuade a 
handful of adolescents to put down a 
cardboard sign? Don’t they have 
_more serious crimes to prevent? 


As Mr. Rogovoy pointed out, the | 


interaction between performers and 
| audience is so essential to the en- 
| Jjoyment of both. What is the point of 


~ Police ‘overdo’ at concert “4 


being at a live show if you el 
hardly see the performers? Might | 
just as well sit home and listen to a | ee 
record album. At many large are- 
nas, they use a video screen. If the: 
Mets, from: out of state yet, can be. 
allowed to run all over the field,’ 
why can’t the youngsters of this: 
county? It was only for a day. Or 
put the bands at home plate. Pro- 
tect the grass with something if, 
need be. | 


If it hadn’t been for the fact that I) 
know members of orie of the bands 
and saw coverage in The. Advocate, | 
I might not have even known about 
“Woodstock 20.’ The promotion | 
could have been a bit better. | 

Another reason for low attendance 
may have been the price of tickets. | 
With most of the attendees in their | 
teens and early 20s, $10 is a bit | 
much to ask. OK, so it’s a bargain if | 
you’re there all day, just a dollar a | 
band. However, many of the people 
were there mainly to see just one or 
ha bands, probably people they | 

now. | 


‘Let’s give local talent a break — 

- Jower ticket prices for next year (if | 
a concert is allowed), get word | 
around and let the audience see as), 

well as hear the bands. ! 


NANCY ROBERSONA 
521 South St. 3 | 
\Pittsfield « 


Wahconah rocked 


By Elizabeth Stringer \ 


Special to The Eagle 


| PITTSFIELD 

n Saturday, July 15, Pittsfield’s Wahconah 

Park transformed itself from a sporting 

events stadium to something very different. 
However, it was not a new idea. It had been done 
before. 7 

Out toward right field, where a Pittsfield Mets 

second baseman usually stands, was a makeshift 
stage where approximately 10 rock bands would 
perform to stands full of people. Sound familiar? It 
should. The event, Woodstock plus 20, was modeled 
after the monumental Woodstock, a phenomenal 
60s’ rock festival that is celebrating its 20th anni- 
versary. - 

However, our Woodstock was a bit different. The 
function was held for the benefit of the Berkshire 
Opera Company and was organized mainly by 
Christopher Schweitzer, an employee of B.D. Music 
on North Street. Schweitzer also played that day 
with some friends under the name “Second Of- 
fense.”’ 


Idea didn’t catch on 
The event was sponsored by the Pittsfield Mets 


‘and the Berkshire Opera Company. Tickets were $10 


and were available through several area merchants 
and also at the door. | 

And although some area: headliner bands were to 
appear at the event, the idea somehow didn’t catch 
on as well as it did with the first Woodstock. Instead 
of the turnout of thousands, the turnout for Woods- 
tock plus 20 was barely enough to cover expenses. 
The Wahconah Park stands were notevenfull, 
although popular comedian Bucky Lewis was master 
of ceremonies and bands such as Strut, a Pittsfield- 
based band with an album, Unlimited Access (re- 
leased on Tropical Records) and Xavier, which has 
‘ts own video (filmed at the Berkshire Public The- 
atre), featuring Arlo Guthrie’s son, Abe, played. 

Eight other bands played throughout the day, 
which ran from 2 to 10 p.m., and refreshments were 


nes 


Elizabeth Stringer, a 1989 graduate of Taconic High 
School, is a regular Spotlight columnist this year. 


served at the regular stand. One grave difference 
between the Woodstocks was the fact that no alco- 
holic beverages were served throughout the day. 
This was speculation as to why the turnout for the 
day was low. : 

Also, instead of the audience being up front and 
close to the music and bands, they were separated 
by a large field — the Mets’ baseball field. The 
bands, set up at second base, had to play to an 
audience that sat in the stands across the park and | 
were not allowed on the grass. The audience hadto 
look down and across to the music, which took away 
some of the feéling that the original Woodstock 
conveyed. ie 

Eighteen-year-old Darren Todd, lead guitarist for 
Strut, had some reservations about the event. “The 
effort was great,” he said, ‘‘but it was a big disap- 
pointment. We were far away from our audience, 
which is always bad for a band, since interaction is 
very important, and there just weren’t many people 
there. It wasn’t the crowd that we [the Rock-Opera 
Coalition] expected.” 


Price not high 


Other speculation as to why the turnout was so low 
was the ticket price, which was considered by many 
as very steep for the day. Considering that lawn 
tickets to a headliner show at Saratoga Perfoming 
Arts Center cost almost twice that for only one band, 
and 10 area bands played this event, the price 
wasn’t bad, however. 

Todd also had reservations about using the 
Woodstock name to title it. “Woodstock, to me, is 
untouchable. No one can copy something that great. 
In fact, we didn’t really ever mean to title it after 
Woodstock, but we decided — after we figured that 
it was the 20th anniversary of Woodstock and it was 
a rock festival — that we might as well.” 

Interestingly enough, police coverage for the event 
was very high, being 10 times as much as for... 
Pittsfield Mets games. As it turned out, the turnout 
did not require that kind of supervision. = 

Woodstock plus 20, although not close to’ what the 
original came to be, was a fun day and a good effort 
from those who organized it. 5 alee 
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Jed Scala 


PETE ROSE II is the name preferred by the 19-year-old son of the 
beleaguered Cincinnati Reds manager. The younger Rose is shown during 
visit to Wahconah Park yesterday, although his Erie Orioles were rained 


5) 


out of their doubleheader with the Pittsfield Mets. Cree ar 
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to be considered by park board 


By Susan Slattery 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Park Com- 
mission at its meeting Monday night 
put off until its Sept. 9 meeting 
consideration of a contract for con- 
struction of an underground gaso- 
line recovery well next to the 
grandstand at Wahconah Park. 

The well will be used to help clean 
up the continuing results of a 1987 
underground gasoline leak at 
Clement’s Getty station at 186 
Wahconah St. 

According to Vincent J. Hebert, 
parks superintendent, the subsur- 
face leak contaminated groundwa- / 
ter from the gas station to the park \ 
entrance. Groundwater Technolo- » 
gies Inc. of West Springfield de- 
signed the recovery system. Piping | 
will run from the well by the 
grandstand to just behind the right- 
field fence, where a structure will 
be built to house a gas disintegra- 
tion system. 


The commission expressed some 
reservations regarding the lack of a 
mechanized shut-off switch between 
the recovery well and the disinte- 
gration system. Chairman David 
Dickhaus said he was reluctant to 
sign. the contract, which specifies 
that all involved parties are in 
agreement as to the construction, 
until he had had a chance to thor- 

oughly review and discuss it with 
other members of the commission. 


7 a 


Seating dispute 


In another matter, the commis- | 


sion agreed to invite Beverly A. | 
Chartier, president of the Fourth of | 
July Parade Committee, and Mich- | 
_ael T. Casey, president of the Pitts- 
field Mets Baseball Club, to attend 
its next meeting. The commission | 
hopes to settle a dispute that has | 
arisen between the two concerning 
an agreement they reached last| 
spring. 
The baseball club contributed the 
use of the Wahconah Park grand- | 
stand to the parade committee for | 


' 
i 


‘ its annual Precision and Pageantry | 


Drum Corps Competition. The dis- | | 


pute between the two parties cen- | 


ters around the costs associated | 


_ with the renumbering of the grand- | 
stand seats. | 


\ 4) 


The commission also agreed to 
allow the previous Wahconah Park 
concession stand manager to oper- 
ate the stand fer the remainder of 
the park’s season. The Mets had 
previously been granted permission 
to operate the stand during baseball 
season and had been given until the 

‘end of July to tell the commission 
whether they wanted to continue 
operating it through the football 


Discussion was tabled on the Mets 
scoreboard. pending receipt of in- 


\ 2 


formation on the cost of installing 
the board. Earlier this year, Casey 
had given the city. of Pittsfield 
$5,000 in lieu of rent, on condition 
that the money be used to improve 
the park. 

Commission members made 
ready to accept the terms of a con- 
tract for the proposed concession- 
stand lease at the newly constructed 
Onota Lake beach house at Burbank 


Park, provided a portion of the con- 


tract specifies daily and weekly 
maintenance of the grills. 


Joel Librizzi 


RECOVERY WELL will be installed in this area of Wahconah Park to capture contaminants 
from a gasoline spill. One monitoring well cap is already in place in the left foreground. 


Plans will be described tonight 
for gasoline cleanup at ballpark — 


By Steve Moore 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Getty Petroleum 
Corp. representatives are expected 
to file with the Conservation Com- 
mission tonight a notice of intent to 
construct a petroleum recovery well 
inside Wahconah Park. The well is 
designed to help clean up the lin- 


-gering results of a 1987 gasoline 


leak at Clement’s Getty at 186 


~Wahconah St. 


Project manager Thomas J. 
Callmeyer said a staff member 
from Groundwater Technology Inc. 


of West Springfield, consultants to 
Getty, will explain the firm’s plans 
for removing water contaminated 
by the leak. 


‘People say that water and gas 


don’t mix,” Callmeyer said yester- 


~ 


day. “Actually, they do, even 
though not very well. It’s a common 
occurrence.’ 


He said the volume of escaped 
gasoline initially floating on the 
water table — more than 2,000 gal- 
lons — has been removed, and what 
remains is not volatile. 

The well will be dug between the 
first-base grandstands and the 
right-field bleachers, Callmeyer 
said. The well will appear to the 
casual baseball fan to be simply a 
manhole cover. Underground, water 
will be aa to a processing shed 
that will be built in the area of the 
scoreboard outside the park itself. 
Because the park is now being used 
by the Pittsfield Mets, construction 
will not begin until after the base- 
ball season, he said. 


The extraction well will be in ad- | 


stripper, a tall column filled with 
shredded plastic. The water will 
drip down the column as air is 


blown up, causing the gasoline to 


evaporate. 
The evaporation-contaminated 
air, in turn, will be burned in a 


catalytic oxidizer similar to the | 


ones used on automobiles. 


At the beginning of the process, | 


Groundwater Technology also will 
use bacteria that eat hydrocarbons 
to begin the purification of the wa- 
ter while it is still in the ground. 

Besides the approval of the Con- 


\ 
: 


servation Commission, Getty still | 


needs a go-ahead from the city’s 


Parks, Commission and the state | 
Department of Environmental Pro- | 


Sllci~) LZ 


tection. 


] dition to 20 monitoring wells already © 

in the area. The network was de- 
- signed to control the mass of con- | 
_ taminated water, Callmeyer said. 
_ Callmeyer said that once the con- 
_taminated water is collected it will | 
be sprayed into the top of an air / 

as , Ne 


| 
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af Opera and rock form odd couple 
| for city’s Woodstock + 20 festival 


2 By Seth Rogovoy 

qd [5 Special to The Eagle 
PITTSFIELD 
n opera company, searching 
for innovative ways to raise 
much-needed funds, decides 
to stage a benefit performance fea- 

turing rock, metal and jazz bands. 

What’s more, it’s done just weeks 
away from the 20th anniversary of 
the original Woodstock Festival, so 
the event is tied in with that leg- 
endary performance, and called 
“Woodstock + 20;” 

Crazy? Maybe. As Rex Hearn, the 
director_ef-theBerkshire Opera 
Company and the man responsible 
for this-Saturday’s Woodstock + 
207 at Wahconah it i far 3 ‘it is 


ABOVE: Richard Thompson, a founding member of the British unusual. It's a first as far as I’m 
rock group, Fairport Convention, is among the host of artists concerned, be ab eres ae 
who will be performing at the Falcon Ridge Folk Festival,  '@, Money with rock music. 


Saturday and Sunday at Catamount Ski Area. SS grit explained that the idea 


BELOW: Strut, a local pop-metal band, is among the headlin- gales Deane yi dine 
ers at Woodstock + 20, a rock festival Saturday at Wahconah Humanities suggesting that a good 
Park in Pittsfield that is being held as a benefit for Berkshire way to raise money is to hold a 
Opera Company. Also scheduled are Xavier, Incision and “crossover”? — in this case, rock — 
Tantara, among others. concert. 

‘““T started talking to friends 
around town,” said Hearn, ‘‘and 
was steered to BD Music,” refer- 
ring to the store on North Street. He 
then hooked up with Chris Schweit- 
zer, who works at BD and is a 
musician himself. 

“It sounded like a great idea,” 
said Schweitzer, who agreed to 
produce the show, lining up the 
bands and arranging for the sound 
and lights. 


Local and regional bands 


The show, scheduled to begin at 2, 
will be emceed by Bucky Lewis and 
features a host of local and regional 
rock and jazz bands. 

The lineup includes Strut and 
Xavier, two popular local pop-metal 
groups;. Tantara, which plays Top- 
40 hits; Dumbwaiter, playing hits 
from the ’60s and ’70s; Ed’s Prob- 
lem, Specializing in progressive 
rock; Incision, playing jazz fusion; 

_ Jaded Pigeon, a Boston band play- 


ing classic rock ’n’ roll and featur- 
ing Hearn’s son in its personnel; 
The “B” Side, a jazz group; | 
Schweitzer and friends playing | 


' Mississippi delta blues; and the 


gospel choir from the Second Con- 
gregational Church of Pittsfield. 
There will also be a few solo per- 
formers filling in the spaces be- 
tween the bands. Tickets cost $10 
and are available at Strawberries 
Records on North Street or at the 
ballpark on the day of the show. 
Refreshments. will be available 
throughout the day, but no beer or 
alcohol will be served or allowed 
into the park. All the performers 
have donated their time, and all 
proceeds will benefit the Berkshire 


Event is for 
Continued on Page C5 


SS Sh 


At the request of Berkshire 
Opera’s Rex Hearn, Chris 
Schweitzer of BD Music 
booked the bands for Sat- 
urday’s rock festival. A 





‘Event is fo 


| Continued from Page C1 
Opera Company. 

_ While it may be unusual for the 
‘opera and rock communities to 
‘come together for such a coopera- 
“ tive project, Hearn doesn’t feel that 
_ it is an odd musical pairing. 

“The same 12 notes that Mozart 
used are the same 12 notes that the 
Beatles’ used,’ Hearn is fond of 
saying. “It’s just different rhythms 
and interpretations, and thank God 
- for the difference, because if we are 
» all alike what a monotonous world 
this would be.”’ 


The idea of marketing the event 
as an updated Woodstock was 
_ Hearn’s. “I had a friend who was a 
cameraman at the Woodstock Fes- 
_ tival,” he said. “He told me what a 
' wonderful event it was, and I was 
miffed as hell that I didn’t go. So I 
_ thought we’d recreate something 


with a peace and love theme of our 


_ own here in the Berkshires. Because 
I think that is what it was — how 
can we get along with each other 
_ through music, the highest expres- 
| sion of humanity.”’ 

What Hearn couldn’t have known 
at the time is that one of his per- 
| formers has a father who appeared 
at the original Woodstock. Xavier 
includes bassist Abe Guthrie, son of 


' Arlo, who is himself on the road this , 
- summer playing with Richie Havens *; 
--and other alumni from the original | 


| Woodstock festival. 
Not all smooth sailing 


While all plans are g0 for Sat- | 


| urday’s show, it wasn’t smooth sail- 
_ ing the whole time. To succeed with 


his plans, Hearn had to get the | 
agreement of the city police, the | 
parks department and the Pittsfield 
Mets. There was some anxiety 
mong all the key players — Hearn | 


admits that even some members of 
the opera looked at him askance 
when he first proposed the idea — 
as to just what Hearn was getting 
himself and the city into. 

‘Woodstock was 20 years ago,” 
said Schweitzer. ‘Some of the kids 
who’ll be playing Saturday weren’t 
even born then. We’re not talking 
about free love and drugs here. It’s 
a chance for a lot of kids around 
here to get their feet wet playing on 
a big stage for a lot of people.” 

The promoters are hoping for an 
audience of at least 1,000. For most 


of the performers, this will indeed 


be the biggest crowd they’ve per- 
formed for. 


Eye-opener 


For the planners of the event, it 
has been an eye-opener in a number 
of ways. Schweitzer admits that 
he’s never been to the Berkshire 
Opera. ‘‘I went to Lincoln Center in 
New York:when I was a kid, and it 
was great. Even if Rex doesn’t give 


oung at heart — 


go to it now,” he said. 


In fact, Hearn has promised a 
free night at the opera to the per-| 
formers. And working with them| 
has brought about a new apprecia-| 
tion of youth to Hearn. “‘They’re all 
so fresh and enthusiastic — and 
long-haired,” he said. ‘‘I’d like to 
make this an annual thing, maybe 
establish some sort of tradition 
around it. | 


us all free tickets to his opera, I'll 


‘“T read somewhere in the New| 
York Times some time ago that if| 
you wanted te stay young you 
should stay in touch with the young. | 
I’m 57 years old and young at. 
heart.” 


Said Schweitzer, ‘Rex is really 
open-minded and really likes the 
kids. He’s really gone out of his 
way.” 


So if things go well, everyone wins | 
something. The opera gets money, 
the performers get a great shot at | 
mass exposure — the concert will 
be filmed for public access cable TV 
— and the generations prove that | 
they can come together, be it from 
rock or opera, and cooperate in a 
joint venture, in the spirit of music 
and somewhat in the spirit of th 
original Woodstock. i 
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Bob McDonough 
INTERCEPTION by Bill Duda, left, concluded the scoreless first half of yesterday’s 12-0 win 


o 


over Pittsfield High at fahconah Park) At right is St. Joe’s Matt Keator (50). | //¢ / € 
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YOUNGSTERS angle for trout in their annual fishing derby at Wild Acres Pond. 


288 turn out for fishing derby 


PITTSFIELD — One thing about 
fishing is that, unlike baseball, it’s 
not canceled because of wet 
grounds. 

Some children and their parents 
apparently forgot this fact Saturday 
and stayed in bed instead of going 
out to Wild. Acres Pond for the 
opening of the annual children’s 
fishing derby. But 155 youngsters — 
much fewer than usual — didn’t 
forget and were rewarded by catch- 
ing 200 trout stocked by the Friends 


of Wild Acres. 


The weather was better Sunday, 


and 133 boys and girls reeled in 171 


fish. A total of 288 (207 boys, 81 
girls) participated in the two-day 


derby sponsored by the Friends and 


the city’s Recreation Department. 

Winners of prizes for catching 
tagged trout were listed as follows 
by the city Recreation Department: 

Shaun Wheat, 12, 19 Aberdeen 
Road, two tickets to Red Sox game, 
donated by state Rep. Robert Frank 
Jakubowicz; George Betti, 13, 118 
Lincoln St., tackle box; Matt Pren- 
tice, 12, 17 Spring St., tackle box; 
Jim Valentine, 13, 19 Second Ave., 
lures; Danielle Weed, 10, 59 Noble- 
hurst Ave., rod; Nicola Sabato, 7, 71 
Gamwell Ave., rod; Jackie L’Hote, 
80 Parkside Ave., lures. 


Also, Adam L’Hote, 6, of 22 Gar-: 


field St., creel; Dan Welch, 12, 24 
Ridge Ave., tackle box; Scott Lev- 
asseur, 13, 13 Bracelan Court, 
Lenox, lures; Alison Robertson, 7, 8 
Winship Ave., rod; Jessica Flynn, 7, 
75 April Lane, lures; Lindsi Brod- 
eur, 6, 39 South Onota St., skimmer. 

Prizes other than the Red Sox 
tickets were donated by the Friends 
of Wild Acres. 

Senior citizens (60 and over) will 
get their chance to fish at the pond 
today and tomorrow, from 6 a.m. to 


7 p.m. S/177 


—— 
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Wild Acres 
fishing derby 
this weekend 


PITTSFIELD — The Friends of 
Wild Acres and the city Department 
of Parks and Recreation will hold 
their annual fishing derby for 
youngsters age 6 to 14 Saturday and 
Sunday. ee 

The derby will run from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. both days. ol 

Youngsters must register on ar- 
rival and again upon departure. 
They are limited to one pole each 
and may not leave the pole unat- 
tended. They must catch and keep 
their own fish. Adults may cast, but 
the youngsters must hook and pull 
in their own fish. | 

Prizes will be awarded to the first 
three boys and first three girls 
catching tagged fish. The limit will 
be five trout. The Friends of Wild 
Acres membership allows fishing 
only for 6- to 14-year-olds, the eld- 
erly and the handicapped. 

The fishing derby for the elderly 
will be on Tuesday and Wednesday 
and on Monday and Tuesday, May 
22 and 23, both from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

The derby for the handicapped 
will be Sunday, May 21, from 9 to 4. 

The area will be closed Monday 
and Saturday, May 20, for stocking. y, 
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